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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The arrival of the steamer Ifrankiin puts us in
possnssion of intelligence from Turope up to the 23rd
ult.  From Tnglaud the political news is of little or
nn imporiance.  Kossuth bad not arrived, but was
daily expected at Southampton,

"The great Lxhibition was finally closed on Satur-
day, the 11th ult., having eleared the sum of £200,-
000. So far the projecis of its promnters have been
eminently successful.  The concluding ceremonies
were inferior in magnificence to those which heralded
its opening.  ““ In ohedience to the clamor of per-
sons,” says the Taldct, “many of whom are never
seen i a place of worship, and whose notions of
religion would puzzle the most acute analyst of mental
hallucinations, the Royal Commissioners consented fo
a small portion of religion—the very smallest possible,
and whicl, if it hiad been omitted, would not have becn
missed.””  The Protestant Bishop of London said 2
prayer over the hardware and dry goods, and so the
affair ended.

‘The wholesale emigration from Ireland, or the
Celtic Exodus, as it is not unaptly termed—and the
hearlless systemn of proselytising, carried on in the
West of Ireland, are engaging much of the aitention
of serious men on both sides of the chanpel. Ttis a
strange spectacle, Lo behold the children of the soil
flecing, as if the Avenger of Bload were behind them.
Sinee the fifth century, when Asin poured its hordes
into the heart of Turope, never has emigration been

. carried on, on so vast a seale as it is, this day. from
Ireland. ¢ From morning to night,” says the Times,
# the Celtic exodus continmies to be the marve! of the
day. Trom morning to night, from the arrival of the
first trains before daybreals, to the last which reach in
the eveming, nothing scarcely is to be seen along the
line of splendid quays which adorn Dublin, but the
never-ending stream of emigrants flying, as if from a
pestilence, 10 seek the means of existence which their
own inhospitable land denies to labor, and the modest
ambhition Lo live and dic heyond the gloomy precinets
of the Irish workhouse.” And whenee comes this?
is a question that naturally rises to the lips of cvery
man. Men do not leave their lomes without a
struggle ; they cannot abandon the pleasant places of
their birth—the graves wherein the ashes of their
forefathers repose, without a strong notive, without
some urgent cause.  "This cause is to be found in the
cruel oppression of the taskmasters. swho have ruled
the land with a rod of iron. The eflects of the
brulal Jaws of the XVIII. cenlury, ave being now
made manilest; of those laws, which, whilst they
were altogether in vain to make the Irish apostates to
the Faith, were, at all events, very successful in
reducing them to begzary. The Protestant oppressors
of Treland bhave dealt with her people, in the same
manner, and in the same spirit, as did the Egyptians
with the clildven of Tsracl. ¢ Come let us wisely
oppress them, lest they multiply, and if any war shall
rise against us, join with our enemies, and overcome
‘8s.”  Such has been, literally, the policy pursned
towards the Irish, by the English government: the
ministerial organs are,not ashamed to avow it—nay,
rather glory init. and congratulate themselves upon the
success of their fiendish policy. The Morning Post
thus speaks of ¢ Ircland and its Physecian,” that is,
ils misery:—

. * Sir Joseph Yorke longed for the submersion of
Irclaud, for just twenty-four hours, beneath the waters
of the Atlantic ;¥ good—humane—true-hearted Pro-
testanl gentleman that he was! #and then that'that
island should re-appear, and start afresh.  "What Sir
Joseph Yorke jocosely wished for—what Cromswell
endeavored to do by force of arms—what the Con-
servatism of the Eldon,and Perceval stamp, aceording
to Mr. Macaulay, was slowly accomplishing, that I'ree
trade is doing scriously, rapidly, and eflectually. Tt
does not incur, as Cromwell’s butcheries did, the
scandal and abhorrence of mankind. Tt goes to
vrork coldly, quietly, and decently, shedding no blood,
and making no noise. It is an oublictte, down which
the abrozious Celt disappears, and no questions
asked, Itissteadily removing the Zive encumbrances
of the soil, which are supposed to prevent Ircland
{rom being a profitable. investment: for Anglo-Saxon
capital, and enterprise. If this process continues we
shall bave the pacification of Treland effected with a
vengeanee.” They make a solitude and call it peace.
However, these sclf same lizve encumbrances are not
destroyed, they are only removed; and the stout
hearls, and strong arms, which were not found to be
Jtve encumbrances on the plains of Waterloo, and on
many a bloody ficld—whick, had the principles of
Christion charity actuated the British government,
would have heen again found ready and willing to
protect it in its hour of need, will soon become, on
this side of the Atiantic,not merely live encumbrances,

