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1 know it's presumia’ tor aae sich as me
Fur to talk to a dy so grand ;

1¢'s Jist ike a0 imp from Satan's domnios.
Chinin’ vae from the heavenly tand!

Bus you've axed far my story, ma’am, neat and perlite,
An’ 1" re!l it the best thet | kin;

Leavia’ out ail thet's rongh or of valgne degree,
Skippis’ over si! teches of sin.

1 eum to these moantains iv ‘M), aod hyar
I've remainesd as ye sem ever sevce

I drove ou the aver kind liue til} the keers
Steag the conches "'way over the fence,

An’ thea [ iried minin’, an’ went through my pile
In a maooer mast dencedty fla;

Theu | rhopped ou that lay, a0’ gut iv ¢ to henl
Texas cattle up thar on the Platte,

“From the Statesi” du yonr ask; yes, 1 fast saw the
tight
1a Ohiv, sn’ Aght thar ¥ staved
THI T tired o the civitize § racker, ye sen
Couldn’t coon to legitimate trads.
Then I prehed up my dads 40" bid—some oaw —guod -
bye, -
An' headed my boss fur the Wasg,
An' cum to these monntains to buek arie Jaek—
To swallow my dose with the rest!

*Got e wife ! tookee Byar, wma'am, 1'd rather not taik
On sich suhjects as that, tur yo sew,

It monts’t be Hat'rin” to let out the truth :
1t perbaps 'd refiect upoa me.

“'4308 an Object inaxia',” ye say. Wal, [ swar!
I can’t see bow t'd interest you:

An’ 1 guess—eht “*you mast kouw.  Wal,

ma'am, I bad

A wite thet was noble an’ true.

then,

You see. “tar like this : Whea 1 lived in the Ntates
Somebow 1 war ail outen tuek,

An’ 1 stood in with aithin’ bat ~asemi hand times,
No matter owbat racke: | strusk?

Till azlast I gin ap ad’ conciuded to leave—
Agp’ Mary approved o the pian;

An’ red. “Go aloag Tom. at’ when ye get rich
Ye'li ind yer companion va han''’

Bot the sams cassed ek foblered right io tuy trail,
No T jist quit & writin' bk boeme -

For | wanted the folts thar to thiuk White war dewd,
A’ cuntisued as usnal o ron.

I strayed hyar as tbar—with ao settiad place
Fur 1 camp—with na abject in view :

No ambition to rastie for more than eteugh
Tou grul me—iodeai, ma'am it's vue !

“ Do 1 jeve Mary " Why ma'am - [dars it all,
Thet smude Rewpe B smartin’ my wyes

Makes ‘em water ms 'hoogb I was drappin’ som weep—
When the wind's south thet smoke abiers Bies),

" Want ap answer!” Wal, ma'am. 1 mas say tdarn

thet smoke)—

T mgs say thet in all these tooyr yean

She's hin nght ia my tweaghis, a0’ many's 1he Bight
iay thinkin” of Maty —in tears.

Her picter 1 eurry right byarin my heart—
Jist athoaebt of her Bifs mue witn tlisa,

Ap’ theday grows as dask a« the bottoailess pit

_ Wiweo I thiok p'raps abe's dead afore this,

Uve trested her shabby. bat wa’am twar hasd tuck
Thet made me shake home iy thet

Au’ I'm bopin® il yic the Kewnis
Az’ begin 1o ruz right arter a wii

syl
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An W ever I it fist 8 small stake abrad
'm goin’ 1o 1oddle back thas.
An' I'll'ax Mary's pardovan’ settie right down,
Ay’ be decwtit—1 will, ma'sm, 17i} swar !
What's that! jookee hyar, wa'am, greal heavesns’ 3
tara
Yer {ace more aronsd ter this High: '
Hist yer veil—gren: Lord uf wll marey atovs '
Why, Mary Elizadwin White!

Wiaominvg Kit.

"~ Ny . q.
A FORCED MARRIAGE.

