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A TEXT-BOOK 0F ORGANIC CHEMISTRY.*

T I okgiewti the cornpass of 519 pages, a

chemistry, the modern developments of which f111 student

and toacher alike with despair. But Dr. Bernthsen wisely,

we think, does not attempt extended descriptions of sub-

stances, Hie sketches in lis individuals with a few hold

strokes, and avoids wearisome detail, of no real value to

the student, exeept when studied in the laboratory. In

other words, ho avoids the common mistake of trying to

give to a class book the comprehensiveness of a dictionary.

Il The treatment of the theoretical matter is, especially in

the first haif of the book, purely inductive ; the isomeric

relations of the paraffins, for instance, are first referred to

under butane, and no constitutional formula of any im-

portant compound is giyven without the grounds for it be-

ing indicated . .. the class definitions are based,

neot on theoreticai, but on actual relations." It is thus

that the author in bis preface gives the key.note to bis

method ;and this ie maintained with much harmony and

consistency ail the way tbrough. A very valuable feature

of the book is worthy of note, viz., the tabalated des-

criptions of classes of compounds. These concise descrip-

t ions make plain at a glance those serial relations in pro-

perties wbich obtain among organic compounds-relations

which are, in many books, either stated dogmatically, or

more or less hidden by extensive details. Students and

teachers of organic cbemistry wili find Dr. Berntbeen's

book a good guide.
The transiator bas givon us a readable Englisb edition,

and bas brought the text we]l tip te date by additions and

emendations which have the sanction of the author.

W. L. GOODWIN.

Quep'n's University, Kingston, Mia y (fth, 1890.

THE RAMBLER.

T1 HE question of promotion upon literary grounds is

before us.
There was precious little promotion for Charles Kingsley

and Keats and Charlotte Brontë, for Goldsmith and Jobn

Sterling and Emerson. Some poets are born ploughmen

and some statesmen. The question in such cases should

ho, 1 think, Is the pioughman a botter ploughman for

heing aise a poet, the statesman a truer statesman ? If se,

promote them. But at best, tbe ýattempt muet be fraught

with grave difficulties. Because a lawyer writes a suc-

ceseful book, are you going to makre of him a judge, and

ho, perhaps, oniy an indifferent iawyer 1 The absurdity is

obvious.

Hiawthornoe said of Goethe: IlIt .would be a poor com-

pliment to a dead poot te fancy him leaning out of the

sky and snuffing up the impure breath of eartbly praise."

Lot us see to it that wo kili neither with kindness, nor

witb cruelty, our littie band of singers. But the fact is,

the great writers of the world have ail had to flght tbeir

way. Poor unstable Keats, ki[ied by the epithet, Cockney

Sehool! I quote Hlawthorne again when I say: "Ho was

hardly a great poot. The burden of a migbty genius

would nover bave been iinposed upon shoulders so physicaily

frail, and a spirit se infirmly sensitive. Great poots sbouid

have iron sinewe."
And to wait, and to learu to wait, must ho the grand

lesson of patience learnt by even the goniusee of our age.

Tennyson waited for nino years between the publication

of hie first and second volumes. Nowadays, the modemn

sensitivenees of litorary men closes their eyes to the meai

worth of much of their produce. Nine yeare '1 Nine

days, nino weeks, tbe modern poote cry. Come, admire us;

we are the new voicos in the land, themefome make room

for us and chemieh us. Weli-cry so, and no doubt wo

shall hear and attend, but expect net too much, 0 ye

choristers of the Notbern Dawn 1 For the great singers

of English literatume have died and are dying, and those

who come after, though we wouid not defraud tbem of one

pulse-beat of pieased appreciative emotion, must 'be con-

tent to take up their individuai. crosses and carry them.

Yeu momember Matthew Arnoid's strong sonnet, do you

not '1 with its picture of the faim young bride wearing a

robe of sack-cloth next the smooth white ekin:

Such, poets, is your bride, the Miuse !Young, gay,
Rlaciant, adorn'd outside; a hidden ground
Of thought and of austerity within.

