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eration become responsible for the bebavior of the
students in the town, With their sub-proctors and
bull dogs (human, not canine,) tbey parade the
streets a, varions hours of the dav, fining or rusti-
cating any under-graduate caugbt rnisbehaving.
Their power is absolutely autocratie, and its use
necessarily renders thern nupopular. Five shillings
for being out after 8 p.m. withont cap and gown, or
for smnoking in cap and gown, is the smnallest fine;
one of fifty potinds and a vear's rustication was re-
cently imposed by the 'Varsity officiais for breaking
into another college, demoîishing the ledger and
aîxnost killing the porter. A delightfnl old Latin
statute says: Si quiis procu(ratoreiz tru(cidarîit-ifany-

one bas slain a proctor in discharge of bis duty, the
offender shahl be fined five pound and perinanently
expelled-but 1 never heard of anyone 1)01( enough
to try the experiînent. To be seen with any young
lady whose naine yen cannot give or for wbose
character yon cannot voucb, is, as Chancer's Parson
says, Il horrible dedîy sinne," usually involving rus-
tication. Recently a proétor approached an under-
graduate, who was walking witb bis sister, and tak-
ing bim aside said: "lWiIllyonplease introduce me
to tbat young lady ?" Il No, sir," was tbe reply, I
only introduce my sister to gentlemen." Less for-
tunate was tbe man wbo, on being asked the saine
question, replied, IlAsk ber yourself; I only met ber
two minutes ago."

But after ail, adventures witb tbe IlProggins,"
practical jokes and visitations from drunken seniors,
form a very small part of Oxford life. Work is a
stern and ever present reality, and to fine ont of
ten tbe pursuit of flly is a very secondary affair.
The rigbt-îninded reader bas a true sense of per-
specétive ; the other class may be left to tbeir own
devices.-W.L.G.

COMMUNICATIONS.

To the Editor of the Journal:

D EAR SIR,-As many students of Queen 's in-
tend to follow tbe profession of teacbing, and
as an essential step to tbis, in our Province,

is attendance at the School of Pedagogy, a few re-
mnarks on tbe scbool and on pedagogy by a graduate
may nlot be nninteresting.

The avowed objeét of the scbool is to prepare
teachers for tbeir work ; the real objec5t to prevent
teacbing from heing made a stepping-stone to other
professions.

It is presumed-and the presuimption is the raison
d'etre of the scbool-tbat special kliowledge and
techuical training are reqnired for teacbing as for

law, medicine and divinity.

To attack this presumption is to attack tbe whole
systemn of normal and mnodel scbools, and to tbrow
down the gatintiet to a bost of eininent teachers,
among theni the Principal of McGill University,
wbo bas recently been reportecl as saying that
"teacbing is as inuch an exaét science as any
otber." Still we must attack it, and we feel that
onr attack is supported by tbe silcnt exaniple of our
Alma Mater.

Wbat is required of a tutor at Queen's except
knowledge of bis subjeCt?

How many memnbers of the Faculty of our Uni-
versity, or of any University in Canada or Britain,
are graduates of training scbools ?

And yet we imagine that our Professors can teacb,
and tbat our tutors could efficiently teacb their sub-
jects in a bigh school.

Nor is it only in connection witb acadcmnic studies
tbat teacbing is required-tbe foremnan of a shop or
factory, tbe master worknian of a foundry, a head
clerk or salesman, aIl tbese are teachers. Their
aîm is that those wbom tbey teacbi shahl acquire
knowledge of tbeir respeétive subjedts, and tbey be-
lieve that sncb knowledge is tbe only requisite for
the teacber.

But tbe Toronto educationists utterly repudiate
tbe idea that knowledge is tbe end of learning. Tbe
present Direétor of Teachers' Institutes, who bas
always been in close toucb with the Ontario Educa-
tion Department, deliberately says, in tbe preface to
Historical Documents of Canada, 18gisI he man-
ner in wbicb be acquires bis information and ar-
rives at bis opinions is of far greater importance
tban tbe knowledge and tbe opinions tbemselves."
And the School of Pedagogy sbows its entire accord
witb tbis idea by its worsbip of Ilmethod " and dis-
regard of knowledge. A favourite expression of tbe
advocates of tbe systemn is tbat teacbing is a science,
not an art. Knowledge of subject to be taugbt, and
of human nature, and habits of command, are no-
tbing witbout the scbool training. Indeed, no dif-
ference in degree of fitness for teaching is acknow-
ledged between an bonour graduate of a University
and tbe bolder of a senior leaving certificate.

The scbool offers, or, to be more accurate, im-
poses upon its viétimis a training in tbe supposed
science (not art) of school management, consisting
of a few axioms ot comînon sense and a great deal
of unmeasured abuse of opponents of tbe system,
and sorne bints, wbicb may be useful, as to prestn-
tation of lessons. But even more ridiculous is the
special knowledge it pretends to impart. This is
contained in Psycbology, wbicb reveals and classi-
fies the minds of the class (of course aIl minds and
ail classes aie alike), collefions of faculties to be
trained by the omniscient teacber. As explained by


