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Il rpheus Smsn, and the 14Judgmient of Parisk shouldi
lead hiim o, 'uhdaigexlit 'sthe superb portrait. of

Z&lwii Solonian is, in techuical matters, a master. In
lulaginatj0 n hie is probably deficient-at least there seems to

Oie lre viant of inspiration in his large compositions. But
$trangely enoughi,the imagination which appears to 1)c almnost
illert when required to support him in the building up of bis
large clas.sical pictures, stands him in good stead in the
production of portraits-a class of work in whichi this ee
Muent *1s popuiarly supposed to play littie part, whlereas, in
réality it is always present in every great achieveiinent it this

Althougb h Academy annually bestows its travelling
Scholarship and medai upon some student. for the best
COmPoition iilustrating a given subject ;and although the
Pri-ze work is always that in which is displayed the greatest
8JTIOunit of the kind of knowledze wbich it is the function of the
aehools% to impart, viz., of drawing and painting corr etly f roin
the nude, comnposi tion, perspective, etc., -yet itseidomn bappens

fOllO the ganer of the scboiarship continues in after life to
folwtetraditions of the schools and to paint subjects

fr~teBible and Homer. Solomnan is tberefore rathera
exception to the rifle of Academy students (amongst whomi
hie took high rank if hoe did not actually xvin the scholarship);
and it Mnust be a iatisfaction to his teachers to see himp stili
Pilîting pictures which have ail the schoiarly, pain.staking,
elaborateness of a prize painting. But it is more especiaill

flhis departures froun this xvell-beaten path that he is
'PPiauded by the initiated. Sucb a departure was the Zang-

Wilportrait, In this forcibie presentinent of aniother young
Ilebrew as brilliant as the painter in anotmer field of art,
the siubject is seated almost facing the spectator, his bands
re4ting on a cane. H1e is wrapped voluminousiy in a cape

Coa ~~t, ouhhhd just returned fi-oui a walkz, and this
heightens tire impression that the manl was painted unaxvares.
There i,4 no appearance of preparation for the operation of
havlng a portrait painted : tbere is no hint of a dentist's
chair The utnîost skilfulness of band bas happily aided iii
the ComuPletion of a picture whichi seems to me to have more
distinction than any of the recent portraits by the youriger
British school. There is little doubt that Soloman wiii up-
h ld the honour of bis country's art: what country (now

thtb san Assoeiate) will dlaim tlîe genius of Abbey ?But
Of hi"), more anion. E. WvYmx ? G ý n1:

G e ge ~îgîtî SI»

.ADÎNIERS of this notecl journaiist will velconue tire
very comiplote and interesting story of bis life, latelv

PIbli4hh0 d by the Scribnors. AIl Autobiographies must nec-
e"sarily ho defective : they showv the man from one point af

jIwOily-bis own, but thoughi the roader înay witb little
O0s~ exercise the Iljudicious art of skipping," he wvill find
these pages full of pleasant reading. The frontispiece to
thesle handsome volumes is a portrait of the author, and it is
very hard to ideTntify the portly successful mnan of letters
With the picture he gives of himself as a child. A pitiful
PiCture indeed almost totaliy biind and renderod uîisorably
iiervous by tire efforts of friends and qluack.s to improvo his
tCorditlon. It would bie laughable, but for the pity of it-
th' wee boy with shaven head, covered by a black siik hand-
kerchief whose fringe did duty for hair, the victini of vieil-
rn'aning frionds and submitting to aIl sorts of hiorrid reine-

1 : cupping leeches, "lgolden ointinent," and "Grirnstomîe's

eY.nf, uring this 'vretched period bis sister Au
4P1184a four years bis senior*, read aloud for him Histories of
'119land and Franice, nmany of the Waverly novels, an(l the
dLb' Y papers. Speaking of the benefit to Iris memnory which

119 Mode of education entailed lie says, " It is my firmn and
'naelterable belief, often repeated, that .50 long as our mental

&CeUltiOs ha vo not failed, vo do iuot and vie caniiot forget auy-
thing -1I hold that we can always be learning fresh
things, and by the exorcise of the viii so discipline and suh-
oýdinlate ou r meinory as to retaiîî botît tire old and the novw
k nOwedge which we have gatlierod. . . . The worst of
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memories sbould bo improved and developed by discipline,
training, and the oxerciso of stern volition - vhereas the
best momories will go to seod and become usoloss if the rein
of discipline be relaxed."