Among local affaire demanding attention, I muet not

forget te say a word for the excellent afternoon's sport

pmovided last week by the papils and friende of Uppei

Canada Coilego. The day was, to be sure, forbidding, bui

the young see oniy the Ilboauty of the main," and ite "luse

fui trouble ;" therofome, crowds as usuai thronged te thE

protty greeni se suibefote purpose. Princia n

Mrs. Dickson weme untiring in their efforts to makre every

one at home, and the agiiity displayed by the pupils wa

pleaeing and reinarkable.
In this connection 1 ebould bave long ago, oniy foi

pressure of othor matter, given voice to the very gros

deligbt sbared by those invited to attend tbe performance
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by the pupils of the Toronto Church Scbool in a similar be

direction. This institution, situatod upon Alexander ba

Street, is too welI known to need introduction bore; the hi

moll bing a vemy large one, sud the staff of masters giving ro

entime satisfaction, but the particular efforts expended by at

the Diroctors in placing fimt-cases gymnastîc opportunitios t!

within easy reach of ahl the pupils may not have received di

universal recognition. The instructor, Prof. Halfpenuy, je fE,

a skilled expert sud trained gymuast, sud bis method of pr

training bas been uniformiy successf ai. I shiah follow the th

excellent example of Hie Lordship, Bishop Sweatman, and ad

epeat that I have ne intention of quoting the much-worn th

proverb, mens sana in corpore sano, but imply refer to to

the roeat advantages this echool peesesses for refined in- hi

struction, coupled with indulgence in manly sports. HIaw- of

thorne observed that we do net send boys te echool te re

leamu Latin, Greek or msthomstics, but in order to loaru b)

to shoot, run, jump, kick, and divers and sundry elînilar th

accomplishmonts. The groat Nathaniel was pre-eminentiy a5

a healtby-mindod man, if hoe did shine beet in tales of a

weird and uncauny description. s
ai

Walt Whitman appoars once more in the May Oentury. tE

How dismal a peet can hwbe ho bie as notbing te say and

will net take the trouble te say his nothing weil, oui y 0

roaders cf Walt eau know. Heie lenet even original in Pl

these days, nor improper-slmply duli.w

IN SILENCE. h

TisEnE je ne stir ef any living thiug e

To break the rapturo of this holy pesce, b
Ail hareher thiugs have found a quick release, jE

And with my seul I converse whispering. c
Witbout the theshold grief may wait in gloom,

The door je locked, the key je laid away;h
Nene but we two are in thie quiet room, n
In sacred silence at the close of day.
Wbat deet thou fear, my seul, in trembliug se 'il
We are alono, ne harmîteau meet us now ;
We need net mark the boums as they go-b
Be glad, my soul, sud raisq tby drooping brow, t

That 1 may stoep sud prese thereon a kise, C
To thriil my being with immortai blise.c

B. F. D. DuNN. 0

TRE NAGAS 0F ASSAM.

A SSAM, situated in the valley of the great river Brama-.
lputra, le surmou nded by bille inhabited by tribes who8

are greatly bebind the Assamoso in civilization, sudofet

wbom vemy littie le known in civilized countrios. [n fact,f

it is only wben s uewspaper telle of s Govemument oxpedi-t

tion te punish eue of themn for predatory raide upon British

subjecte of the plains that attention le attractod tewards
them.

