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THE WEEK.

Tur cartoon which appears on our front page
will call to mind the letter which we quoted last
week from the Adrmyend Nary Gaztls, in praise
of our volunieers. Our Egyptian pictures illus-
trate subjzcts which are so fresh in the minds of
all who read the daily papers—and who does not
at the present time - that we have not cared to
add to the mass of literature on the subject,
which we bave already coniributed to swell in
past numbers.  Admiral Seymonr's portrait will
be especially interesting to all who have been
following Lis careerin the Mediterranean.
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TrHE subject of education, and especially of
upiversity edncation, in (anada, is absorbing a
large share of popular interest at the present
time. Here in Lower Canada our educational
institutions are not, unfortunately for us, on the
same recognized basis as those of Ontario. A de-
gree has somewhat of an uncertain value, inas-
much as the French educationsl institutions,
which have not the power of conferring degrees,
claim an equal value for their educational sys.
tem. We believe the Government are being
asked to look into the whele matter, and to so
adjust the aniversity privileges granted to ditfer-
ent governing bodies, that the ordinary degree
may be of a fixed legal value.

Meanwhile the interest with which our uni.
versities are regarded at preseut, bas led us to
believe that the public will be grateful for addi-
tiopal information about their methods and his-
tory. Weare arranging accordingly to illustrate
aud describe the ditferent educational institu-
tions of th» Domiunion, with their origin and his.
tory and the educational prospects which lie be-
fore the country. We shall begin with our own
Univerity of McGill, which seems entitled to
be dealt with first, not only on account of its
presence in our own city, but becanse it differs
somewhat from other universities in being under
the immedizte patronage of the Crown, the
Governor-General being 2. officin visitor of the
Further particulars of the scheme will
‘be published ‘next week, and the article itself,
which will aim at being most complete, and

- which wil! be profusely illustrated, will ‘sppear

in the number following.
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Tue railroad system of America has never
ceased 10 be a zource of great wonder to foreign.

- ‘ers who have never seen anything likeit. And,

in truth, with its lines extending in all direc.

- tions like the meshes of a net, it plays such an

important part in our civilization that it is al-
most impossible to realize what we should be

without it. It is a corious, though wuot alte.

gether inexplicable, fact that the greatest and
most succesaful lines in operation are those run-
ning from east to west, not inaptly called

“T*Strunk lines ” from their resemblance in fune.
“ tions to the trunk of a tree. The eastern lines,
< by reason of their greater age, are wealthier and

more substantial than their westérn rivals which,

‘;h‘qwchr. are fast approaching them in solidity.
'The eastern trunk linen ate five in number—the
‘N

ew York Central, the Pennsylvania, the’Erie;
hejBaltimOre & _Ohiojand the Grand Trunk. Of

these Ly far_the strongest are the New York
Central, owned by Vanderbilt, and the Pennsyl.
vania, and betwesn these two the contest has
hitherto lain. But now a new rival, in the
shape of Jay Gould, scems about to step in and:
make trouble for the eastern pool. - Gould al.
ready has pretty complete coutrol of the railrond
system west of the Missouri river, besides own-
ing the Wabash with all its extended ramifica-
tious and paying branches, The late riso in
Cavada Southern stock is aseribed to the efforts
of Gould to get control of that railroad, succeed.
ing in which he will run it in connection with
the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western, now
being completed to Buifalo. This would form
a complete trunk line from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and would form the largest and grandest
system ever seen in this country. Gould's
cherished ideal has always been the completion
and equipment of such a road, and it would scem
that the object is almost within his grasp. Such
a combination would effectually break the east-
ern pool, which i3 organized for the purpose of
squeezing as much as possible out of their west-
ern connections, as all Gould's interests would
be with the western roads, and he would make
rates on his eastern lines to suit his western with-
out regand to the interests of his eastern com-
petitors.  In such a contest it is not hand to see
that Goald, with his Mississippi barge lines, his
western  connections and other splendid re-
sources would not come out second best. A com.
bination like this, if formed, would make Gould
the virtnal dictator of American railroads.

.
..

