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E TRAVELLER.

TH
THE NESTORIANS,or THE LOST TRIBES,
BY ASAHEL GRANT, M.D,
1ue Nestorian Christians, so memorable in the
cetly annals of the Church, are emerging from

that state of obscurity in which they have for
inany ages been almost lost sight of by the civil-

ized world,

In consequence of the favourable report of
Messts. Smith and Dwight, who visited the Nes-
torians in Persia in the spring of 1831, under the
patronage of the American Board of Commission-
ets for Foreign Missions, thiat body soon resolved
upon the formation of a mission among that inter-
esting branch of the primitive church. 1t was an
untiied and difficult field, but fraught, as was be-
lieved, with the brightest promise. At their an-
yual meeting, held at’ Utica, N. Y, October,
1834, the Board of Missions presented a convin-
cing and urgent plea for asuitable physician to
engage in the incipient labours of that important
Jission., N .

The healing art, it was believed, might procure
favour and protection, by aﬁ‘ordmg convincing
proof of the benevolence of our motives; for it is
well known that to relieve the sufferings of the
hody is the most ready way of access to the heart.
It wonld also procure access to places where none
but a physician could go. But for more than a
vear the call had gone thiough the length and
breadth of the land, and ot a physician could be
found to go. N

I?x view of these considerations, I 2bandoned an
increasing and delightful circle of practice in
Ulica, and, with Mrs. Grant, was on ny way to
Persia the following spring. )

A pleasant voyage of foity-eight days brought
us to Smyrna, the site of one of the seven Church-
os in Asia. From thence,one of the first of those
numetous steamers, which are now producing
suth changes in the East, conveyed usto Con-
stantinople, the proud metropolis of Turkey. No
steamer then ploughed the waves of the stormy
Euxine, and we were wafted by the winds in a
small American-built English schoonerZonce a
slaver—to the port of Yrebizonde.

From the shores of the Black Sea, the saddle
hecame our only cartiage for seven hundred miles,
vver the mopntains and plains of Armenia to the
suany vales of Persia. On the loftier mountain
-summils, a corner of a stable sheltered us.from the
cold and storms ; by the verdant bauks of the Eu-
phrates, and bencath the hoary summit of Mount
Arerat, we reposed under the canopy of our tent,
while ‘the bales and boxes of merchandize’fiom
the seven hundred horses and mules whiclj.com~
posed our caravan, were thrown around i a hol-
low square, and served as a temporary forlllress to
‘protect us from the predatory Koords by whom we
were surrounded. - An escort of armed Horsemen
had been furnished by the pasha of ErzeToom to
guard the caravan, and.the stillness of ‘the mid-
night bour was broken by the cry of the faithful
sentinel who kept watch to warn us of danger,
The strange ¢istoms and usages of an Oriental
land, and thethousand novelties of the Old World,
served to while away the hours as we pursued
our onward course for twenty-cight days, at the
slow pace of an Eastern caravan, e

We atrived at Tabreez, one of the chief com-
mercial cities of Persja, on the 15th of October,
1835, and met with .a cordial reception from the
few English residents in the place, and from our
respected associates, the Rev. Justin Perkins and

Jady; who had preceded vus to this place. From !
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His Excellency the Right Honourable Henty El-
lis, the British Ambassador and Luvay Lxtraordi-
nary at the Court of Dersia, with whom we had
already formed a pleasant acquaintance at Trebi-
zonde, we received the kindest offers of aid and
protection; and I seize this occasion 1o acknow-
ledge the same kind and unvemitted favouss from
liis successors, and other English gentlemen with
wliom we have met in the Last,

A ter resting 2 few days at Tabreez, 1 proceed-
ed 10 Oorooniah, to make arrangements for the
commencement of our contemplated station emong
the Nestorians in that province. My professional
character procured the favourof the governor, and

soon provided, and on the 20th of November iny
associate arrived with our ladies. We entered
ujion our labouts under the most encouraging aus-
pices, and they have gone on prosperously up to
the present time.

The sick, the lame, and the blind: gathered
around by scores and hundreds, and my fame was
soon spread abroad through the surrounding coun-
try. We were regarded as public benefactors,
and our arrival was hatled with general joy. The
Nestorians, in particular, welcomed us with the
greatest kindness and affection, Their bishops
and priests took their seats at our table, bowed
with us at our family altar, drank in instruction
with childlike docility, and gave us their undivi-
ded influence and co-operation in the prosecution
of our labours among their people, They regard-
ed us as coadjutors with them ina necessary work
of instruction and improvement, and not as their
rivals or successors. Ve had come, not_to pull
down, but to buildup; to promote kifowledge and
piety, and aot to war agzinst their external forms
and rites.

We found much in'their character to raise our
liopes. They have the greatest revercuce for
the Sciiptures, and were desirous to have them
diffused among the people in a language which
all could understand. lIn their feelings towards
other sects they are charitable and liberal. In
their forms, more simple and scriptural than the
papal and the other Oriental churches. They
abhor image worship, auricular confession, and
the doctrire of purgatory ; and hence, they have
broad common ground with Protestant Christians
—s0 that, not tnappropriately, they have Leen
called the Protestants of Asia.

