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Ail corrospondence intended for tisis column should be directedl ta the Musical Editor,

'CANADIAN SPECTATOR Office, 162 St. James Street, Montreat. C

Ail cammunicatians ta cantain tise namne and address of the sendier.

Natices of Concerts in Pravincial towns, &-c. are invited, sa as ta keep musical amateurs

well informed concemning the progress of the art in Canada.

MILITARY CONCERTS.

Military concerts are the order of the day, varied occasionally by performances isy

isemisers of the sister service. The sailors of 1-. M. S. Tourmaline are ta appear at the

Skating Rink, an Friday evening and perforra solos and chortîses in company with the

memisers of tise 6tb Fusiliers. Now we may be wvrong, but vie imagine that if the gentle-

men wero to appear in civil costume, and trust simply ta tise monits of thoîr performance,

they woutd have but a slim autdience; it is therefore as sailors and soldiers of lIer Majesty

on exhibition tisat people go to soc tet, açd thse uniform, whicb is paid for b>' the people,

is used, like a showman's costume, for tise attraction of a gaping multitude. \Ve have a

bigîs opinion of the defenders of ottr land, and think tbemn wortby of an office more noble

than tbat of exhibiting themselves for a consideration, like tise lame Zulus in England. To

caîl sucis shsows concerts is, vie thinîk, ta miaapply thse terto, as in these days sve understand

by a concert a public musical performance. There are many people, however, wbo nover go

to any entoriaintoonts on tîseir monits as sucis, but invariaisly onquire - I "Wiat church is it

for?" or Il'Wiat institution will I isenefit isy going V" Tihe idea of benefliing t/liseives

nover seoms to enter iheir heads, and tlsey are satisfled to accepi any kind of performance,

as tise peiformeis are not musicians, but sailors. If they are sailors lot thomn attensd to tiseir

prafession, singing on ly for the gratification af ihetoselves and friends. Montreal is shuined

nosv by mosi professionai troupes, as ail tise people's money flows ijito the pockets of those

iso are paid isy themn for a very difforent purpose.

MUSICAL CONCERTS.

We are glid ta hear that we are ta have somte mnusical concerts soon. Nordhieimors'

Hall, af wisicis Mr. DeZouche is the lessce, will sbortly ho opened by Mr. Franz Rummel,

the eminent pianisi ; and tise Mendelssohn Quintette Club are ta give iwo concerts an the 6tb

and 7tb of October. Mr. Rummel is known as one of the leading pianiats of tise day, and

we loak forward witis interest to bis appearance bore. We consider tise piano t/le Jrst 0fiil

instrumecnts, and a piano recital by an artisi is always a great treat.

Tie Mendelssohn Quintette Club is 50 well and favotîrahly known throu.ghoui Canadla

that it is sure ta ho welcomed ssmangst us. Somo changes have taken place in tise personel

of the organization. Mr. Edward lieimendaisl, xvio appeared sa successfully in London last

seasun, beitig now IlFirst Violin," and Mn. Freclerick Giese, a Hollander of repute, is thse

IlViotoncelto." Miss Fanny Kellogg, now ane of the leading concert singers in America,

accompanies ihemn as vocalisi. It is now a long lime since thse Mendelssohn Club lias visited

Montreal ; we almost identify it witi the mutsical hisiory of this city, and believe it bias donc

mucis to caunieraci the effeci of thse umusicol concerts we bave sa frequently to complaîn

of. The members of tise Club do not give thse praceeds of their concerts to ausy honevolent

institution, and in attentling themn it is possible that we may ho guilty of tise onormiîy of

hlseping to support baîf a dozen musicians ; but we cao say witb trutis thai the concerts are

gîven for thse benefit of the entire community, and trust tisai many will avait themselves

of tise opportunity of atîending tbem.

"PAUL AND VIRGINIA."

At a recent interview of Miss Emma Abisoit, the wriior commenced bis queries by ask-

ing Miss Aishoit wby she opened bier season wiih IlPaul and Virginia," wben Gotunod baad

pronounced lier greatesi succeas t0 ho in IlFaust."

IlWby ?" said the cantatrice, giving one amail boot an onergotie tap witb tise ivary han-

dle of ber parasol, Ilwhy ? Woll, l'Il tell yoo. Because it is ane of tise grandeat operas ever

written ; becauso I bave created tise raie of Virginia in ibis country-love it and bave stuc-

ceeded in it. But ta begin ai the beginning, as tihe children say, you will rememiser tisai tise

siary was written by Bernardin de St. Pierre in r1789, and created a sensation wberever thse

Frencis language was read. Napoleon vias so, affected hy it tIsaihoe conferreel tise decoration

of tise Legion of Ilonaur on tise autisor. As an instance of its effoct, it is said ta bave revolît-

tionized use fashions of tise day, wisicb ran ta tise wiidest exces% in glitter and extravagance.