THe will of the late Mr. Jones, the million-
aire, who has left so enormous an art-treasure to
the nation for exhibition at the South Kensing-
ton Museum, contains many amiable singulari-
ties which will interest the public if ever they
are made fully known. Amoog other legacies
are bequests to every one of the cooks yet living
who ever roasted and boiled in his service. These
functionaries, to the number of nine or ten, are
of the female sex, and are all mentioned, with
great exactuess, by name, although the tracing
and discovery of their whereabouts wiil, in many
cases, give some trouble to the lawyers. Itisno
easy matter to identify a Mary Anne Darvis, let
us say, or a Kate Counor, the only clue to whom
is that an equally vague Eliza Smith is most
likely to know where she is probably to be heard
of ; for the testator has given, when it has been
possible, thus much aid in the search. It is to
be feared that not many men have such grateful
sentiments towands the nympbs of the kitchen,
but that the majority of diners would rather wish
that they might (after a demise hastened by the
slight but continnous indigestions of a lifetime;
visit their cooks with the retaliatory nightmare,
rather than with the benefaction of a small an-
nuity. Then Mr. Jones leaves a legacy *‘ tothe
greengrocer who helped my servant to wait at
table.” There is a nairetd in the bequest which
somebow spenks well for the candor, quaintuess,
and kindness of the late army coutractor.  Mr.
Jones’ large fortune was amassed during the

Crinteann War.
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ANUTHER {ree advertising scheme on the part
of the great Walt Whitman has been happily
ignored by the Washington Government.  Most
sensible people will agree with the Hewme Jour-
nal that the Postmaster-General was guite right
in declining to turn the United States’ mails out
of their regular businesa to hold an inquest on
Walt Whitman's volume of poems. This is a
case in which the taste and semtiment of the
public are sufliciently developed to make their
own decision. The article is not a new and un-.
known compound ; it is an old publication dat-
ing back twenty vears or more. It was rapidly
going the way of all books when the man with
“ a little brief anthority ™ gave it a kick under
the scal of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Of course the effect was to lift the Look into more
notoriety than it had ever gained before. The
sales took a fresh start. There are always a good
many curious people whoe when a cloud of dust is
raised, will stop to see what raised it; And now
if the United States should lend itself to this
business, it would raise 8o big a cloud that the
curious. would crowd round the marvel by the
tens of thousands. - The book would be immor-
talized at once. 1t would be only a little Jess
comspicuous in the gnze of the world than
Guiteau’s last poers and prayer. The Postmaster-

General is wise in letting Walt Whitman rest in
peace, .. LT R

‘tency of the -weird ‘sisters is never so0 operative

X ) ]
. CregpMoRre will once more be the scene of ;
the international rifle-matoh;, Great Britain ». 1
America. . The toams will consist of twelve mon
oach, and the shooting takes pluce on Friduy
and Satunday, September 15th and 16, Inarrang-
ing proliminaries, it has been.clicited that Sil-
vor's recoil plate will not be allowed, nor will
fancy sights, the only one admitted being the
Government, or * barley.corn,’” pattern. The
ortheoptic eye-shade is also barred, its use being
contrary to military practice.. Fndeavors will
be maide by the British to take with them sufii-
cient small bore shots to make up an eight to
shoot for the * Palma.” There wns at first some
difficulty sbout accepting the British entry for
this; but the American N.R.A. generously
waived all objections as to shortuess of untice,
and so set an example to fastidious carsme.. on
the other side.

THE SUPERNATURAL IN SHAKE.
SPEARES “"MACBETH."

At the outset the formative idea stands forth in
bold distinctness when the weinl sisters confront
Macbeth in their mysterious blending of the
palpable and the shadowy. A basis is laid in-
stantly for a tragic interest of exceptional inten-
sity. The storm ; the wild lyric smitten from
the tempestuons elements ; the scene upon the
heath ; the congruity between the murky soli-
tude and the three sisters ; the sileut propheey of
impending destinies in the troubled air, and the
meanings articulated to Macbeth and Banquo,
who are open, in the flush of victory, to persoual
impressions touching their fortunes ; the empha.
sis of the words ** 2o et Macbeth ;" and the
very unlike effect of the sisters on Muacleth and
Banquo—are most vividly given. Sheakespeare
in none of his plays starts on so high & level.
But he keeps the mountain ridge, abode of cloud
and storm and mystic terror, all through the
movenment, and he sustains the movement with
an intenseness never less than  breathless.
Throughout the play the ** superuaturl smicit
ing,” either as causs or consequence, is ever
present. Like many a man of very mixed nature,
demon and angel struggling for the mastery,
Macbeth could hardly have goue over to the
side of his bloody ambition without foreign help.
The help is at hand, for it is heip to which he is
voluntarily accessible. 1 human nature, evenin
its worst hours, had merely to struggle with itsslf,
the problem of responsibility would he far easies
of solution, Shakespeare was too wise, too well
informed by the teachings of Christianity, to
make such a blunder as portraying Marbath in
solitary conflict with himself. That eontlict is
re-enforced first by- the sisters, to typify  the
infernal element in temptation. Next it is
augmented by his wife, to provide for the hunian
constituent in the probation of the will.  After
Dancan’s murder the wife reacts ; her desire for
“sovereign sway and masterdom ™ ir gatisfied,