But they had, as a people, sunk into the dark-
ness of ignorznee and superstition : none but their
clergy could read or write ; the education of their
females was entircly neglected 5 and they attach~
ed great importance to their nuinerous fasts and
feasts, to the neglect of purity of heart and life.
Still there are some who now appear 1o lead ex-
emplary lives, and to sigh over the degradation of
thetr people. Indeed, we cannot but hope that
something of vital piety may have continued to
burn upon their altars from the earliest ages of the
Chaurch, and we 'fyust it will again shine forth in
a resplendent flame.

In such a state of things, it is not surprising that
we have been permitted to prosecute our labours
without a breath of opposition from the ecclesias-
tics or the people.

Twelve or fourteen freeschools have been open-
ed in the villages of. the plain; 2 seminary and
gi-ls> boarding-school have been established on
the Mission premises in the city ; consilderable
portions of the Scriptures have been franslated in-
to the vernacular language of the. Nestorians.
They have opened their churches for our Sabbath
schools and the preaching of the Gospel ; native
helpers are Leing raised up, and qualified for use-

fulness ; our mission has been re-enforced by ac-

of the people generally. Comforiable Liouses were’

cessions fiom America, and a press, with svitatle
type, has been sent out.

The Rev. A. L. Holladag, and Mr, William R.
Stocking, arrived with their wives, June 6, 1837 ;
Rev. Willard Jones and wife, November 7, 1849 ;
Rev. A, I1. Wright, M.D., July 25, 1840, anc
Mr. Edward Breath, a printer, has embarkec
with a press of such a construction as to admit ¢f
its transportation on hosses from the shores ¢ the
Black Sea 1o Ooroomiah.

The province of Ooroomizh, in which the Jo-
bours of the mission have thus far been prosecuter,
comprises an important part of Ancient Media, 21t
is situated in the nortliwestern part of the meder::
kingdom of Persia. It is separated by alofty
chain of snowy mountains from Ancient Assyria,
or Central Iloordistan on the west ; while on the
east the beautiful fzke extends about eighty mniies
in length, and thisty in breadth. The water of
this lake is s0 salt that fish cannot live in it; its
suores are enlivened by numerous water-fow!, o!
which the beautirul flamingo is most conspiceous,
and sometimes lines the shore for miles in exten:.

A plain of exuberant fertility is enclosed be-
lween the mountains and the Jake, comprising an
area of about five hundred square miles, and tear-
ing upon ils bosom no less than three hundred
hamlets and viilages. It is clothed with laxu-
riant verdure, fruitful fields, gardens, and vine-
yards, and irrigated by considerable strecms of pure
water from the adjacent mountains, The lace-
scape is one of the most lovely in the East; 2a¢
the cffect is not a little heightened by the con-
trast of such surprising fertility with the stern as-
pect of the surrounding heights, on ‘whicii not a
sojitary tree is to be seen; while in the plain, t.e
willows, poplers, and sycamores by the wate:
courses, the peach, apricet, pear, pinm, c! .
quiince, epple, end vine, impart to large scciiens
the appearance of a rich, variegated fores:.

Near the centre of this plain stands the ancien:.
city of Oorobiniah, containing a population of avoi:t
twenty thousand souls, mostly Mohammedan:,
and enclosed by a fosse and wall of neariy four
miles in circuit, At a little distance on the east
of the city an ancient aitificial mound rises to tie
height of seventy or ecighty fect, and marks the
siley as it is said, of the ancient shirine of temple,
where, in days of yore, the renowned Zoroaster
kindled his sacred tires, and bowed in aderatien.tv
the heavenly hosts.

The climate is naturally very delightful; &
owing to local causes, a poisonous mizsma is pe-
nerated, occasioning fevers, and the various ois-
eases of malalia, to which the unacclimated strz::~
ger is specially exposed 5 and the mission famiti: s
have suffered much from this cause. My late
estimable wife was the first victim of the climaie
we were called to moutn ; and in hes percefu!
and trinmphant death, she set the seal o tie
truths she had so fuithfully taught and exempliticd
in her shoit but eventful life. She resied from
her labours on the 12th of January, 1839 ; and her
infant twin daughters now repose by her sive
within the precincts of the ancient Nesicvizn
churceh in the city of Goraomiah.

Inthe moath of February of that year, T teceived
instructions from the Board of Missions to proceed
into Mesopotamia, to form a station among tie
Nestorians, dwelling, as was supposed, on the
west of the central mountains of Koordistan, By
this means it was hoped that a safe way of access
might be found to the main body of the Nestorian
Christians, the independent tribes which have
their abode in the most difficult fastnesses of the
Koordish mountains in the centre of Ancient As..
syria. 1 had long regarded thess mountzin tribec
as the principal field of our future labours. They
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1 comprised the main body of the Nestorian Chures.,.