Mrs. Sala, his mother, was tho daughter of a West
Indian slave-ownor and front ber be inlîerited at sharp and
dictatorial temper. But in many respects she was a good
inother and justly rleserved the loving admiration whiclî her
son always feit for lier. Slie vias a versatile character, alter-
nating between miusic-teachiug and auting as a moans of
livelihood. This brought her into contact with many of the
best minds of the day, and it vas a goodly company to whichi
tlîe little George Augustus vas iîitroduced in bis childhood
the lovely Miss Sheridan, the Ducbess of St. Albans, once
the darling of London play-goers ; pooî' absent-minded Doni-
zette, composer of IlLucia di Lammermoor "and Il Don Pais-
(luale the lovable Bellini ;D'Arsay, the king of dandies;
Theodoro lloolz, andç no less a porsonage than Lonis Napol-'uî
Bonoparte, pretender to tire throne of France.

At eleven years of ago Sala was sont to a school iii
Paris, but remiaincd only tvo years, tieu to aur Eniglisbi school
for about tire sanie longtb of time, and his education was
supposed to be finislied !At fif teen lio Il xent in to the world'
and drifted f rom one employînont to another. His first
literary attempt of any value was a story iii the Famnily
llerald, but owing to discouragemont fromi candid friends
hie wrote no more for several years. Then, a comic poein con-
tributed to Chat a weokly lialfponny puper, openred thre
way to regular employment, and six weeks afteî bis introduc-
tion to the manager, lie vas asked to edit the sheet. How-
ever, tîme - Chat "office was soon closed and Sala was again
adrift. During these years lie suffered nuany privations. Il I
vas very, very poor," he says. IlWas it iniserable poverty?
WVell ; it was poverty ;and tlîe vast majority of people bold

that poverty and mnisery are the sanie tbing. f doubit tîmat
conclusion grravelv, anîl I claîîîî to be somrewliat of an expert
in the matter, .seeîng that botwoen the ages of soventeen and
twenty-throe, 1 experionced tue vory direst indigence.

... Understand nie. 1 do niot cail] biii poor wio bias
euougli of anytbing, be it truffles ani chamiportin, or tripe
and ontions, or bread and cheese. .. .. To ho -ýery poor
is, 1 grant, soinetimes to ho very umîiserable and to lie ex-
tremely miiserable for a time is, 1 hold, a niost benieficial
mental and bodily state for any mari to be in."

.It seenîs that a lack of tboroughiness vas the Il drag on
bis vibeel," for until the age of twenty-three, lie could not
dravi, 1101 engrave, nor write well etiougli to be received as a
skilful journeymail in any workslîop. 11e realized this and
apprenticed himrseif to an engraver of steel and copper, deter-
mircd to io niaster of one trade at least. On attaining bis
majority, hoe received a small legacy and bis friends strongly
advised himi to go to Oxford or Caiiibridige, but hoe preferred
the independerîce and varioty of bis iîake-sliift life. H1e used
somne of his scauty capital in starting a Conservative nmagaz-
ine but the first number was the only one published. At
this4 time lie mot a gentleman wîonm lie introduces to us as
Mr. Hopoful, a confirmed gambler witlu a system. Witm
this î1uestionable friend Sala sets out in quest of wealth.
The decided to woo fortune ut a gatning table iii Aix la
Chapelle. Hie returîîed a poorer and a wiser tnan.

Hie firmally deterinied to dcx ote bimself to journalisi.
Beslirew art ! 1 bad worked at it since 1 was fourteen and

a lialf. ... And 1 had to confess, witiî iiîx;ard despair,
that i was not <iostine1 to excel, either as a paimîter...
or as a drauglitsnîan. Why should 1 not endeavour by sed-
ulous study to qualify inyself for the profession of a journal-
ist ? I manraged to purchase at ar Aunit Sally sbop near
Clare Market at least a hundred numnbers of the Quarterly
lIeview. Tbey vore not consecutive - they were ragged and
diog-eared . .. Then 1 bought a set of the Examiner
îevspaper front its comtmencement in 1808 to 1841 ; and
them J. sîmut myseif up, devotimg nîiyself four' Iours a day to

hred vn nnggraphie work for U~kerinann (a firin for
wliom lie did ongraving> anti giving up at least six liours
muore to liard and fast study of essays iti the Quarterly and
the Exanminer, vhichi I knew to have been viritten by such
masters of English style as Walter Scott, Chiarles Lamb,
Hunt, H aylitt, and Southey. -1 was determined, in my own
înind,to tlîroxv art to the dogs .50soon as ever 1 could and be a
wvorking jourrialist..

lu 1857 bie mot I)ickens, and was soon afterward given

803IeU- ->]si, 18()(;.]