but something far more dangerous,as England will yet
find out to her cost. By the Celtic Exodus she is
losing subjects, friends, delenders in the day of trial,
but she is gaining enemies, not the less deadly because
the day of vengeance is deferred, not the less to be
feared because allied, ond incorporated with the
bitterest enemies of British supremacy.

The Irish were not only looked upon as dangerous,
because of their numbers, and of their Celtic origin,
but they were, and are hated because of their con-
stancy to the Catholic Faith: they were not only live
encumbrances, to be got rid of—they were also
benighted Papists, lo be converted, if possible; not
because of any welfare therefrom to accrue to their
immortal sculs, but because the attachment of the
great bulk of the people to the ancient religion, was
found to be a great obstacle to Protestant ascendency,
and to the spread of the new-fangled baiderdash,
nicknamed Evangelical religion. 'Whilst one portion
of the population was driven into exile, the remainder
was to be made the subject of the proselytisiug gentry,
krown as Jumpers and Soupers. This movement has
been going on for some tine, under the name of the
« Second Reformation ; every period of famine, of
failure in the crops, has been followed by a sccond
reformation, to be followed in its turn, by a relupse
into the errors of Popery, so soon as the potatoes
secmed to promise an abundant crop.  Tor the
manner in which this sccond reformation is carried
into effect, we refer our readers to some articles upon
our second and third pages: for the motives which
actuate the proselytisers, and the victims of their
arts, we are indcbled to the Feoncsmist, a London
journal, conducted on very Protestant principles.
After a long complaint of the moral influence of the
Church over the minds of the faithful, it examines the
two methads by which this influence may be counler-
acted by the czzdl authorily :—% It must cither make
with the head of the Catholic Church such an agree-
ment as will vest in its own hands the selection and
appointment of the Priests, or of those higher cccle-
siastics who govern them—in other words, make a
concordat with the Pope—or, as the only other ailer-
native, it must contrive so to enlighten the minds of
its subjects, so to enamor them with liberty, so to
place in the clearest light the justice and wisdom of
its own proceedings, so to male patriotism a stronger
passion and a tighter bond than sectarian aflections

* ¢ > that the faith of the people in the
truth of their ereed, and the authority of their
Church, shall not be 7obust enough to bear the strain
of being urged by sacerdotal influence to act ina
manner repulsive to their conscience. derogatory to
their freedom, inconsistent with ihe clear interests of
their country—that if the Priesthood persist as it has
lately done tn Ireland, in sciting their duty as sub-
missive Catholics, in {lagrant opposition with their
duty as Britons, with their obligations as parents,
with their prospects in the world—with their instinets
as men of sense, decency, and justice—the result of
the conflict will be, not that the State will lose sub-
jects, but that the Church will lose adherents.”  We
have here, at one view, the whole policy of proselytisin.
As it is manifestly hopeless fo attempt degrading the
Bishops and Priests of the Catholic Church, to a level
with the Anglican clergy—as it is clear that little
Lord Jobn will never be allowed to appoint Pastors
over Christ’s Church, as he does Anglican Bishops,
and Custom-house oflicers—the faith of the people, in
the truth of their erecd, is to be wenkened by appealing
to their duty as Britons—to their fustincts—and o
their prospects in the world.,  Accordingly, we find
the same writer avowing that these are the motives
which have actuated the proselytisers, and the prose-
Iytised.  After enumerating 1121 cases of conversion
Irom Catholicity to Protestantism, he adds:—«The
remarkable point seems to be, that they are not
converts from any prefercnce of their new doctrinal
creed ; they are not proselytes properly so called;
they have passed vver from one Church.to the other
Sfrom feeling that Protestantism opens to them many
advantageswhich Catholicism,as Priests now preach
it, world compel them to forego.” Highly creditable
motives for changing, indeed. We wish our Pro-
testant friends joy of their converts; but they should
remember that, as since, upon Protestant testimony,
they have changed solely from worldly motives, so
also, they will be very apt, from worldiy motives, to
leave them for some other church, which shall « open
to them advantages” which Anglicanism would com-
pel them to forego. :

