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_ancient world, T hefe circumfances, when
taken into confideration, feem to warrant
the conclufion, that the late change in the
government of France, will prove lafting
in its confequences. 1f fo, there happily
ean be entertained po doube of its benefi-
cial influence on the condition of the peo-
ple. - Virtue, knowledge, and freedom,

are the grand requifites of national happi- -

nefs. “Without thefe, no fociety ever pof-
fefled comfort :e—with them, none was ever
unhappy. On the laft, however, the two
firft wholly depend. Liberty, founded on
equitable laws,is intimately conneQed with
all thatis eftimable or worthy in human

- terefted  here.

%

- mature. " No fooner are mens perfons and

property fecured, ‘than induftry and opu-
leénce are diffufed in fociety. When their
circumflances are ealy, and their minds un-
fettered by tyranny, they recover the ufe of
their faculties. Pleafure attends every ex-
ercife of the underftanding. The human
mind will always be improved, whereit is
not overawed by authority. This will ftill

more infallibly happen, if fuch improve- -

ment lead to confideration and preferment
in the community.’ . :
- 'The qualities of the heart are notlefs in-
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On Youth a(ﬂg(; o {

could have fufficed for that purpﬁfeih the -

~Freedom is the parent of .
virtue, as well as of knowledge. Treat a -
man univorthily, and he will foon becoma
lefs virtuous. Every generous and manly -
fentiment languifhes, in a ftate of oppref-
fion. Revenge, cowardice, diffimulation,
every paffion, whichicantorment the héarte,
and render life'a curfe, is the natural pro.
produflion of fuch a condition. An en-
lightened citizen, in the poffeffion of .
wealth and independence, is farther remo- -
ved from the condition of a flave, trembling
under the rod of his mafler, than the late
ter is from a bealt, They are in the t(wo
oppofite extremes of the feale of human
happine(s. '
The truth of this reafoning is not: foun-
dedon fpeculation ; ‘it is confirmed by the
experience of every age, and the concur-
ring teflimony of all nations, Compare
the fplendour and: happinefs of the tree,
en\ight,cncg] inhabitants of ancient Greecs
and ltaly, with the mean and wretched
ftate of their abject pofterity ; and you
muft be convinced, thatthe mere abufes of
government can convert the moft fertile
fields into a barren defert, They can change
heroes into flaves,and patriots into monks,’
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OBSERVATIONS on the DIFFERENCE between the IDEAS of YOUTH and AGE.
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- Let Reverend Priam in the truce engage,
rAnd add the fan&ion of confiderate age ;
. His fons are faichlefs, headlong-in debate, ‘
e " And yooth itfelf an empty wavering ftate. ’
: ' Cool age advances venerably wife,” -
Turns on all hands its deep-difcerning eyes ;
Sees what befel and what may yet befal ; | :
- Concludes from both and beft provides for all. Porz.

.. point of view in which it has not been

-~ ¥ YHE differencé between youth and age,-

- ~as it is one of the few things as to
which mankind are vniverfally agreed, is
. perhaps the moft common fubjeét both of
. converfation and of books. Yet'Iamnot
fire that moralifts_have’ made all the im-

" provément of it by vfeful refie&ions, that -

it'is capable df producing in minds accuf--

~. .tomed to extenfive thought and compari-
fon of ideas . P A
- To write upon a common {phject is con’
. fidered by many to be the-province of the
..dull and the ignorant.-. Sut lét. us .give:
" ‘dae atténtion to a very material difference.

‘or tranfcribe’ what others' have ‘faid or
. -writleh  'op a common “fubje. But to
-~ prefent.a commen fubje@ with the pleaf-

feen before, by ftarting unexpeSed noti-
ons concerning. it; or ‘even by giving it a
frefh cclouring, is to exhitit a proof of
po ordinary genius. An author therefore,
who, confeious of this, undertakes an effay
upon a common fubje@, has more reafon

" to make an apology for his prefumption,

_than to affume the modéit and humble air .
...:of one’ whomakes no pretenfions to fupe.

-rior ralents, :

1n the very nature of thingsyin the con.
ftiturion of man as ordered by Providence, .

_ thére canniot but be a confidersble differ.
" Dullnefs and igncrance indeed may repeat ' -

ence berween a- progreflive being at an

“eatlier and Jatér period. Forlif.thery svere

", tog graccof novelry, by ‘placing it in:a

nat.a d'gﬁ‘.:rgnéc’,- there 'would in effeé be

.na progreflion, - “And truly in fo fac as're-

fpedts the mind, we have- inflances of al.
. “\ . ) ‘,»1 . o “""”“\!lnoﬂ'



