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MARIA'S REVENGE.
BW A. HAGOARD WRITER.

CHAPTER I.

WVi- were on a visit ta Ailan Halfmain, at bis shootirig
lodge îîear the Humber, and fine sport we had, I can tell
you. After dinner, one evenîng, when we had polished
off six bottles of champagne, tivo quarts of sherry, and a
dozen claret, and wvere sittitig over our toddy and cigars.
the company consîsting of Good, Purtis, Halfiiiain and
myself, Good said. IlThat was fine shooting this evening;
did you ever do anything like it in Africa ?" "On0-ce,";
replied Halfnîiain. -"lTell us about it," said 1. Il es, a
story ! " said Purtis. "l Don't mind if I do," said Hall-
main, dashing off three tumblers of toddy by' way of a
start. Il Here goes ":

IlOnce I started from Delagoa Bay for Wambe's
coutitry. The head carrier raised a nutiny among the
men. I-e was afraid of Wambe. 1 Bad luck walk about
in Wambe's country,' bie said, 1 Bussy might meet bim.'
' AIl right, Bussy,' 1 retorted, ' if you won't go I won't
hurt you, but l'il put fifteen ballets tbrougb your brain.'
1 AIl rigbt, Massa, me go,' said hie. WVhen we entered
Wamnbe's coantrywe got iii the track of a berd ofbuffaloes,
and I wanted to kilI some for the camp. We were in the
midst of them and could hear tbemn breathing, but coald
nat see theni for the thick cover. I %vas stealing upon
one, when I beard a noise somnething like a bell and the
rattle of wvbeeis. ' Ha!1' said I to inyself, 'it's a Qaeen
Street car, and its got the wind of us and is cbarging
down.' Down it came, snorting and roaring like fury.
1 swung myseif up to an electric light, and it passed,
raging and tearing by. When it had passed I got clown,
and going over to the garrison commor, shot two or three
jersey cows and a Durham bull. 1 That's beef enough,'
I exclaîmed, as I dragged it into camp.

IlNext morning a messenger came froin Tony, one of
Wambe's chiefs. He said there were three elephants
devastating Tony's kraal, and hie wanted the big white
hunter to corne and kilt them. I lîked the idea, and
started out alone, foilowed at a sale distance by Bussy and
tbe niggers. XVhen we came near Tony's kraal we found
ail the forest for live hundrcd miles around had been eut
down by the elephants, and sawn up into boards. They
snapped the trees off with their trunks, like pipe-stems,
and slit themn into boards witb their tusks-not only
boards, but lumber of varîous dimensions, scantling, two
inch plank, and inch boards. This they bâdd piled up
regulariy as in a large lumber yard, and were evidently
just waiting for a railway to be built to ship it off to the
nearest market. I thought it a fine instance of reason in
brute beasts.

"lTony received me graciously at the door of the kraal
and offered me a cigarette and a glass of dry champagne.
He said be would give a bail in bonor of rny arrivaI, but
that the ladies ini bis kraal had very spare clothing, as hie
had sent no ivory to the coast this year, and had received
no cotton.

Il'1Don't let that trouble the littie dears,' 1 replied. 'lIt
is the customi in ail the capitals of Europe for the ladies
to wear very little clotbes at bails and parties. The lessr
tbey bave on the more fuliy they are dressed. But I arn
not a society mani, s0 Tony, my boy, say notbîng about
the baIl and tell me about the elephants.'

"lHe th et informed me that the elephants came every
nigbt-into the mealy fields to feed, and tbat my plan wvould
be te watch for tbemn and stalk them.

" Accordingly, that night 1 got into a hickory nut tree
and waited for the brutes. At twelve, midnight, like the
ghost in Hamiet, they made their appearance. The first
one was as large as the Union Station, with a trurîk that
reached as far as Hanlan's Point; tbe second was as
large as the Mail building, and tbe third about the size of
the City Hall.

"lAs they went te feeding, I waited to get a good shot,
as I warned to save ammunition. When I got themn in a
row I fired and killed two of tbern, the Afail building
and the City Hall, which died without a struggle. The
other was only toucbed witb the bail and simply lost bis
head. He became so rnad hie did flot know what lie was
doing and ran bellowing into the midst of the village,
trampling down buts and people. Wben hie came to a
Queen Anne but witb stained glass windows and a large
silver plate on the door bearing the inscription, 'Mrs.
Mumbo,' he stopped, looked more angry than usual, and
putting bis trunk in a chamber window, drew out sorne-
tbing. What was it? Alas!be had seized Mrs. Mumbo
in bier sweet slumbers, and was savageiy twirling bier in
the air. I was about to shoot himt when Tony ran out of
bis palace, exclaiming, 1 Don'r, don't, it's mny poor
rnotber-in-law. Let the elephant aionel' ' But I'm
going to kili the beast and save bier.' ' No, no. don't
fire, you might bit ber.' «'But I won't bit ber,' 1 said,
' l'il strike the elephant right in tbe beart, which is soo
yards from bier.' ' No, no, don't, please, don't ; bis beart
is very bard and the bail might glance and strike bier.
Oh ! please don't, mighty hunter, better let tbe elephant
alone.' Whiie we were talking wbat did the brute do but
put hier in bis rnoutb and cbew bier up. 1 glanced at
Tony. He did not burst into tears; hie bad on a broad
grin.- Thus ended my elephant hunt for that occasion.*
"Tbis is ail true, 1 suppose?" comniented Partis.
tgTrue ?" ejaculated Halfmain, indignantly, Ilit's as true
as Haggard ! " ________

THE ENFANT TERRIBLE.
BFNNIE waltzed into tbe sitting-roorn the other day

where bis niotber and sister Rosina were busy preparing
floral designs for the barvest borne festival, and said :

"Ma, if you put sait on a bird's tail, can you catch it?"
"VoYn must flot express ynurseif like that," said Rosina,

a sweet girl graduate. "VoYn should say chloride of
sodium on a bird's posterior."l

Next day at dinner Bennie convulsed everybody by
requesting bis mentor of the day before to pass him the
Ilsodide of glorium," and later on in the evening sent
Rosina into hysterics by straying into the parlor and re-
marking pleasantly ta young Mr. De Jones that the pog-
terior of bis coat looked like it had been chawed some by
a bull pup. _________

HOME RULE.
LET aur brother Fat takte heart of grace. Sandy bas

made up bis mind to have homne ruIe for the land of
cakes, and Sandy neyer starts out without getting there,
and wbat Scotland gets, Ireland can safely count on
securing. British statesmen are aware that the radical
cure for the borne troubles is local self-government for
ail four divisions of tbe Kingdom. They are only taking
their customary rest of a century or so before proceeding
to apply the remedy.

MR. 1. G. Bossa is the new judge in tbe Quebec
Queen's Bencb. No doubt hie will prove a very good
Bosse.