Irish conversiona won’t bear looking into. The
late Tyrone Power had some qucer stories about
them, for the second reformation was just as active,
and just as confident ‘of success in his days, as it is
now. Ilere is one of poor Power’s anccdotes, which
gives a very good idea of the motives for conversion,
and the character of the converted, among the Irish.
The story is called—.1 successful Tnstance of conver-
sion, and is thus narrated :—

“ You must know that there has been going on in
Ireland latterly what the pious evangelicals call the
¢ Sccond Reformation,’ and the zeal for making con-
verts from Rome has at length reached some of the
nobility ; Lord S is amongst the number, and
finding that he made no headway among kLis Catholic
tenantry by sermons, or tracts, or argument, he
finally thought of 2 more encrgetic mode of proceeding.
Liord S—— had an old tenant who had been born on
the estate, and his father before him, and whose lease
expired just as the religious mania {or making converts
was at its highest point ; this man whose name was
Michael Murphy had three sons, aud it therefore was
lo him a matter ol lifc or death to retain his farm.
When he ealled on Lord S—— to arrange about the
renewal, his Lordship thus addressed him: ¢ Well
Michael Lam glad to see you; you have always been
a good tepant and an honest man ; but Michael, with
all my desire to serve you, I must not forget my duty

to the DProtestaut: cause; it is wrong for me to

‘worthless a territory ?

patronise Popery on my estate, and therefore before
I renew your lease, you must promise to renounce
your . errors, and to join our church,” Poor Michael
was thunderstruck: though an ignorant man, he was
a devout Catholic; and as soon as he eould speak, he
threw himsell on his knees, burst into tears, and
exclaimed : ¢ Oh my Lord, my Laord, don’t be too hard
orn me entirely; don’t be afther destroying me sowl

entirely ; sure wasn’t I born on your noble father’s|

place, and my father before me ; and haven’t I grown
up with your lordship! and think what a cruel thing
it would be afther I have been travelling the right
road for over sizty wyears to ax me now to take the
wrong one. Oh! may the Blessed Virgin soften
your lordship’s heart this day. and unsay that word.’
The orthodoxy of his lordship could not withstand
this unaffected appeal to his good feelings ; he there-
fore said:. ¢ Well Michael, I do pity you; you are an
old man; you had no education, you cannot be blamed,
perhaps, for following the errors of .your youth,
therefore, I excuse 702 ; but, upoen the condition that
you give up one of your boys, for I have set my
heart upan a canvert from your family, and I insist
on this.” ¢ God for ever bless your lordship,” replied
Michael, ¢that’s a more reasonable proposal, and so
T’ll go home, and consult my ou/d woman, and what-
ever she agrees to I'll do.> ¢ Very well,? said Lord
S , ¢ go liome to your wife, and come back to-
morrow with your answer.” The morrow came and
so did Michael, looking quite composed. ¢ Well
Michael, what does Pegoy say ?* asked Lord S .
¢ Taith my lord,” replied Michael, ¢ Peggy thinks it
well, and so she agrees to your lordship’s request, and
many thanks to you for letting me off > Lord 8
was overjoyed at this speedy success of his new plan,
but, inasmuch as it was the first convert he had cver
made, he was curious {o hear by what process of
reasoning Michael bad induced Peggy to consent; he
therefore asked : ¢ But Michael, what did you say to
Pegoy, and what did she say to you? Cowe, tell me
all that passed.” ¢ Why then, plase your lordship,’
refurned Michael, ¢ when I got home, we sat down
over the fire, and T just out, and towid her all your
lordship said {o me, and azed her what we were to
do.> Well Michael, said she, shure it will never
answer for you to give up this bit of ground, as ’tis
our only support, and so we must give up one of the
poor boys to be made a Protestant of, (the Lord
save us from harm!) And DPegey, says I, I
thought as much myself, but which of the boys shall
we give up? Ocel, says she at once, I’] fax it;
shure there’s our son Iat, and you know ke’s going
to the devil anyhow, and faith he mey as well go
through the Protestant church as any other way.