Thse picture of ' Virginia,' as sise was drawrs iy tise gifted pon of tise author in ber innocent

goodness anîd simpticity, leading a life of daugbterîy devnicn ta iser motiser, filled wiib a lave

pure aud sweet as a cisild's, yet %varm and intense as a womrn's, for Pau, wearing the simptesi

of white dresses, fresh and brigîsi as one uf tise flowers of ber awn tropical foresis, was sucis

a striking contrast ta tise feminine cisaracier and dress of tise time tisai tise nobler by natuîre

endeavoured ta imitate ibis bhisttiful character, wbicli as always stood alone in literature as

il will in opera. Tise music is by tise groat composer, Victor Masse. Wisen I was a studeni

in Paris I sang for ii, and hoe said I was botter adapted ta tise r-ie of Virginia tisan any

singer ho had ever iseard. Tise music accords witis tise ramantic story, and is fuîl of strange

and beautiful effecis, such as tise weird Bamboula chorus, sung by tise slaves in tise Cotton

field ; tise impassioned love duo, 'B3y tise Air That I Breatise,' and tise exquisito bird sang,

wisicis introduces tise mosi cbarming ventriloquia
1 effecis. Some of tise melodies are Sa ful of

warmnth and feeling tisat il needs no educated ear ta guide thera siraigisi ta tise heart. It bas

been entisusiasticalty received so far, for ils varied elements strike tise popular fancy. Tise

scenic effeets, are very novel and beautiful. "

AT Pesara, lately, no ballots wore cast ait tise election. Tise electors badl ait gone ta a

musical festival wbere Rossini' s music detained thema ail day. IlWittam. Tell" bas evidently

nat taugisi tise Italians that Iletemnal vigilance is tise price of freedom."l

StGNoss ALBERTINI will make bis debut in New Yark on October 7th ait Steinway Hall,

and will have on tisis occasion tise assistance of Miss Gertrude Franklin, Signor Agramante

and a grand orchestra. After tise success tise young violinisi bas bail in private circles, bis

concert ougist. ta awaken interest, if there is any interest left in New York, for concerts of

virtuasi.

Ail Gorre.epandence iniended for thia Colun n, and Exchanges, .thould be directed Io Me

HILSS EDITOR, CÂNADIAN SPECTATOR Office, 162 SI. 'yarnes Street, Montreal.

Montreal, Sept. 27th, 1879.
PROBLEm No. XL.

From the Detroit Free Press Taurney. Motta "Et voluisse sat."
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Thr 1oloe(Ms. 7ýasrip saso hr bv rben -lW aenvrbf
me it hesmeieas batiulywrk out r .orcekn ovso lc ue

Whitte tock Whi ndte inc twoitve.

1RTheK Kt IoloK (Mass.) 6ln p say o te abv roe K -t 6 e have eyerefor

met th Kth sam P ieas be(autif(ch)y woKe out h fou cK ckn tove of 6lc Quee

Caect poletona rst igbt appear imposibl ofT. soFluti , bu i s ond adwiluzl

SOLTIO T NRo.L NoV.X XVI

WhITIT. BLCK. WWH ITE AK. Bl HI TE WL .

w K Rt KKtB(3 K to R 6 3 1 K take K to Kt 6a Q P2 K tK a Q
32tB4 R t0 KtB sq PtesR(aQ)27hK 4 to K sq Ka toB inn s

6R eMrQcr4 i Mc tas M,,o î2 P t Q R K Rt t K 30 t Q to B Ktaltes B

7KatoKB p Kttols3 P KRBtkcsq t K tQký R 31 2 takeKt Q t0 Q 3

8 P oB K B tol. K R3 l RI-oQt B s P toQKt 4 32Rtkesq tale Kot

9 P taKt 4  VtakP K 2 21 t3 tas K t q3 e5ta Q 4(f) R tofle

1.PtoQk PtallesPK 2 tP toQK6R Pîake.p 30 Q toK 7  Bakes BP add sb y

ii Q takes B Q to Kt 5 23 B talecs P <ci K to Rt sq perpetual check.

NOTLn.-(a) K Kt to K 2 is considered best lutre.

(Mt A very useful move, enabling White to retain bis command of the diagon2l front which the Knight's

P threatencd t0 exciode hlm, cramping stili further the action of thc Black Q, and preparing the way for the

advance of the Q R P.

(c ie =inigo a series of very cluver inoves.

ICI It was a3sltely essary for White thus ta face bis opponent's Bishop; had etrd n te

inove Blac.k trust have won by P to Kt 5.
(e) Curions; this scemioely bazardons move is perfectly sallé.
(f) A very suitable nmode of winding up tbis liveIy gamelet.

