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We must have a surer fonudation for Our
faith; a rock foundation upon which we can
bnild up a spiritual life, enlightened by a spir.
itual wisedom,

That foundation muat be bolief in the man
Jeans Chirist as firm as that which made St.
Peter say, " We believe and are sure that thon
art the Christ the Snn of the living God."

Add'to this belief these two potelit, lttle
wordi, "I want," and yon have a faith which
cannot fall, even if all the miracles in the world
were provei to be mistaken or explained te
natural causes. Whon you want a thing, it
means that yeu are going to try te get it, and
that your heart la enlisted in the cause, and
hoarts after all, not arguments. overcome the
world. "I vant for myself and al other ain-
ners juast such 'a Saviour as Jeaus showed Him-
self to bo." " This la the %ictory that over-
cometh the word, even our faith. Who la ho
that overcometh the world, but ho that
believeth that Jeans is the Son >f God."

Chrch Rels says .
No doubt the custom of uanding Christmas

carda Las in some ways run into excesses, yet
il la s pleasing custom which we should not
williugly lot drop. Most of us have many
friends whom we remember, and whom we
should wish to remember ns, at this beautiful
season, but whom we eau neither see mor find
the moans of sonding substantial presents to.
Now a Christina4 card a card prettily deaigned
and executed, a real little work of art, with
words upon it that express sorne appropriate
and hiualy sentiment, exactly su te our purpose.
It la a cbarming outward and visible sign of
our frien ly - ffection and remembrance. With
a little trouble in seleoting we may easily find
sueh cards. The trou'-le is well spent, and few
of us are so busy s teo beunable to take it, if
w have the the mmd to Stern sp rite may
say that ibis ia s very trivial matter, by no
means worth writing a note about. But thon
life is very larg ely made up o things trifiing
in thomsolves, both in ils duties and its plea.
sures, and he by no mous leada the :oast com.
mendable life who is caretol over thes: trifies.
To et ama i oivilities and attentions dro out
of fash:on la indeed a pitv. The world cortai.ly
would not come to ruin if no more Christmas
carda wre sent from friend tefriend, but thcre
la no reason in that for not sending them. At
a eason of goodwill and wa.rn remen brance
of one another the i may Le weloeme mes-
sengrs with discretion.

'Tu: Bisehop of Malborough, speaking at the
Anniversary service of the working lads,
in Great Peter street, Westminster, related the
following anecdote on the 1Ôth paslm:

The Bishop spoke of this particular psalm as
the qentleman's psalm; and said that he always
had set it in the for emost place in the teaching
which ho gave to his own childron. The roa-
-son by which he had ben lad thus to name it,
and attaoh snob value te it, was as follows :-
Many a long year ago, when he was a young
man net yet in edores, he ad gone with a
lady, the widow of au oefficer, te a fower show
in Devonshire. There came up te ber two of-
ficors of ber late hubband's regime it, and their
talk got upon old friends. At lst she asked
about a certain captain so-and-so, a man who
had risen from the ranks by distingaishod ser-
vice. 'Oh l' said one of the oficoere, 'I don't
know anything about him; he's a snob.' 'A
snob l' answered the lady, fired with indigna-
tion ; 'I teli you he was the truset gentleman
in the rogiment.' 'Indeed l' said her companion,
with a sueer ; 'thon, as you seom te be so con-
versant with the matter, perbaps you will kind-
ly tell us what i a gentleman. Quietly,, and
withont a moment's hesitation, the lady, look-
ing in his face, repested the fifteenth Psalm.
' That il my definition of a gentleman,' said
she. Rer little boy, a more child of eight or
ton, Lapened to be by. À day or two after.

wards she happened to find inl is pocket i
pioce of paper, on which was written out, in
his childish-hand, the whole of this pesalm, and
at the beginning it was headed, 'The Gentle
man's Psalm.' - Assuredly it la s fine title for
it. 'The incident,' said the Bisbop of Marl-
borough, 'made a deep and lasting- impression
on me.'

A Gaza! effort, whioh we trust will b succees-
ful, la being made in Victoria to secure permis-
sion for Scriptural teaching to be given in the
State achools of the colony. A bill on the subjeot
l now before the Legislative Council. It li as.
seorted that the coloniBts were never in favor Of
the extrema sacular systom new in vogue, and
never meant that. system to go to the great
lengths it hasb gene. The efforts to modify it
msy fail, but the discussion cannot fail te have
a good effect on the public mind of Victoria.)
We commend the following'words of the Chief
Justice of the colony on this important matter
to the attention Of all those Who have it at
heart, as wel as those who are indifferent to or
oppose the prinoiple :-' The drawing out in
the mind of a child of a sense of its relations to
God, and of the duties that flow from that re.
lation-the inculeation by the words, as well
as by the example, of the teacher of a reverent
and truthful toue of thought, -feeling, and ex.
pression-and the nforcement by gentle, yet
constant, pressure of cheerful obédience and
habits of uiEcipline, are, we think, wholly dis-
tinét from the process of imparting more in-
tellectual linowledge on the one hand, and
from instruction in dogmatic or sectarian teo-
ries on the other, while'at the same. time we
believe them to b essential, and indeed by far
the most important element in the education of
a child and the formation of its character
Teaching of tbis kind, together with snob re-
ligious exercises-for example, a prayer, or a
hymn, or the roading of some version of the
Soriptures-as may be caloulated to give aid
and effeet, ahould be encouraged and atimulated
in the public schocli, instèad of being forbid-!
den.'There la evenu in -this country a party who
would, if they could, out all religion ont of edu-

ation, and who would give for a text book of
English History, mangled fragments from
which overy reforence to the vart which the
Church bas had in building up the life of the
nation had beon carefully expunged. We are
thinking that the day bas not yet come when
thoy can have their will-Church Bella

DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON.