There are many charming sentiments con-
nected with clanship, and it cannet be demod
that anion in families 15 aelightful o withess
bt of even such good things as these ane may
possibly have a littiz too much.  So, at least,
thoogtt young Hugh Lestrange when his graoi-
father affectionately intimated to Buw that the
t’xmiiy of which ke had ¢he honour 10 be the
zldest Lachelor represcntative, unanimeusly con-
sidered it his plain and obvious duty to fnarry
his cousin  Pauline. Hugh's father had been
dead some five years, avii nils grent-vucie’s grund-
sp, Pauline's father, bad fallen 1 the Frauco-
Prussian war ; for the branch ot the Lestrauge
family to which she belonged was of Frencl na-
tionahty, and had but recrntly moigrat=d across
the water.  Tuere bad been a fauly conclave,
whereat it had been resclved and cartied nom.
con. that the comwon iuteresis, peeunary and
otherwise, of the house of Lestrange, would b
watericlly aavanced by the matrimonial union
of the two young people.  The resuit of thu
important conlerruce being duly commuuicated
to Hugh by his grandfaiber, and to Pauline by
ber wother, 1t was confidently expected that
both cousius would regard the ailiaper in the
wame light as their sentors, and enact their re-
speciive partswith willing covcurrence. Iudecd,
80 far as Paulitic was concerned, there couid e
vothing unusval or despotic 1o her in this par.
ental arrsugewent of her future ; for her French
aducation and surroundings bad accustomed her
to the idea of iamily arbitration in watrimonial
affairs and khe was not, as are English giris,
familiar with the notion of waidenly independ-
ence. . She received the news of the proposed
uniop with ealmi acquiescence ; hier cousin
Hugues, as she called bim, was not likely 1o
prove an unkiod husband, snd she was content
to let matters drift quietly to the desired con-
summation. Not %o, however, the bridegroom
elect,  Huogh Lestrunge felt that a distinet and
deliberate iujury hud been done to hita, and he
sesolved to reent it.  But being 4 youny fellow
of awiable nature, hating arguments, and dread-
ing open Tupture, he confined the expression of
Ny dissatistaction o a few words of mild remon
strance, sceretly determining the while wo to
conduct his part of the affair as to demonirate
oumistakably abike to Pauline's wother amld to
the young girl herwlf his utter inalnlity to en.

ter tuto the spirit of the new charseter allotted
to him,

It was armanged that the necessary proposal

should be made, and the courtship insugurated
at i certain country house to whic‘n, during the
. hunting season, both parties had been tuvited.
Pauline had but lately quitted her school in
Paris, Hugh had not long left Oxford, and same
years had elapsed since their last nesting.  Une
der such cireumstances this renewal of old ties
Pwith a new intent was regardsd Ly the family
feonfederation as an event of critical interest.
i Onthe evening of the day which wituesse.d the
» arrival at Shireton Manor of Madame Lestruge
i ami her daughter, Hugh was deputed to conduet
! Paniine to dinner ; and as the two couzing placed
themselves wide by side at the table, wany in.
_quiring and speenlative glances were turned to-
wands thew by those of the guests who had been
admitted to the secret. Indeed, they were a
couple auy family might have been prond to es-
cort to the altar,  The yvouny man, now in his
twenty fifth year, was tall, bearded, stalwart,
amd tairfaced ;. Pauline, thorenghly French in
feature mied compianion, was yel not wean of
stature ; and though the watioual yv(nl;\m'uml
impulsive  tempernment showed itself in the
curves of her lips, the truthiul steadfastness of
her brown eyes stoad spunsor for a heart that
was not empty of English blosd, Whata pity
it was thar, being so handsome a conple, and
carrving with them the good wishes of all thawr
mutual relatives, and a fine inheritance to boot,
they vould not find each other charming! Bat
Fate will have her way. Threughout the whole
of that critical dinner, young Lestrange, medi-
tating on his wrongs, was unsociable, wono-
syliabie, and anpleasant.  Pavliue, disposed a2
Rrst (o accept with atfability such affectionate
advances as her cousin might make, when she
pereeived that none were vouchsafed, assamed a
fronty reserve, aud stood aloofl sn her diguoity.
Daring two hours-~five courses  anl dessert—
the pair «at side by side, prim, morose, and
mutuzily uncivil; and when the hostess rose, a
thorough miishking had been established.  The
incidents of the remasinter of the wvening con-
firmed the opinion vach had forined of the osher.
The tve troze harder aad barder over the hearts
of toth ¢ and before Pauline rettred for the night
she disburdened her mind to her mother in
valuble Freuch, very much afier the followinyg
fashion

¢ Mamina, 11 s perleerly useless o tell e to
marry Huogues ) he is altogerher olious and in-
supportable.  As fur him, he hates e ; that
yon must all have sen pliniy enough. He
hardly spoke two wonls to me ab dinuee-time |
aped sifrectly he saw me go o the plage, he went
off e the swokiug-room with Captain Lovell
He thikks himanlf too good for me, po doubt :
you can see huw abominably conerited he is by
the contrmptnous way in which he looked at
at everybody, and by his s of ill-bred re-
serve

