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INT14RIOR 0P FORT WELLINCTON, PRERSCOTT.

The flattie o! the Lindmill.
A REMINISCENCE 0F THE FIG HTING NEAR

PRESCOTT, ONT. IN 1838.

(A. R. Garzen, B. A. in the Il1'Iasti«gs S/air.")

The visitor of to-day to Prcscott, whiether lie catches
his first glimpse of Fort Wellington frorn tlîe boat or
on.s the railway car, secs little but a passable green
mouind apparcntly capped with a low, square, gun-hiouse,
toppcd wvith a rather rusty tini roof. But, if he swear
in a gamin-guide by the aid of sorte smnall currency, lie
*ill be coîîducted down King street, and dlirected to
climb tlirough an opcniug iii the fence into the Il Fort
Field." Truc, tliere is a gate iii tli rear directly opposite
the only entrance 10 the Fort, but tlîe barefooted guide seemis
intent on imprcssiug tlic stranger wvitî tlic unsurmcuuitable
difliculties that wvould oppose the capture of '' our Fort ;"
hence lie walks him across the risiug field that slopes gradu-
àlly up towvards thc miouuid util lie stands tupoti the edge of
the 4'diteh," probably ten leet deep auJ twent%, to tlîirtv feci.
wvide. J ust bevonid the bttoni of' ili ditclî where it beg.itîs
to risc, is planted a heavy' cedlar stockade, cotiiposed of' stakes
nine to twelve feut in hieiglît, shairpened at the points. WVhile
this defence could bc easily battered dowsi hy modern artillery,
at the timne of its crection it ellectually preveted the carryin<r
of the wvorks b>' storm :..uo rillernan co)uld scale that stocîcade.
You hiave approaclied the Fort iii ibis %vay fromn the left %vlierc
lies the town ; now passing aroutid 10 die south you will lind
the ditch shoots out the formi of a U directlv iii trosit of the
Fort proper, into which is thruist froi flic nîotnd as lowv stone
tongue whose sides arc slit wvith port-lîolcs. This cati bc
filled withi troops from itîside the miouud and wvould prevent
the enemy from surrounding the fort iii the slielter. of tlic
ditch. At this point if you assure your guide that )-ou
seriously doubt wvlether the etitire Uiîed States armiy --and
you may as' wcll throw in -the navy, it cannot unake miucli
difference----couldi reduce this Prescottonian Gibraltar, he may
be appeased and lead you to the vulsierahie spot iii this lîari-

lcss old monument of past wveakness. Once it could stand a
siege of months, now the artillery practice of haif an* hour
wvould silence it forever.

Skirting the Fort, you wvill find yourself in front of two
hieavy gates in the stockade, usually defended by a xvarlike,
though harmless, cow. Inside the gate you p,,îjss under a
heavily guarded archway throug,,h the mouind into the court
around the court proper. This court, probably seveîity-five
yard s by fifty, contains threc low, frame buildings that cling
about the base of enormous chimneys intended for officers'
quarters, and a littie to the imiddle stands the fort itself. It
is a heavy block of stone masonry about fifty feet square and
twenty feet higlh, capped with a massive log storey about ten
Ieet higli and overlapping the stone base a foot ail around.
Thle stone wvork is pierced wvith a beit of port holes twvo-thirds
of the wav up ; inside, the wooders apex coulci be made to
brisile wvith rifle-barrels. At each of the four corners of the
emibankment: lie what wvas once a platforin to enable the
cannion to lire over the edge of the- parapet, wlîich could be
runtiup into the mound by a couple of earthen tramwavs at
the tiortheast and southwest corners.

About the ith of November, 1838, the nmeagre township miii-
tia wvas called out anîd put.under charge of Captain Fraser
(Edwardshurg), aud Captai:;l V. Jones (Augusta.)

Th'lese exceedisiglv raw recruits, not even boasting uniformis,
were statioucd in a hiouse ownecl by a Mr. Patton, afterwards
County Regi strar, wvhich stood tîcar the spot tww occupied
b', the Prescott Market Ilouse. These men werc nîustered
iu with the Crlengarry nîlliitia aud drîlled as t horoughly as
ci rcunmstances wvould allow.

On Stunday, the i i tih inst., word was received by the ofli-
cers that the Il Patriots " lîad embarked on a tnmber of
hoaits--varioiusly stated-and wvere preparing to make a
descent on Prescott with a view to capturing Fort Welling-
ton. Thiat night tlic meni retired to their barracks rcstlcss
Nvith exciternient :the oflicers hiad told thems nothiîîg, but the
1.11US14,1 stir around " headquarters " warned tlîem tlîat thiere
was work ahiead. A littie before 2 a.m. the coloiiel's orderly
aroîîscd the bugler, and in a few moments the thrilling'notes
of the Il alarmn " started through the stili night air. 'l'le men
sprang hastily out of their hunks, and wvhile scrambling for
their clothes, many a raw farmer lad trembled and shuddered
at tile pos#sibilities (if the next fewv hours. XVeterans would


