
DOMINON MEI)ICAL MONiILLY

There is n0 doubt that, while the înortality of abdominal
Operatioiis rcniiincd Iligl, tbe sco])C of abdomîinal surger'y wvas
limited iii proportion. It is only desj)(ratecasesC that adImit of
desperate reinedies, and as long as tbc risk; of operation was greater
than the risk of lcaviîig matters alonie, it was wise aiid practical
advice to recomiiicid patienlts to (niîdlre their suffcriIgs witb
Christianî rcsig,,iiîtiolî rather than face the risl<s of slirgery ; and
patients would have beeri justified, whien operation was adviscd, iii
replying in the words of King IDavidl, " Let mie fail inito the hands
of God, rather than into the hands of nien.''

We 110w COUIC to the consideration of what bas 11a)pened in
the last twenty-five -years, and tbcrcwith to the more special sub-
ject of these remnarks, whicb is the plienoinal extension of the
scope of operations, riot for the saivilg of life alone, but for the
relief of suffering.

To illustrate how the field of operations lias extcrided fi i-

verse ratio to the rate of niortalitY, 1 cannot give you a miore
graphie pictuire than is 1 )reseînted iii the records of the Chbelsea
Hlospital for Wonicn. 1 have iiivestigatc(l the records of ail the
abdorninal operations perfornied at tbîs bospital iluring the twenty-
five -vears froni 1886 to 1 910); and gronping theun in ])eriods of
f6ve years eaeh, we find the resuits as follows:

No. of Abdo-
minal. No. of Percentage

Years. Opera tions. Deaths. Mortality.
1886-1890...........126 27 '21.4
1891-1895............2 06 35 17.0
1896-1900............879 50 5.6
1901-1905...........1,493 63 4.2
1906-1910...........1,880 54 2.8

Thus, whi]e fifteen tinies as mnany o perations were perforîned
iii tbe last five years as compared witlî the flrst five years, the per-
centage mnortality was eight tiunes less.

By way of further illustration, 1 will take two individual
classes of operation, one for the remcival of the tub)es and ovaries
for inflaniniatory disease, and the otiier, the removal of the uterus
for flbroids. I have choseri these two, because, while these opera-
tions are perforrned in a certain proportion of cases for the direct
saving of life, their purpose is eveil more the relief of suffering
and of ebronie invalidismn. The records of the Chelsea Hlospital
for Woincn, taken iii the same way as before, are as follows:


