K PROTESTA.NT” ANSWEBED.

A oorreepondent e!gnmg @ Proteatl.nt ”
hae a letter in the Daily Wxtneae, of the
-29th - December, on the subject of ** Re-
hgloue Persecution.” After quoting &
‘pumber of authors, and citing several
faots, he comes to the conclusion that
“the Monireal Roman Catholio organ
should be called tho False Witness.” He
may call this organ just what he pleases;
but he certainly will require to be more
exact if he wishes to show that the ar-
ticle to which he refers was not logical
and well founded. Either * Protestant ”
read or be did not read all our editorials
on that subject; if he read them, he is
certainly in bad faith, for he perverts the
expreseions and arguments of some,
while he ignores entirely the very an-
swers that have been given, in others, to
his oft-repeated calumnies ; if be did not
read them, we will be happy to furnish
him with copies of the numbers, in order
that he may not fall into the sin of
* bearing false witness againat his neigh-
bor.”

It has taken this correspondent several
weeks to concoct his half column series
of accusations and to twist and turn au-
thorities to suit his preconceived pre-
judice againat the Catholic Church. He
starls out with the following quotation
from our editorial: *Persecution by
the Church never took place, and is con-
trary to one of the fundamentsal princi.
ples of Catholicity.,” That is exact; and
that we areprepared to maintain against
all comers—provided they are impartial,
logical, and open to conviction, He
pays: “‘Deny everything, admit noth.
ing,’ is one of Rome’amrxims which her
advocates use in controversy.” Wae beg
bis pardon; the maxim was Voltaire's
" and Luther's, These two worthies put
it into practice, each in his own way;
the former to destroy all religion, the
latter to destroy the irue religion.

This learned gentleman cites * the
acoredited expounders of Roman Catho-
lic law and doctrine, Ligouri and Dens,
&t the end of their * Moral Theologies.’ ”
He then gives a passage that is meaning-
less without its context. 1t is like pick-
ing out some one text of Scriptureand
building up & oreed thereon. 1If isevi-
dent that he has read as little of the
authors from whom he pretends to quote,
a8 he haa of the articles in Tue TRUE
Wirness, e found the quotaiion in
that upmentionable volume lately im-
ported into Canads by a city book dealer,
and whiok Is as rotten as the mind of the
man who compiled it. Has * Protestant”
ever read 8t. Thomas, 8t Augustine, or
any Catholic theologian ? Certainly not ;
or he would have found our conclusions
entirely supported. In the space of one
article we cannob go into all the more or
less false assertions of this would-be his-
torian; but, if he will kindly follow TaE
TrUE WiTNEss he will ind them met one
by one. The main object, however, of
¢* Protestant ” is to prove that we were
wrong in asserting that The Church never
persecuted, and that persecution is con-
trary to a fundamental prmcxple of Oath-
olicity. We repeat that in so stating
‘We were right,
If individual Catholics in the four
teenth or ‘sixteenth century performed
acts of craelty, or persecuted others, it
was not because thef were Catholics, but
- because they were men living in an iron

age. They did not persecute for the
_Church, but in direct opposition to the

Ohuroh’a mandates. “In one case,” says
s great Catholic authority, “it is true,
the Church is, and always must be, in-
: ,-' t.olera.nt. Truth is intolerant of false-
' d. - The. mission of the Church is to
ndemn error, to eradicate it. But the
en.pone of her -warfare are not carnal,
I .ut epmtual and her Judgmenta reeelve

then- ennctxon, not from them that kill

destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Read * Proteitant's” so-called oath of
bishops, in the light of this statement,
carrect it by substituting the word
“follow or pursne” for “ persecate,” and
you have an explanation that any
rational mind must accept. They bind
themaselves to pray for and to teach
heretics, toseek out heresy and to destroy
it—not with sword, or fire, or carnal in-
strumeént, but with those spiritual arms
which Christ left to His duly appointed
representativea, If * Protestant” would
only take the trouble to read thoroughly
the works from which he pretends to
guote, and then to give what goes before
and what follows his quotations, he wonld
not be exposing himeelf to the ridicule
of all thoroughly read men,

We will now cite the words of a Fro-
testant author, one who was, when he
wrote, President of Kenyon and Hobart
Colleges—James Kent Stone: “As &
Protestant, I do not see how any man
who is at the same time decently edu-
cated and fairly disposed, can lay to the
account of the Catholic Church such
items as the Spanish atrooities in ihe
Netherlands, the Dragonnades of the
Cevennes, and the massacre of St. Bar-
tholomew. It would. be as fair to hold
the Orthodox Church of Ruesia respon-
sible for all the woes of Poland, or to
asgert that the wrongs of Ireland are the
necessary consequence of the theology
of the Thirty-nine Arxticles. The Te
Deum of Gregory XIII. is certainly a
morsel for Protestant controversialists;
but it is mere chuxlishness to refuse to
believe that the Pope had been deceived
as to the facts.” QOa this point take the
North American Review, for June, 1863 :
“The Sze of Rome was imperatively
called upon for immediate action before
the true facts of the case could by any
possibility have been really known, if
indeed, they were not designedly concealed.”

Does * Protestant’’ require Infidel and

Voltaire, Ranke, Guizot, Schlegel and
others, and he will find that the Spanish
Inguisition was not & Catholic, but a
national and local tribunal. It was polit

ical in its origin, was maintained by
royal power, and was considered neces-
sary to protect the unity of the Spanish
kingdom,and founded upon the principle
that hereey was a crime against the
peace of society, and assuch, punishable
by the civil power. Even Mr. Lecky and
the famous, or infamous, Lloreate, admit
that the Roman Ponliffs more than once
endeavorad to mitigate its severities, and
protested against the horrible excesses of
Torquemeda. When Charles V. and
Philip II. attempted to impose the tri-
bunal on Italian cities, the Popes en-
couraged the Italians in resisting the
imposition,

Perhaps our friend “Protestant” will
olaim that Llorente was a secrstary to
the Inquisition. Bathe must know that
Llorente was dismissed in disgrace from
that post. £ He was a traitor to his
country, and a bitter enemy of the Pope
and the Church, When Joseph Bona-
paxte put the records of the Inquisition
at his disposal, he took good care to burn
such as might be inconvenient to pre-
gerve.

As to the St. Bartholemew, the Galileo
-and Inquisition arguments, so often have
they been disproved, so clearly have the
falseness of such basis of attack upon the
Church been demonstrated, that the
man who i8'80 far behind the age, and |
so steeped in prejudice as to harp upon
those long singce unmusioal strings, is in-

at.moephere.

7| the body, but from Him who is able to

non-Catholic authorities? Let him read |

deed to be pitied , he must live ina very |

ma.tmn in not. an argnment we sre not
going. to quote Hallam’s Oonmtut\onul
History, hor Macanlay’s History, nor his
Review of Hallam, nor Lecky's chapter
on Perszculion, nor Milner’s Letters to &
Prebendary, nor Challoner’s Memoires of
Missionary Priests, nor Palmer on the
Church, and the Writ “Da Heretico
Comburendo,” nor the laws for “hn.ngmg
and disembowelling Papists ;* we will
merely indicate these few that “Protest-
ant” may take the trouble to read them
and,. perhaps, change his views some-
what. He might also take up Lecky’s
“Rationalism in Europe,” v.ii. pp. 57,
59, 61,

We wonld recall to * Protestant’s”
mind the epigrammatic remark of the
famous D’Alembert; ¢ Les Reformes
qui reprochent tant liotolerence a
I'Eglise Romaine, ne haissent la persecu-
tion, qué quand elle les regarde,—et
nullement quand ils I’exercent.” * The
Reformers, whoso reproach the Roman
Charch with intolerance, hate persecu-
tion only when it concerns themselves,—
and never when they exercise it.”

Says the great Protestant suthor of
* Rationalism in Eunrope,”—* Peraecu-
tion among the early Protestants was a
distinct and definite doctrine, digested
into elaborate treatises, indissolubly con-
nected with a large portion of the re-
ceived theology, developed by the most
enlightened and far-seeing theologians,
and enforced against the most inoffen-
sive as sgainst themost formidable sects.
It was the dootrine of the palmiest days
of Protestantism. It was taught by those
who arejnstly esteemed the greatest of
its leaders, It was manifested most
clearly in those classes which were most
deeply imbued with ita dogmatic teach-
ing.”

But all this—even in & oreed of yeater-
day—would in no way justify the Oatho-

lic Church—a creed of nineteen centuries
—in adopting or teaching peraecution as
a principle ; but we are prepared to dis-

prove “ Protestant’s” insinuation as to
the Catholic spiri'—-and we are resdy to
change our title from * Truse ” to ¢ False ”
if we atould fail.

THE PROFESSION OF POLI-
TICN.

There are two letters in the current
pumber of the “ Arena,” one from &
young student about to leave college,
asking advice as to the choice of politics
a8 a profession, the other a sage reply
from a man of the world. Bath we expect
are the composition of N. D. McCrackan,
M.A. A portion of the reply given
strikes us as very applicable o onr own
country and our own young men. It
contains truths that are seldom brought
before the public mind, but which every
disinterested reader will admit the mo-
ment they are stated.

“ No honest man can enter pnlmcel
life to day without doing so as a reformer
—(not in the partizan sense)—and there
is no money in reform work. You will
find yourself left out in the cold. - While
the professionals are dividing the apoils,
you will have to stand aside. No office’
will be offered tosuch as you, The party
conventions will dread younr appearance
a8 an omen of disloyalty. You will be
goorned as & theorist and a dade. In de-

as & iraitor and a hypoorite, At every
turn your honesty will prove a. stumb-
ling blook to your advancement. For.

party system has sunk,” .
No person - can .deny the exactneee of.

the remarks; but- etlll ‘more- 8- do we;_
- { bent. over a.nd_ folded bh ) thinhandg, over

deem the followlng

narrow. circle, and bresthe an unheaithy"
Remember t.ha.t reenm i

first of all playmg ‘with
ccrtaln, stikes, ; wh

‘bate they will shake their finger at you

ust first reslize to what :
o Ius.tes rentia B0 Wht depthe our» by his ‘side and - took: hold of his hand.

“The truth .is, compeung”puuee areﬁ iy brea d
h D ]

plaoee, 'eah &8,
time or money. left over, then vital ques-
tions are trested s little, as an after.

ete. %12 there is any

thonght.- Every. political - cempmgn Tee
solves itself into a wordy mancenvre for
pomte of strategic importance.- The idea
is not to enlighten the voters in regard
to the real issues at stake, but rather to
distract their attention and fix it upon
oatching non-esseatials. - The great aim
of every well constituted paxty is, of
coumse, to counterict the good moves of
its opponent, no matter at what cost to
the public wellare ; if possible to fasten
opon it the blame of any nationa)
calamity ; above all to drive it into a
hole” 4 & & « “ The man without
ideas in politica naturally becomes a
spoilman because there is nothing hop.
orable left for him to do. Having no
interest in the public good, he atraight-
way attends to his private interests,”
We may add to theee striking remarks
that *‘ to become an honest politician,
and a real intelligent legislator, & man
must learn to resist the lobby which
corrupts, snd the party organization
which deceives. He must place his pro-
fessional honor securely upon princi-
ple, not upon expediency. He must be
prepared to be called all manner of
names, and in the end, perhaps, to be
rated s worldly failure.”

Woe leave these few observations to the
consideration of our young and ambiti.
ous fellow-countrymen, especially thcse
who are preparing to enter the whirl-
pool of politics.

CATHOLIC ORDER OF FORES3TERS

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Council No. 113, Side Rank Dagree of
Foresters, attached to St. Anthony Court
No. 126, bad their annual elections at
their meetmg of 1ith inst. The follow-

ing are the officers elected for the ensu-
ing term:—Wm, J. Cochrane, grand
bigh ruler; John Flanagan, grand vice-
high ruler; Michael Toner, grand past
high ruler, Ed. Hubert, grand high
prophet ; Jas. Daly, gra.nd high guide;

J.P. Domn, grand high secretary ; M. J.
Walsh, grand high treasurer ; John Kelly,
gracd hlgh inside sentinel.

J. P. DoRaN, Sec.

LINCOLN'S TENDER HEART.

A PATHETIC ANECDOTE OF THE MARTYR
PRESIDENT.

The Martyr President’a tender heart is
clearly visible in the following pathetic
naxrative. Oone day in May, 1863, while
the great war was raging in America be-
tween the North and S>uth, President
Lincoln paid a vieit to one of the military
hospitals. He had spoken many cheer-
ing words of sympathy to the wounded
a8 he proceeded through the various
wards, and now he was at the bedside of
8 Vermont boy of about 16 years of age,
who lay there mortally wounded,

Taking the boy’s thin white hand in
his own, the President said in a tender
tone: * Well, my gocd boy, what can 1
do for you?” The little fellow looked
up into the President’s face and asked :
“Won’t you write to my mother for
me?* “That I will,” answered Mr.
Lincoln; and calling for pen, ink and
paper, he seated himself by the side of
the bed and wrote from the boy’s dicta-
tion, It was & long letter, but the Presi-
dent betrayed no signs of weariness.
When 'it was finished be rose. “I will
post this as soon as 1 get back to my
offica,, Now, is there anything else I
can do for you?” Ths boy looked ap:
pealingly to the President. * Won’t you
stay with me?” he asked. .“I do so
want to hold your hand.” The kind-
hearted President ‘at once.perceived the
‘boy’s meaning. The ‘appeal . was too
strong for him :to: resiat, 80 he gat down

For two hours. the -Preasident sa; there
patxent.ly, a8 though he-thad:'been the
boy’s.father... When the: end .came he