This was the first, and Zast convert made by Lord
27”
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The rules for the Catholic Defence Association
have been made public., The first meeting of the
society was to have been held upon Friday, the 17th
ult.  “Lhe nest mail will bring us intelligence of the
resolutions agreed upon, and of the future intentions
of the associafion.

From the Colony of the Cape of Good Iope the
news is most disheartening. The steamer Birkin-
head brought letters up to Sept. 12, from which it
seems that a great additional body of troaps, some
say 10,000, would be required to re-cstablish peace ;
upon which John Bull will very naturally inquire,
whether it be worth while to incur the expense of
such a large military establishment, in order to retain
forcible possession, for a few years longer, of so very
We think ihat the answer
will be given in the negative. The British troops are
said to have suflered a severe vepulse at the Fish
River; disaffection amongst the nalive tribes was
increasing, and it was feared that there would be 2
union amongst them to expel the whites, Iere is
one colony lost to Great Britain.  Australia, in all
probability, will soon go too.

In our foreign news will be found anaccount of the
resignation of the French ministry.  The latest ac-
counts from Paris hold out no prospect of a termina-
tion to the crésis ; it being generaliy thought that in
the present stormy state of the polilical horizon, the
President would find it very difficult to find any pilot
bold enough to undertake charge of the vesse! of the
State. The foreign ministers in Paris were much
alarmed 5 but as yel the French funds have remained
pretty steady.

A large meeling has been held at the Faneuil Hall,
Boston, in order to petition for the liberation of the
Irish IExiles. An account of the weeting, and of the
petition adopted, will be found on our sixth page.

RELIGIOUS EQUALITY.

‘ Fair words butter no parsneps,” is a time-honored
proverb—irue, perhaps, in theory, but false in practice.
Why, with what else, cxeept « fair words,” arc the
great majority of political parsneps buttered, at the
present day? T go for progressive reforms,” says
one chap. © Harrah for the march of mind, and the
intelligence of the age,” says another. Another
declares that « Religious Equality * is his ticket, and
very brave words they arc ; but then, they are words,
and nothing more, held out as a bait, to eatch Catholic
suffrage ; but as vain and unsubstantial, as the glitter-
ing compound of tinsel and feathers, wherewith unwary
salmo is often lured to his destruction. Why will not
men tell us what they mean by * Religious Equality 7”
With Protestants and Catholics, these words have
very different neanings.

Because, in reality, equality —whether civil or reli-

| gious—means simply zothing. OF itself, equalitv is

neither good nor bad—it may be either. ~ It may
mean an equality of liberty for all ; in which case, it
is most ardentiy to be desired and struggled for ; it
may, and gencrally too often does, mean notliing more
than an equality of slavery, is which case it is bad,
and to be resisted. ‘

Of this latter kind of political equality we bave a fair

specimen, in- the equal despotism o i
from the richest no?)leman, I:iown 1o fnh%“?ﬁ
all are equally amenable to the salutary discies]t' rh
the knout, and all equally liable to be exposet{) :ne »
rigors of a Siberian exile. From tlis kind of ¢, e
we pray that we may be Quality

delivered, both ;
and State. ‘When, therefore, we llearll:zbﬁ::;:

talking about religious equality, we a ;

ous of knowing what th?:y mZz;n thell-:l:ys fcﬁl desir
mean that all religious denominations shall be O they
free from, or that they shall all be equally sub":qm"!
the impertinent interference of the State 1 j:e(ct o
former sense of the word Equality—al) Catholp ‘be
Canada are advocates of religious equality-.an'ssfm
this reason-—that the State or. government of (g d:r
peing confessedly fallible in matters of re]iuio,,_n; !
Ing no promise ef the Iloly Spirit to guﬁ!e iti v
de!ipgratiOns, it has no means of arriving atan,um
decision upon any questions e religion, or of dech:
1pg, w:th‘ unerring .cerlamly, what is, or what iy pot
true ; being then lncompetent to decide upon, it ;
altogether unqualified to meddle with, any rcli‘-im:l
questions.  Non-interference with relioion is J;m:
fore the bounden duty, as it is the wisest policy of 3
government like ours; and in this sense, Cathelic‘,
are advocates of a system of religious equalily, in (he
cyes of the State, for all denaminations; for l’:‘Olesl-
tants as well as Catholics—for tlie Jew s well 2
for the Christian.