“ But, Paaline dearssy,” pleadel Madame
Lestrange, deeply chaunned, ** suppase all this
arises from shyness on his part! Hemewnber,
bis positiou is rather 2 difticalt one ;s and a young
wan brought up in Fopglish ways, as he has
tern, may (2ol more cmbarrased thay would «
Freochman under stmilar cirenmstances,”

* Awkwarduess is not charming,” reterned
Pagline ; ¢ 2ud a shy man is hardiy better than
arudeone. However, T will give him another
chanes to-morrow 3 fut i he is net nieser at
breakfart and Iuncheon than he has shown him-
self at dinner, § will bave nothing wore to Jde
with *im. He i 003 the oniy basband 1o be
Bad in the world, T suppose D and 1 am hot
eighteen afterall, ane jost as good-looking as
ether pirls. Good-night, dear mamms,™ And
with a pasting kiss and a salisfied glance in the
wirrer, Paublive passed light-hearted 10 her
chamber.

But next Sy things wore uo better an speact,
and mademoiselle’s secoud dennnciation of her
intended spruse was nneguivorul and decivive.
Hugti, on his part, saw reason to congratulate
himsclf on the courss e had adopted, and when
he quitted the smokiog-room at midnight, he
bad accepted a friend’s invitation to leave Shire-
tou Manor vu the morrew for more congenial
joxs elsewhere,

rtainly,” said this recalcitrant voung man,
as fee extioguished his candle, *1 have acted
wisely in getting ont of this busness. | should
hiave been miserable for life i 1 Lad given in.
What a monstrous thing it is in this century for
a mmau's relatives to take ou themselves the -
prisal of his Hiberty in such an outrggects wav as
this ! Pealine is the Laat girl 1u the waeld to
snit e, with her prim atfretation of coyuess
and her ndiculous air of petite rone. | believe
she has not an ifea in her mind--thess Frenche
bred young women never have—and she doesn't
know how to be natursl and sociable wad sympa-.
thetic. Whenever wmy time does come to turn
Beunedick, my wifir shall be just as unlike ma-
demoiselle ma cousing as possaible.’

50 there was an end ol thix most axcellent
mateh, to the infinite disgust, vexation, aml
dismay of the intrigning parties.  Hugh con.
wnnicated to his grandiather i respectiul
tering, but with finm expressions, his absolute
repugnance to the proposed alliance, and his
upalterable resolotion tw undergn the worst that
might happen rather than submit o it. And
Pauline declarsd with - itumense fervour that
rather than perform her ahare in the contract
she would be eut 1 picces or buried alive, In
the face of such obstacles 1o more conld be dore,
and after sundry futile reproaches and laments
the family scheme was abandoned. Hugh was
admitted to be a free man, and Madaywe [o.
atrange hegan to turn her thoughts to the pur.
suit of some other eligible pasti.
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RBut the cousins, however widely separated
trom a matrimonial point of  view, were consiny
still, and the unavoidable failure of  mutually
cherished hopas could 1ot be parmitted Lo effect
au estrangemient between the two braunches of
the family. Farly iu the Spring Pauline snd
ber muther rappeared in Londou, and thither
also vame her only brother Jacques, but reernt.
v emaneipated from the bonds of Alma Mater,
Now Jawgues was the chosen warticalar friend of
his consin  Hugh, anl although, being the
vounger wan, he had entered the University
later, tiee hal dacing more than a year been
fellow-stidents 1t the same Hall, and insepor-
able allies in all the pursuits aml iuterssts of
college life.  Therefore, invmediately on iy ar-
rival in town, Jacques sought out his cousin,
and within half au kour of “their meating the
yvonnger Lestmange was in possossion of the de.
taily of the family wachinations aud the bascw
consequent thereuapou,

*1 heard something about the atbur from
howe,” said Jacques, * bat Insoeh w0 vigue way
that | vould mahe nothing of . However, we
need not trouble vurselves about the thing now,
ami 1 suppose you won't let it make any dirfer.
snce to you.  Are you gaing to Lady Leigh's on
Thunalay '

*Upon my worl.” snswersd  Hugh wedita-
tively, * L don't know. 1 w.s going, hut T liear
Panline and your mother will be there, and th
spems awkwand, doesn 't i 7

»