ST. JoEN.-The annual sale of St. Paul's
Needlework and Woman's Aid Society was held
on the afternoon of the 11th, and it was vory
aucessful There was a large gathering of
pariahioners and friends. The sale opened at
2 pm. and closed with a ploasant 5 o'clock tes.
About $250 were realized, inclading subscrip-
tions. This Society is especially marked by
the quiet snd unostentations way in which its
work is performed. Established in October,
1866, it has held on the even tenor of its way
for 23 years under the sarne President, Mes' W.
H. DeVeber, the Rector's wife. The mo'est
sales are held in Canon DeVeber's house. We
do not tnink that aven those mombers of the
Provincial Synod, who, during the late session
denok ?c i severoly this form of woman's
work could find fault with the quiet endeavor
of the St. Paul Society. Its eiffots have met
with marked success. During 23 years it .as
raised upwarda of $6,600, which have been ex-
pend ed for varions parish purposes, and a spirit
of sympathy and fellowship tas beau cîeated
and maintained among the paridhionrs. Two
years ago the St. Paul's Needle ork Society
affiliated with the Woman's Aid Association
thon recontly cstablished in the Diodese. The
Dames have becu combined, and a yearly grant
le made from the funda of thé Society to aid
Missionary work in the Diocese. The Urincipal

park-f the income of thé Society ia, however,
necessarily devoted to the needs of St. Paul's
Pariah. which is self-supporti ng and unendowed,
The-church hs recently been painted without
and within, towards which St. Paul's Society
contributed $1000. A Junior Branch of young
girls Las lately been eatablished, which prom-
ises to be very efficient.

DIOCESE OF QUEBEC.

SnmanseenxF.-The anuai meeting cf the
District Assciatien vas hud iu the Ohurch
Hall, Sherbrooke, on the 10 t and 11th instant
the Lord Bishop of the Dionese presiding. Of
the thirty clergy resident in the distriot, twenty
one were present through the whole or part of
the Session.- There was also a fair attendance
of the laity, especially on the afternoon of the
second day. The Bev, Dr. Mountain, cf Corn.

'vail, the on]y olerical descendant of that vener-
able and veneratod name now in Canada, fav-
ored the district with a visit at this time and
added weight and dignity by his presence. The
Rev. Dr. Morgan, ef New York, praached the
Anniversary sermon and addressed the Mission-

y meeting, which vas well attended though
Lhe weather was unfavorable. The Rev. B.
Hewton, of Megantic Co., was also invited to
take a seat with the members of the Association
and deliver a missionary address. The reports
of the clergy were all interesting and to the
point. showing guod progross in every branch
of Church work. 'he flourishing condition of
Bishop'a Col loge and School, and also of Comp-
ton Ladies' College, was also eiceouraging. The
papers read sud discussion on thom were able
and instructive- That by Archdeacon Roe on
Church work in the Eastern Townships enum-
erated some.of the diffiulties and trials of the
first Missionaries at Melbourne, Sherbrooke and
Stanstead, sncb as to break them down in body
and mind, se that even instances of death in
Insane Asylums was the result. Noble examples
to the men of the present day, who are too
roady sometimes to content themselves with a
amali and circumsciibed district. This was
Tolliowed by a vory able paper from the present
Rector of Sherbrooke, showing the nocessity of
aggressive work if the Church is te hold her
own in the full tide of dissent that pervades this
district. The offertory at the anniversary ser-
vice snd the collection at the Missionary meet-
ing were for the Diocese of Algoma.

DIOCESE OF TORONTO.

Touoaro.-The fo lowing ladies and gentle.
men, whose names appear in the order of
mer t, receive hcnors in the recent examina-
tions of Sunday soa=. c1 techers and soholars:-

The following teaobera obtained firt class
honora:-The Mis es Farneombe, Newcastle,
Ont.; Rebecua Church, Toronto; Mr. D. O.
MoDougali, Long Beach, N. B.; the Mis es H.
Sheppard, Toronto; ida Hope, Belloville ;
BlanchegAylmtr, Melbourne. P. Q. ; M's.
Charlotte Bell, Belleville; Miss Weboer, Tor-
onto; Mr. James W. H. Wood, St. Gatharines;
Miss Ennice Simusor, Richmond, P. Q.

Secord-olass honors were obtai.ed by the
folLowii g :-The Misses Alice Lister, Belle-
ville; Mary Simtson, Bichmond, . Q.

Th following soholars obtained first-class
honors:-The Misses Mary Newton, Lucy
'McCuaig, Toronto; Miss Blanche St rey,
Brookville; the Misses Hettie Dean, A. New-
ton, Annie Tennyson, Heurietta Jorrat, Tc-
ronto ; Ethel Peverley, Brookville; Alice
Twinnirg, Belleville; Agnes Waring, Mr. CArl
Lynde, the Misses Rosa Wbrren, Toronto;
Mary Macdonald, Belleville; Edith Ddan, V,
.Berryman, Carrie J. Stirrup, Toronto.

The flllowing obiained second.class honora:
-Tne Misses Maud Gibson, Belleville; Alice
Pisser, Hortnes Friser, Melbourne, P.Q.;
Mael Bunier, Bu 1 ville,

The dipl>mas and certifieaies wili ho dis.
tributed at the January meeting.