But we greatly fear that this kind of equality, (b
cqual immunity from all State interference, iy py
what is meant by the ery of religious equality, in thy
mouths of many of our separated brethren.” Wig
some, we strongly suspect, it means-—“Ascenduncy for
ourselves, and equality of bondage for all the rest
with others, it means—not equality of freedom, hut
cquality of restriclion ; it is the howl of the dog in
the manger ; it is the expression of bitter Jealousy
and enmity, against the Cafholic and Anelican
Churches especially, beeause the dechimers are not
allowed to spoil them of their property. Put jng
plain Inglish, itis simply this:—¢“ We shall perer
be able to acquire for our conventicles, donations of
land or houses, {rom the spontaneous liberality of our
co-religionists ; therefore, the Catholics and Anglicany
shall not be allowed to retain what has been so ge-
quired by their Churches.  We must all be made
equeally poor”  Tor this kind of equulity there will
be found few advocates amongst Catholics, because,
with them, religious equality, means cquality of liberty,
not of slavery or degradation.

Religious equality, in the usual Protestant aceepta-
tion of the term, we want not, and we will not submit
to.  What Catholic is there, who would desire for
his Church, an equality with the church of England;
or who could bear to see her degraded to the vile
condition of a State establishment? What Catholie
is there, who would not prefer to see his Church per-
secuted, spoiled, nroseribed, rather than reduced to
such an ignominious equality 7 What Catholic is
there, who would wish to see his Church fettered,
cven though her ehains might be inlaid with gold1
No. We desire not—we will bave no such religious
cquality.  We will not have our Church the humble
band-maid of the State; we will not have cor
Bishops become the nominecs of some paitry govern-
ment oflicial ; we will not have our faith regulated by
Act of Parliament, nor our holy things—the Sacra-
ments of the Church—set aside by decrees of Priry
Council.  We will have no religious equality witk
government churches.

And yet, we will ever be the uncompromising ad-
vocates of religious cquality, in the nobler sense of
the words. We demand for ourselves, and desire to
see accorded to all others, absolute immunity from all
State interference.  We demand for our Catbolis
brethren in Upper Canada, a perfect equality of
rights, with our Protestant brethren in Lower Canada.
We demand that Catholics shall not be compelled to
pay for the support of State schools, to which thew
children cannot be sent, without having their faith
and morals endangered. And what we demand for
ourselves, we desire to sce fully and freely accortjled
to all others. We ask not—ihat to please Catholics,
the Protestant version of the Scripture be excladed
from the Protestant State schools; we have noright to
malze such a demand, Protestants will beguilty of,g‘mﬁ
dercliction of principle, if they concede it. They
have a right—it is their duty—to insist, that in schools
for whose support they are taxed, the Protestant ver-
sion of the Scripture shall be vead.  But, Catholics
have an equal right to insist, that in schools, for
whose support they are taxed, the Prolestant versior,
which they look upon as a mulilated, as a g?rb]cd
version of the Scripture, shall not Le read. Thero
is but one way of according equal justice 10 botb,
and that is, by according to both separate schools ;
failing in which, State-schoolism must be done away
with altogethier, aud every denomination be allowed to
make such provision for the education of the young
of its communion as it thinks fit. In a word—
separate schaols, or clse no State-schoolism at all—
and that is what we mean by Religious Equality.

] Where,

THE PROTESTANT HOSPITAL.

We copy from the British American Medicol
and Physical Journal of the 1st instant, thf: follo_wl;
ing remarks upon our article of Friday last, i whi
we made several very serious charges against!
authorities of he Protestant bospital, and their sub-
ordinates :i—

¢ The True Wilness.—The issue of this weekly paper
of the 24th ultimo, contains a letter nader an anO[l_:;'!
mous signature, conveying a severe reflection glg'“'l_
the medical stafl of the Montreal General Hospia o
¢ Why, once more, do the medical gentlemen 1 ol
tendance approach the patients, and addiessing :
on the most disgusling subjects - (italics ar‘:hem
writer’s) while the priests are administering 10 pur
the most venerable and august of all'the sacrameir

‘of the Church,” The issue of the same journsl et




