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is true that "fools and chljdren should
flot see unfinished work," yet to those
of us who are stronger and able il,
somle slight way to see the beginning
of the end iii even a niost unlikely
Iooking object, the examination is
both interesting and instructive. Thle
child who watches the glass blower at
work laughs with infantile disdain at
the first stages of the performance, but
gradnally the evolution of the orna-
mient awes his merrinlent to somne ex-
tent and lie gazes in opeîî-eyed xvonder.
Thle delicate gentleman xvho lias once
seen it iii the making cleclares lie can
xiever like beef tea again. And the
boy wlio frequents newspaper offices,
lauglis scornfully at the credulity of the
public; "writing papers is as easy as
rolling of a log,'" lie declares.

Now the pre 'mature decision reaclied
in eacli case lias been warped. Per-
sonal prejudice or a one-sided view,
it may be, lias been at fauit and we
coule to the conclusion that it requires
a certain stability and developuient of
mind to appreciate the first stages of
something wliose growth is subtle and
coxnplex.

Accordingly we are apt to class witli
the newsboy and tlie delicate gentie-
iuan that empliatic niiatron wlio liailed
from a university towil. "Hlunipli!"
slie reniarked on one occasion- "Mini-
sters ! doii't talk to me of Ministers!
Haven't 1 lived next door to Divillity
students for the last tell years ? I tell
you I've lost a mighty lot of My
respect for ministers 110W that I have
seeni thern in tlie xnakinig.'' Agailist
whicli reniark we of saner view wîîo
have enjoyed equal if 1iot greater
privileges in that respect witli the
aforemientioîîed lady, enter a prote.st.
Her conclusion we assure lier is too
rash. It is a superficial view of the

mlatter, based on rather sîîni prelises,
and, like tlie newsboy's criticismn, is
lacking in an appreciation of many
nieceSSary factors.

But nevertlieless we are loath to
ignore lier wliolesonîe condemnation.
It is interesting for two reasons:
First, because it expresses more or less
accurately the comnroil view of a large
class of people wlio are certainily
neithier children nor fools liowever un-
eilliglitened their miatured opinions
miay be, and moreover the remnark
paves the way for a sliglit dissertation
on a subject which is of interest to us,
wliose path lias led for soie short
years îlot alone past the boarding-
bouse of embryo preacliers, but even
inito the very work-shop where the
iinisters are " ii the înaking.''

There is, indeed, a certain con-
vulsion of feeling experienced at tlie
first view of a future liinister. De-
spite the friendliniess of the modemi
pastor and our growing intiniacy witli
his calling, we still feel traces of tlîat
traditional awe wliich. made the old
worn who could understaîid only an,
occasional word in the miinister's
sermion, put him down at once as a
"very greatiman." Though to alarge
extent we are breaking away frorn the
ancient fear of those ini spiritual
authority over us, there still lingers a
latent respect for tlie calling sufficielt
to iîîvest "the cloth " and its wearer
with more or less sanctity. Wheîi
therefore some sliglit youtli witli bis
cap pulled over lis eyes, amnbliiig
leisurely along the street, pelting trees
witli snow or cuffing sniall boys, is
pointed out to the " uninitiated"- as a
future Minister of the Gospel, it is 110t
surprising if the uîiniitiated lie nioniel
tarily astonishied -- ' What ! that boy?'
Nor is it stralige that the freshette in