The Nagas are perhape the least civilized of these tribes,t

sud although of late years they have been quiet-or, rather,t

have coufiued themeelves te inter-tribal figtig-yot, some 1

fourteen years ago, the Indian Govemument had occasion t

te punisb themn sevorely for raide committed upon the

peaceful inhabitante of the plains. 0f these Nagas, the

principal tribes, Nameangias sud Bordurias, are perpotually

engsged in figting againet eacb other. Esch tribo je gev-

ernod by a chief, and tbey are said te have a very reasen-

able codeo of laws, whicb are kept with strictuess, severe

punishments being infiicted on ail transgmessome. Net much

je known of their internai affaire; tbey have ne eligieus

ceremonies, and do net practise caste.
The young mon are from boyhood accustomed te the

use3 of the Ildhar," or large, beavy, kuife-like hatchet, wbich

serves chiefiy for cutting thmeugh jungle, aIse in the use of

1spears; sud in the bandling of both of these weapons tbey

become meet expert. They are a avage race, but their

3ideas of warfare are confined almeest entimely te attacks

;upon their enemios from ambush. One of their methods

for defendiug a path against opponoents le te drive pieces

of bamboo into the ground, the projectiug pints of wbich

*tbey eharpen and conceai by stewing graee aound, sud a

*hostile party coming upou sucb a trap are rendered hors

i de combat by dreadful wounds iu their haro foot. The

a men tattoo their bodies, but are net allowed te punctume

their faces until tbey have killed eue of their enemios sud

peented bis bead te their chiot, after which they are

entitled to that higb privilege. It le a yeung man's ambi-

tien te win bis tattoo, for previous to se deing hoe is not

et allowed the statue ef manbood, being permitted neither te

.t mary nom to rank among the warriers. 1 remember a

S friend askiug a youug warrier how lho bad obtainoci hie

rt tatto. Ho aswered, I knew whre a wel wae at whicb

Our onemies, the eppeeiug tribe, ueed to come for water.

Iê- went aud bid mysoîf lu the jungle close to this well, sud

a very old womau came down te get water. Whou she
,d came 1 jumped eut at hem, and cut bier head off sud bougbu,

it te the chief, and thus 1 won my tattoo."
Ls These tribes descend jute the plaine lu the coid season,

)r when the rivons, wbich would ho fiooded during the raine,
rare mostly fordabie, sud the meane of communication open.

t They come down in large bodies, in Indian file, laden with

98 baskets, tbe contents of which are protected fomn possible

m." ain by the leaves of the fan-palm weven luto a eort of

h, cever. These contents censist of dried ginger, chillies, sud

n, other herbe used by the natives. They aise bring down
7g. cbjckens aud bamboo mats. They soul these geedesud

n.take the money te the neareet towu, where tbey purchase

3eade for necklaces and other coveted ornaments. These
sets are carried very mucli as a Leith fishwife carnies

or creel by a long band of cioth or bark, wbich passes

.und the head of the bearer, and each end of which is

ttached to the basket, which hangs behind, the weigbt

1us being borne by the head and back. A few mon of

listinction usually accompany each party, occasionaliy a

mw womon also, which latter have thoir heade ebaven. This

precaution le taken by their jealous busbande, wbo consider

at they wilI not appear so attractive to other would-be

idmirers in tbis shavon condition. And 1 should imagine

Ley are right in their opinion, for anything that couid add

bc their fombidding appoarance, and rendor themr more

iîdeous, their hairless heads supply. I give below a record

f one of thoir usuai visite to the bungalow of an Englieh

resident of Assam. These visite are a thing to be avoided

'y solitary residents; but thore is evor a natural desire on

th part of a young fellow fresh from homo to make

acquaintance with rosi savages for the firet time.
The victim, may be, is seated in bis bungalow, when a

servant enters, and telle him that a ban~d of Nagas bas

arriyed, and that they wish to make acquaintauce with

ho Sahib. Out goos the Sahib, and finde about forty

Nagas, four or five of whom carry oniy epears and knives.

