
MASSEY'S ILLUJSTIRATED.

OLD GRUBBLES,
TIE streets werc crowded with Christmas shoppers, corning

and gai ng, ail enduring the shaîing and pushing with holiday
good humer.

Old Simon Gnîlbles, making bis way feebly through the
throng, enarbed and scowled as hie corne mere trodden on or a
sharp elbow iras thrust into bis aide, anathcmatlzlng the
Christian fathers who firet instituted Cbritstmas as one ot the
high festivals af the church. Hie %vas taîl, thi and stanped ;
the long ekîrts of hie yellowisb.green overcoat, whichb lad done
service for more than thirty years, flapped about hie legs,
which w-crs oncased in shiny braadcboth trousera. lie more a
rusty sibk bat, and a pair cf sharp eye as keen as a terret's, a
beak ai a nase and a mast aggressive chin were ovorebadowed
by its irayed lîrin. There uns no klndbine8s ci expretssion la
bis thin lips, and bis whole countenance warned petitionere
for hie lai-or to oxpect littIe justice and lees merey f romn Simon
Grubbles. Tho throadbare garments indicated poverty, whicb
was net corroborated bj' thc siga over the front entranceofa an
imposing conmmission bouse, or by the fat bank accaunt and
other cash in band, knoîvn only ta hîtuself.
Bec teck no intereet in tho gayly-deeked win-
dows, the testoons af dalls, the array of china
and castly brlc.a-brae, the webs of silks and
velvet and lace, and the hoape of eplcy car-
nations, the roses and bies whieh the fioriet
dispbayed in lavish profusion. Ho stopped
but once, ta buy the bleeL, skinniest fouI to
hoe had in the mnarket, which, wrappcd in a
brown papier, bo slipped into hie overcoat
pockot. As hie stopped out upon the pave.-
ment again, lie thought hie eau anaè af hiesl
junior cberks entering a salooni, a fou doors iI
distant, and as hoe ias very strict in hie
iews upon the question of ternperance, hoe

determined ta satiety hinîseîf as ta irbether
he iras right in bis suspicion. Just as hoa
reached the door of the saloon, hoe sair a coin I
glitterlng at hie foot, and tbinking that, it mias
a pîecs af gold, ho stooped down, picbced it up
witlî sornething that resembled the ordinary
hunan emibe, and put It hurriedly loto bis
pocket.

Ho was in the aot of opening the saloon
door, ilion a ebrill voice shouted:

"Parkit aut, old ehap! Tbat's mine!"
Ho started nervously and perceived stand-

ing befare hlmn a rare epecimon of the Boston
news.boy. "Hero'sthe reet, yersoe," ho said,
aponlng hie band, whore four others ike it
irere revoaled ta eight, hy way of eubstantiating bis lalm.
IlYer ses my bands uns so cold, 1 cauldn't bald 'Sm. and my1
pockots leak awfub."

Simon rogarlded hum suspiciouely f romn undor bis brlstbing
eyebraws, and thon gaivo hlmi the pied. af copper, moro wll-
ingby perhaps than hie waubd have dene lied it been of greater
value. 'Thanke," said the urchin, tauching bis cap-a piece
af gond nanners hoe had learned at the mission, which hoe pst-
ronized oecasionalby.

Thon hie said : "lBuy this papor Sir, won't ye? It'e the only
'un boit. Yo seelwiant tagitboxpo wîth my Cbri'musdinner"l
pointing ta a big, bubging, basket, which bie had sot dciii on
the curb-stone, its contents caret ulIy concealed lîy an aId noms-
palier. "1 stand in witli the second cook at Younx's botel
round the corner, an' he's sent ail this grub ta, Blokey, ith
bis complimente." IlWbo's Blokey?" growled Sinon. IlWeI,
as nigh's 1 can tell, be's my only blood relation in the direct
lins. WVe'roparde beside. be'sa laylin'off nou,cauise h.cant
mork. l'a huînpln' fur bothan us."

"lHo'saslazy bittle sceundrel, more li»kely, and is anly gladof
a chance ta 'lsy off,' as you cail It."

"See hers, ane more word like that there, an' Ili Iay yer ant
ny foot a corpee," and the boy doubled up hie liste with suchi
a tron sa hoe liad seon upon the braw of a heavy tragedian.