murders, but Ly her constancy and tenderness
of devotion in stforts to interpose tivtwean Mae.
beth and utter ruin,

‘The ruling or formative idea holds its prom.
inence to the end. Remormse sets fu: “‘all i
lost, and naught gained ;" * O, full of scorpions
is my mind, dear wife!” Deep opens into deep,
abyss into abyss ; darkness and ‘sttending hor.
ror compact themselves in cloeer folds about
his soul. Buat the ‘““supernatural” goes on.
And in the *“dark cave’’ what a symbolism of
realticsi The nrocession of apparitious, he
march out of darkness back into darkness, the
armed head, the bloody child, the crowned child
upon whose * baby brow " is worn *‘the sound
and top of sovereigntly,” the typical tree, the
stately agpear.mce of the vight kings—what
is it all ‘but the consummation of the *“ whicit
ing *’- Thence goes Macbeth to perfoct hix
overthréw. It is his last draught of hellish
inspiration ; and ere leng Birnam Weod moves
up a5 the shadow of death to the battle.field,
the billowy gloom rolls to and fro in its hasteu-
ing veugeance, ‘‘the powers above put on their
instruments,” aud Macbeth, wpottung left him
but his valor, falls by the hand of Macdufl,

Thizis an admirable Jesson in adhesion to a
constructive idea, and Shakespware is nowhere
more of a profound intellectual philosophaer
than in this specialized formi of skill in Mac.
beth, There is no fate or destiny. Neither the
weird sisters nor Lady ‘Macbeth originate hia
purpose, nor force it, nor execute it. First
and last he is Macbeth, ‘and” they are his ‘ac.
cepted - sucxiliaries. - Tremendous auxiliaries
they are, but only wo. becamse he has & tre-
mendous nature, not to be dealt with other.
wise. ' Nor must our student. neglect 10 mark
how supremely concenirative the great dram.
atist is on bis leading principle. . No diversion,
no episodes, are here.: There ix. no zigrag in
this lightning. . What is most noticeable is the
unconcions - presence of . the ruling conceptien
aside from its direct rmanifestution. The yo.

as where no ontward aign appears of their in.
fluence. 'And this shows us: what a hold the
formative idea had on the poet, since the real
force .of ‘'a great truth exhibits ‘itself much
more in “the ‘unconscivus deportment of the
mind than in the conscions. - Just here, too,
our atndent will realized a very important fact

Ny

ings of *‘ unconscious celebration,” A perfect
mystery it is ; but inystery. may be turned tq
good account in sell-development. To gy
the benefit of thin ' unconcious cerablatioy "
‘the  student must store up his materinls, ang
give them time to adapt themsalves by hidden
internction to one another, so that they may
shape themsolves tntuitively 10 thuir owny idea,
among the socrots of the brain this slow fer.
mentation does its work-—a very vital werk

we are well assured, and one fraught with sip.
gular benefits.. More than in any of Shak.
speare's plays, this law of unconscious x\du!m\.
tion seems to indicate itself in Macboth, 'y
supervision of will and purpose is perfectly ub.
vious. But it is only supervision. The in.
ventive art, the buoyant and clastic vitality,
the prodigious momentum, impress ove ay sul.
terrancan forces. How much is suggested by
the mother of the Maccabees when she savs (o
her children, * 1 know not how you were form.
ed,...nor how the life you have recsived was
created 1" most true is thisof the olspring o
the mind, aud nowhere among the wonders «f
Shakspeare so wonderful as in Marketh, Vor
every man, and especially overy man of genius,
dwells in an invisible world —jovisible to hin.
self no less than to others—und out of its lhial-
lowed solitudes the resplendent idealities of
beanty and grandeur rise to vindicate hiv an-
cient glory as the image of God.— AL AL Tap.
cosn, in flarper’s,

RICHARD HWACGNELRS SUCQESN.