One, who is evidently the chiof, wears a holmet made of

plaited pieces of cane, dyed med and ýellow, and ornameuted

with tuf te of dyed hair, fromn the heads of their victime,

generally ; having, also, a largo wild boar's tusk as a centre

ornamont in front, and a feather fmom the tail of the groat

hornbill sticking up in the centre of its peaked top. Hie

also weare necklacos of beade, and into the lobes of bis

cars are fitted richly-wrought eam ornaments; a beît of

brass encirclos bis waist, and the usual strip of cioth and a

:ew crimeon bangles of cane adorn hie legs below the kneo,

compieting hie attire. This great man is attendod by an

nterpmeter who underetande Assamese, inte which. lauguage

he interprete the speechee of the chief, who speaks hie

native tougue.
The conversation is opened by the chief 'e saying that

ho iesa Rajah, and tbat the host, also, le a -Rajah, and

so it je highly to ho desimed that the twain should

become acquainted, to facilitalo which ho places on

the verandah offeringe in the formi of a few oggs and a

couple of fowis, or perbape a bamboo mat or two. The

chief thon hints that ho would like t se what sort

of a prosent the Sahib je going to give him. He je thon

presented with a few cigare, a coat or an old bat, and any

other articles which are thougbt to ho suitabie. Hie receives

the presonts, but with a fine contempt which je rather a dam-

per to one's generoeity. At length the Sahib bints ina geutie

sort of way that ho bas business to attend to, other than

entertaining hie newly-mado acquaintances. The Naga

friencis, however, many of whom are squatting around on

the ground, look very like stopping, and as they are rathor

a rapacioue crowd to deai witb, the Sahib repeate hie

bints a littie lbas gently. The Naga chief thon sys that

ho wants some rupees to purchaso a few Il knicknacks " in

the bazaar, to which ho is going. These ho of ton gets-as

the Sahib doos not like the idea of hie bungalow being

mounted guard ovor by a horde of armed saývages; snd

thon the Nagas gonrlyg fbvn crdhaiyb

the visit. nr~yg fhvn crdhaiyb
When an Er.glishman knows their tricks and their

manneme ho is not se easily led to receive these savage

visitors; and there je nothing like using a distant manner

with themn at firet, such as sending out s servant to :4ay

tbat the Sahib doos not wish to be'-one acquainted-f or

one visit of thie kiud is quickly followed by suother from

other bande who have board of the succees of their forerun-

noms. The trait in their character which accounts for their

disparagemout of presents given then is that it is consid-

ered derogatomy to the dignity of a chiof to appear pleased

or eumprised at any gif te, however much ho may roally

appreciate tbom. Hie rdae of a great man rendors it a

matter of savage etiquette te take the attitude of beiug

agreeabiy impressed by nothing, as tbough ho would say,

I have te enact the part of a chief ; if I expressed pleasure

at these gifte, it would appear to the Sahib and the on-

lookers that 1 wae a slave, and had nover seen such presente

befome." One may obtain the Ilretomt courteous " at a

chief who aska for monoy, by ssying, IlSurely you don't

mean wbat you say, wben you ask for monoy ; great mon,

like you and 1, do not came about mouey; that is what

slaves came for, but Rajahs are above such low cravinge."

I have seen a chief walk away quite nonplussed by such a

retort.

The Nagas are very fond of dog fiesb, and the coolies

tako the opportunity of their visit to get rid of someofe

their superfiuous canines by giving these to them. They

are regular ecavengeme, and as such may ho catalogued

together with the vultures and jackals, for thoy wiii eat

the fieeb of any animai that bas died, and are partial to

dead elephants sud buffalos, and that, too, wben they are

iu euch a high state that one would think no human being

couid possibly eat thom.
Mauy of these savagos are now becomiug comparatively

civilizod, some have settled in British tomitory, aud are

quite Iltame," and their complote civilization je doubtiese
but a ma ttor of a few yeare.

Birchton, P. Q. HUBIERT KESrrELL CoRNIeS.L

Tais widespread intereet in ail matters relating to

American history will cause a new. and cheaper edition of

Lthe admirable Li/e ol General Greene to ho beartily wel-

1comed. The tbree volumes wili soon bo issued at $7.50
)instead of $12. fromr the Riverside Presa.