"Stil,"heocontinued, "«Iguese mabhe I'd botter 'cuse ycr,
toc ver don't know uhat yer taikin' beut. Blokoy can't mark.
e'& slck. An' if yer think I'm Iyin' ta y,- yo'd botter 'coin-

pany me ta the sky parlor miiere ire bath lives, Wa'd bath hoe
obawmod I'n euah, heo ses so feu visitais thesedays," cbeverly
nmmcking a low comedlan.

Night bad corne; the electrio llgbt alceady gllttered and

fiared on the corner@ and before the hotel entrances, and there
seemed ta bie a sllght luil ln the ceaseless roar of trafflo whlcb
prevailed aince daybreak.

One af those Inexplicable Impulses ta whlch even the most
,natter.of-fact individuals 3'ield on occasion, inspired Simuon
Grubbles ta accept the invitation.

"l'il introduce myselt first," said the gamin, fiippantly.
MNy 'stecmed cotenip'riee calis nme Bluffer, but l'v'e heerd tell

sunmes that iny reei nam's William Sherman Patts.Potts-a
fine old pat.ron.y.mic," dividing the syllables caret ully, and
alring the big word with considerablo pride.

The child picked Up the basket and they started off together
-a strangely assorted pair, the grinning ragamuflin and the
scowling, miserly aid man in hie antiquatedl garmoents.

At lat they halted hefore an aid rookery, lifting its murky
roof far ahove the net-wcrk af telophone and tedograph wlres
below. The door hung on one hingo and wau proppedl open
with a brick, and they teit their way through the dark hall, up
the rickety stairs, fetid with the rank adore of invisible
flith.

"lHors ire air," said Bluffer, cbeerfully, pushing the door
open wîth ceremonioue haepitality, opping aside ta let Sinmon
enter firet. The old nian laakcd about hini with some interest
and a littie curiosity while Bluffer placed the basket on a box
ln the corner, wvhich served as a table. Hie had hoard of euch
tenomente, possibly nuuibered several among hie awn possse.
loue, but hie agents collected the rente, eo hie was not iorced ta
corne in contact with the occupants.

It wae a long attUc extending the entire length of the build.
lng. There were two emokc.blaclcened, cobwebbed window8

"BI:T TIS rAPER, SIR, WON'T yE? 1£' TUSE O2LY 'UN LgbFT."

hi front and two in the reir. The upper end af the place uns
crowded with nîlecellaneous rubblsb, wbile a space hsd beson
cleared i the end which Bluffer occupîed. Lath and plaster
there wre neu, and Simon could scarcely stand upright
under the 0w rafters A cheorfulgfre mas burning ina dlsp.
ldated stove, a chair was draun up in front of it, and opposite
mas a straw paliet, upon whlch lay thec sick boy. Hia glittering
eyes seemed unnaturally brlght and large in the extrene pal.
1cr and emacistian of hie face, and hie picked with hie clawlke
fingers at the aId blanket which covered hlm.

JEverything inmediately surraunding the mniserabbe bed wns
as dlean and orderly as it could hoe made, and a wreath that
hung above bis bond, and two or tbrec drooping chrysan-
themuns ln a cracked cup upon the floor ubere ho onld s00
tbem, gave evidenco that Bluffer had not been unnindiui of
the obligations af the meison.

IlWeil, how do yc find yereelf to.nlght" holi asked, standing
by Blokeys bedelde, and taking notuxther notice of Simoa wha
had seated bimself i the chair. "lBotter," nild the siok boy
huskily.

«"Tbat's ight. Yec allers better. Tbat'ssometbin'. Doator
been bore 7"

Blokey coughed tclghtfullv, and irben the paroxysin mas over,
enîlled teebly, and sbaok bis bond.

"ll'Il settle bis bilI and dlschargehimi la the nornin'. )Iesn.
while l'Il look at yer tangue an' feel yer pulse, lest; ta keep yer
spirite up tillI1 can git the doctar here."

This dialogue was reheareed cegularly every evenbng, eaoh
Seing saberly tbrough bis part. To-nigbt, however, Biakey
seenied ireaker tua uscial, and enteredlInto lt with little spirit.
Bluffer appeared net ta notice It, and said gayby.

IlYe jiet art ta se the thinge I've brung ye. Tonins give
'emi ta us.",

lHe brought the basket ta the boy'e bedeide, thon hie spread
the paper on tho floor and tcok out the fragments, one by one,
with the utmost caret ulness.

I hope you'lI 'scue nie for not payin' ye more 'tention,"hci
nid, looking up and nodding at Simoan, who fetili satiln silence.