When he was a boy Wagner resolved to wnite
sootry like Shakspeare’s and mary it to mnse
iika Beathoven's. Of all the compowrs sinee
Brethoven the two who have made the Jdeepe ot
impression upon the art of theirtime are Wy,
and Berlior, aund it is & curious fact that §
trace to Shakspeare their earliest diteating
pulse. Both appeared at o time when a suddes
andor for the English poet blazed in Franoe ang
Germany. It was the era of revolt ngainst
periwigs and red heels, when Dumas and Vietar
Hugo were disturbing Paris with the fiest drawua,
of the romantic school, and the playse of Stak.
speare were acted amid transports of deighe
before the audiences of the Bonlevards, Borlios,
feeling his soul in arms, wrote his ** Romeo anld
Julier,"" and tnarried an Irish ophelin, Wagner
bought an Faglish dictionary, aud, falling fo.
riously upon ** Lear ” aud ** Hamlet,” ons
poanded a trageds in which fortytwo pormoiges
were slaughtered, and some of thesn had 1o came
back as ghosts because there were not encud
left alive to finish the story. To supply this
play with music like Beethoven's he borrowet
w treati-e on thorough-bass, and gave himseli 4
wevk to learn the art of composition.  Nathing
came of this boyish nonsense, nar have o
carly overtures and operas survived, though be
pushed themi-—heaven knows how-—to the donte-
ful hionor of performance ; bat the unien of the
peotry of Shakspeare with the musie of Heathi
oven is precisely what he says that he bas ae.

v * complished in hix mature years.
and Shakespeare saves her to womanhood, not{  Bul be stcereded,
ouly by her vot teing a party of the subsequent § 1o listen to his opetas and to like them. He Lae

He has compelled peopi

found powerml supporters among the Jews, who
hate im. e has halfceomguered the Fnghi,
who are deeply  affronted by his eriticisni o
Mendelssobu ; anid at list he s forciog 1ns
music even into the ears of unwilliag Paris, 1Y
it is too soan to say that Lie has destroyed th
old form of npera and establisbed another, we
can at Jeast athrmn that he has profoundly athocr.
ed the methods of all serious lyrie vompowrs of
the day, even against their will, Sinee © Taun.
hiinser” and “Lobengrin®™ it has been oug of the
question to write any more operss of the Bailini
pittern. [t is true that the reforms ot Wagner
were prefigured by Gluek a hundred years ago .
but Gluek founded no achool, nor eould his i
jestic works keep the stage. It is trae also that
“Waguerism is onoly a manifestation of the ten.
dency obtwervable in all wmusic sines HBeethoven
to sacrifice mere besuty of furm for the sake of
the free expression of emotion ; but Wagner has
fixed that tendency, detined it, inteusified st
and spplied it to the music which appeals most
fomib[y to popular feeling — the music of the
‘stage.

Probably the boldest of all his deviees for
heightening & change of sentiment in the deamn,
by a simultancons chaugs in the character af the
music and the aspect of the stage, occurs in the
new opera of “ Parsifal.”” [t is used twice . first
in the biginning of the work, and again, with a
fuller development, in the finale, Az in ““Tann.
hauser ”* and ' [ohengrin,' there is a conflict
here between good and evil, and Parsifal must
triumph over the magician, Alingsor, and the
temptress, Kundry, beforo he can entorupon the
illustrious function . of ‘guardian of the Holy
Grail.  He haa passed through the trial ; he has
repelled the seductions of enchantment and sen-
suality ; he has reached -the wood which lies
outside Mouasalvat, the Castle of the Geail, and
-there hie is clad in the armor.and mantle which
distinguish the knighta of the Cap of the Lord's
Supper.. Then bha ascends toward the castle,
gaided by an aged knight and followed by the
penitent Aundry. At this moment-the lanl-
scape begine slowly to change.  Tio lake, the
thicket, and the grave  disappear.” Wo see a
succesaion of rocky. slapes, with Parsifel still
climbing upward, and arched passages traveraed
by " processiona .of - knights. - Cartain - musical
themes, which have besn aasociated all through
the opera with the worship ofithe Grailland with

in hifgher culture, yiz,, that ‘creative onergy of
intellect has very much to do. with the work.

its miraculous power, ara treated now in an.ex.
‘tended' and {most}imposing (form, ' The solemn




