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______ _____T H E m eeting of the Faculty, last#¼ ducat on T hursday, was indeed unique:1011.business was conspicuous for its ab-
sence, but deficiency in that respect

was amply made up for by -a iflost interesting and illumiin-
ating address by Prof. Morison on "Scottish Life and

Manners in the l8th Century."
Scottish character, he began, has manifested itself in history in ways

quite remarkable-always definite, always clear-cut: we are struck with the
ex.tra.ordinary social equality-no sectarianism, no0 sharp class distinctions, no
caste system. We are struck witb the remarkably harmionious blending of
towni an(l country : both go band in iiand( 1)It the counitry rules. \\,'e are struck
with the total absence of convention :a people close to nature: lhuran nature
wît.h ail its vices and virtues, with its rudeness, rotîghness land uncouthness,
is free and unrestrained.

'l'le union with I.ulgland( iii 1707 brought certain miollifyiiîg influiences:
the rude, rýough, barbarous element is gradually elimina:ted, but tbe strong
undercurreni of Scottish character remained, land camne into greater relief.

To the south lived the borderers: a rude, primitive people. VVhiskey and
border warfare were the glory of their life! A little story will illustrate: a
young student preacher is holding prayer at the house of a borderer; during
prayer the hoof beats of borses are beard outside; up jumps the old borderer
aîid with, "By God! here's the casks !" rushes ont, foýllowed by ail the rest,
to do justice to the whiskey and let devotions care for tbemselves.

Central Scotland, in and around Edinburgh, presented nothing pleasing:
a land of dirt and uncouth habits!

The Highlands, however, prove more fascinating. Superstitions the
borderers might be, but the old Highlander was far more; he had a faith as
01(1 as tbe hilis and the streains ; eacli with its ownl divinlity. [lis whole liter-
ature is steeped in this idea of a spirit world. Passioaedvto to bis
chief and unfailing loyalty xvere ever bis virtues: an(l it bas been tbese qualities
wbich have at aIl times brought fame to the Highlanders anfi glory to England.

Let us now glance at Scottish civilization in Edinburgh at the end of the
18th century: Edinburgh îtself, a rocky, wind-sw~ept city-narrow, winliiig
streets, obscure and fllthy: here society was jinnblei tii) îndiscriiniateîy with
no regard in the least for any sanitarv laws. [nu the cellars the poor-in the
garrets the poor--alI in between a sort of gradationi fromn riclh to well-to-(lo.
But many things gave this saine Edinburgb distinction at that time. 'Twas
a nucleus for men of learning andi brilliant intellect: 'twas a centre 'of wealth
as well as squalor: 01(1 border fends were healing aIi( the borderers were
flocking to, this centre. The English, isolatefi from -the continent througlh the
Frencb Revolution felt instinctivelly (lrawn to Sclotlan(î.

How about the social life in Edinuîurgh at tbe close of tlie l8th century?It was conventional-a ruere vencer o:' stiffness f1 cudr tog uner-
ncatb it ail there stili boilefi an(l builbled the true genuine priinieval ScottiSh
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