IlYV set I've got; ta nurse him. Haln't 1, BlakeyT"
Thore were bits of pie and cake, broken bread, rail and

sices, in whicb were the unappetizlng sralIoped prints of
hunian teeth, remunante of feh and fowl, the whale topped off
by a bunch of Malaga grapes and an orange but elightly dam.
aged. Blokey raieed himscîf on ils elbow wlth apainful effort,
looked at the viande a moment, andi thon lay dawn again.
"lAin't there nothin' that pleases ye I"asked Bluffer disappoin.
tedly.

Blokcy shut hie eyes and shook hie head, while Bluffer slowly
gathered Up the sarape and put the basket ln the corner
again.

Simon feit a sot tening in that oeslfled organ whiah hie coin-
monly called bis heart, a seosation that hie Wa nlot experienced
for many a long year.

Hie thrust hie dry, Inan band mIn his pooket and fumbbed
cautiously anang the loase change -no large sum-which hoe
carried. But hoe prudentby reflected that tbey did net oomn to
bie ln pressing need of money, they bad shelter and fuel, so hie
wethdrew hie band. Thon ho bethought himacîlf of the atten.
uated fowl, and hoe toit glngsrby of ane cold, cbammy drumstick
that bad broken through the paper-wrapplng. But, with the
supplies an band, ho concludod, they were nlot in aoed of food,

either. Sa, fearing that be mlght recklesely
yield te a weak and foolish imipulse of charity,
hoe rase abruptly, and id hoe muet go.

"Sorry ye can't stay longer, but I'm glad
ye've sen Blokey, an' me character as an

S honeet citizen la vindicated. Jiet walt an' l'il
show ye out" He llghted a tallow candI.
stuok in a bottie, and hebd it higb aver hie\ , head lke a dusky aaryatid, wblle old Grub.
bles stumbled daim the Mtaire and made hie

.. i ) waylinta the street, Bluffer shouting alter hlm
an invitation ta eall again.

The dlock struck savon as Simon unloaked
~ his front 40cr and let himeeli ln-an hourlatear

than hie usually reached home. As hie stopped
into the dlmly.ligbted hall, blinldng his red
oseso, a young girl came forward ta meet bin,
with a troubled and anxious countenance.

«IWhy, unole, what makes you se lateV"

'1~ _____ she a8ked. 111 have been dreadiully fright.
enod about you. 1 was alraid you ba fallen
in the street and had boon run aver. K didn't
know what mlght have happened."

« Save yaur warrytfor tbem that need it," le
anewcred gruffly. "'I'm neither adoIt nor an

- idiot. l'mn not superannuated, and shant bie
yet for twonty yeare, however muoh it might
pieuse you, and im still able te coa home
alone without sitting dovin on a crosslng ta let
a car run over me."

She was accustomed ta hie surly moods, soeshe quietly helped
hlm off with his overcoat and made no reply. He took the
preciaus pqulet trom the pocket, ordered bier ta take it to the
kitchen and tell the servant that hoe wau roady for hie dinner.
They eat dowm at, the frugally spread table and &te ln silence.
Simoa thswed out a littie over hie second cup of teaî, and, wlth
an unprecedented buret of confidence, hoe relatod hie evening'a
strange experience.

"1Did you find out what ailed the cbild, unale " the young
girl aeked timidly.

'Il didn't have to mid out. Ho lied consuimption; that was
plain enongh ta bie seen."

"1Weil I hope yeu loi t thein meanse ta get what tbey needed,"
shie nid boldly.

"Na, 1 didn't. That'e juet likre a wornan-spend, spend,
spend. What good uould money do thom? They had acon-
fortable place, a lire and more ta eat than there Ila this house
thie minute," which, se far as quantlty iront, wua undoubtedly
true.

Hie bad tald bier about wbere the tua waits Iived, and RB hoe
fraze up again behlnd bis newspaper atter dinner wau avor,
the saine aId crusatacean that ho always wss, Enuly Rogers
pandercd avec the passible ways and moans ai holplng theni.

.Bbch caret ully noted down la bier mind the etreet and lacality
hler unole bied mentloned, and thought tram hie description
that ehe sbouid have no ditffiulty finding tiie children. Bbc
would have ample tume the next day, alter moanng. service
and belore dinner.

Sinon Grubbles bad made an appointinent wltb bis boad
boakkeeper, John Ncccli, ta meet hlmt at the offie on christ
mus mornig, wbere they mlgbt talk over sons important
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