CHESS INTELLIGENCE.

TiHE match between Messrs. Potter and Mason, which lias beon the chief tapie of.con-

versation in the London choss circlos for the past three months, bas resulted in a draw, by the

mutual agreement of the players. Without passing any opinion on ibis manner of finishing

an important chess contost, we cannot but regret that it was not played ta its terminatian.

The Glasgow Weekly Ilerald, of Sept. 6th, contains an interestiog leiter on the match,

written by its London correspondent, which we will take the liberty of capying in full.

"The match between Messrs. Poîter anîd Mason has terrîsinated it a draw. This result of the long po

tracîe titts a te ecedbyaretn ew the players. 'l'le twentieth game, opened byMr.

Potter with P 10 K 3, it reply 10 which M r. Mason played P t0 K 4. was drawn at eue sitting. The final

gamne w.ts piayed at the Divan ont Sattirday and yesterdtty, opst,.Og witit P to K 3, P to Q Rt 3, and was won

by Mr. Poîter. The play oit Mr Mason's *ide certainiy did flot exhibit that amouitt of care which might

have been cxpected ai this stage of the match, and it this respect wits in miarked contrast wlth his style when

bis score stood hrlow his opptnent»s. 0f the 2t gaines playecin f0lie match each player hail now won s, and

i t had bren dr.Iwo. As th raws afler 8 were t0 cottot a haif t0 each player, the score of each thus stand at

6V2, and an agreemtent had been made a lrw days before, that in tbis event the final game should notbceplayed.

The match %vis cotteqîently drawn. Ttken as atwhole, the games in this mastch are ceitainly itot distinguisbed

by mtuch brilliancy or daring, the aimt of the players evidently being ta sîîîdy safety before ail things. Yet I

loti bound t0 say that, as fat as the evidence of tbe present match goen, the more cautins as distinguished

froin the more daring style of play ânes rot seem ta lead to a higher standard of accoracy. 0f this the large

proportioni of drawn games in a very fallacious criterin. Several games have beer dr,îwn at an early stale,

sîmply becatîse nitlher player cared t0 encotunter the risk of playing to win, and soine have been drawn a ter

one or bothbhail let an advantage slip. This resuît is not in the Ieast surprising, and it implies o reflection

whatever on the skili of either of thte plttyers. No amounit of cation can prevent complications arising in

alunost any gaine of chess taI b affl e exhaustive calculaîlon, and 1 believe it bas often heem found that gantes

that have best stood the test of after aufalysis have been those in which the players of experience have suffered#

them..elves t0 he guided by a happy inspiration or intuition, raîher than those in which they have directly

aimed at certainty of calculation . n no pursnit bas Hotspur's maxim, IlOut of tbis rettie danger we pluel

ihis fiower safety - bren more often vindicated than in cbess. Sbnrtly after tbe Paris Tournametit I took

occasion in state tn this coltîmi that Me. Mason would be found a formidable opponient hy any first.clasa

player. l'bc satnie opinion was shortly after expressed in the Westminster Papers, and han bren fully borne

out by bis stîbseqîtent experience. Mr. Potter's reputation is too weil established in this counttry te have

suffered even had hie bren defeated.-~

THE Ayr <Scotland) Okservcer bas thse following cancerning Mr. van Bokumn's new systema

of notation publisbod in aur Calurrnn of tise i 6tb uit.
IlA correspondent of the CANADIAN SPECTATOR draws the attention of tihe Chess Editor ta a stem of

chess notation 'wbich tries ta combine the conciseness of the Germait wiîb the expressiveness of thse ~gil
Thse salient point of thse notation is its denoting tise pieces on the King's side and their files bs' the capital

letters R, N, and B, and those on thse Queeîts side by r, on and h. There are aiso a nuother nf other uoim-

portant contractions to wbich il is unnecessary t0 refer. Wr do not think that the notation is one whlch ie

iilely to meet with general acceptance, and that principally because it is mucis more difficult ta master titan,

eiîher the Engiish or the A t systemt Wbat we dlaimt for the systemt we bave adopted is this-thlt by it. sny

one cao play over games, problent solutions &c., who simply ows the names and powers oit the pieces. it

is a mistake ta sîrive afr condensation attise expense of clearness; and in a case where two similar pieces

cao move to the saine square, tise latter qualiîy is sacrified ta a greater or Iras extent, by any systent which

ânes net sprcify the square moved frone an well as thse square moved to. Thus, in a problemn with Rooles ait

tise extremities of the 'a' file. you convey no information il'yeu sRY K R r 4, or Q R r 4, Or r r 4, &c.

R (a tl) a 4 s nt mueis longer, and carnot benistaken."
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