My good fellow, vou don’t meau to say yon
are geiny to cul us on aecuunt of this antoward
afair ! You will have everyboadv gossining
about the thing it you behave so ridientousdy,
and you may injure Panline’s chances tn 2 way
you don't think of. Why should prople kuow
there has been anything vowrvmplated botwesn
you !t Al sorts of taies witl be toldy a Buadred
times worse, every otie of them, than the tiuth
and nobodyv pred guess anything at all af only
you conduet yourseif rationaliy and in a naturdd
manter.  Aud really [ canpot see why von
should dishike wieeting Paoslive. Then has
beeti no rezalar quarred between you, oo jiiting
ot jealousy. or anything of that kind ; 11 wasa
simple mutual dissent from ceflaan viens enter.
tained fur vou by oldes peuple who aught to have
bevn wiser. Bewdes, it ail happened foar nionths
awo, amd the entire wcheme hay been droppank
Were t von, | woull not only go ta Lady
letgh's ball, hat T wonbl dance with Pauline,
just to show friendBitess and adisposition 2o put
things back o the ol fonting”

This sdiscussion emibed  as Jacques wished,
Hugh premisad not 1o abeent himself from the
ball o qaestion, amd he kept 1o s word It
wias one of the tirst balls of the swasou, and was
well sttended. Pauline sermed to be o groat
sucoess, and danced unweanadly,  But shortly
alter supper, as Hugh, having handed his last
partoer to ber weat, st niie
doarway, his xurpfise wes great

no wmemeut hy a
at bty hightly
tapped oo the arm by Pauline’s fau, wnd hearing
her say, an thoagh ecliciayg her brother's ad-
vive. '

fWhen are von going to ask me to dance,
cotstn Hughes * | have juet this waltz frepe of
you HK«"  Then in Yower tours, * Do ust seem
o avoid me s there i i nend [ s 1o be stran
grrs Lo earh other nu wecrunt of wiat b
vatred. Praple will ootice 31, mamsna s

What could Hugh o Tmposabl- FEEIS
ancl, besides, whetier e ddanesd with her now
of not mattered nothing  their encagement had
been formally nulhined, and
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no attentions he
miaht pay to her coud b imsinterproted  After
all, toe, she was 4 & wisane gird, and support.
able enough as & uere votain. A colsiu 1nay e
tolerated and even danved with very agreeably,
previded one ds not expectml to make ber one’s
conipamian for fife. Sa Hupgh resolved to be
phasant. Pechage, tusdeed, poor gird, he owed
ner some wimetods for his part 1n the reernt
fuilure of the famidy pdot; 80 any rate, they
«ood now in no faise light wogether, and there
was therefore nn reasan for nberrving constraint
of reserve in hiv manner tosards her. Aud so
the noxt minute the youayg man'sarm was roud
Paudine™s watsl, and the pair were whirling to-.
gether amicably down the room.

They paused at bsth by x conservatory, and
Hugh found his partuer 4 seat beneath a tall
tree-forn.

‘ What o spdendid waltzer you are !* he said
graciowsly, * Iud they tearh you that in aris t'

She answered pleasanzly, wita a matner »o
soulfected, and a sintle so bright, thas Hugh re.
colled with wonderment  the stiff primmness
which hal characterizsd linr every geature anid
wand when last they met.  How, ha usked him-
solf, could four shurt mouths brought about so
atrikiug a difference

Their talk hawed gaily on, for Hugh melted
and warmed undec the iufluence of his com.
panion’s gracious masn-r ; until Pauline being
m request for snother Jdance, dismised her
cousin with & parting intimation that she hoped
to weer bim the following evening at the house
of 4 wmutual frienil.

¢ We sbiall be ther: early,' saiid she, with an
ingengous wir. *If yoa like to come by ten
o'clock I can give youo the first quadnille.’

Hugh went home bewildered ; and, entering
his room iu the grey morning twilight, threw
himself into an vasy chair, and meditated there
till nunrise.

What ! The girl, so mindlens, 50 wordless, so
prudish, so unsympsthetic, whom a mistaken
devotion to the interests of kinship would huve
forced upon. him us a. wifo, had suddenly
changed her whele nstare, and become genial,

frank, intlligeur, charining! Huagh  could
tnake nothing of the wystery. 1t did not ocour

to him that he oo must have sppeared to
Pauline that night uvader & vew and vepy dilfer.
#nt aspect from that presented by the graff wud
unaminble young nun who had bsen offired her
for a husband, Lot that have heen an it nmsv-
however, it is not on reeond that Mademoisel o
Lustrauge wnde any observation of this latter
kind to her mother,

Lady Leigl’s ball was but the first of 2 good)y
number of dances and *at howes * at whieh th.
cotsine were  destitied  to mpet. Hugh told
himself that to attempt avotding suel neeting,
would  be childish aud atfected | and ghae
moreover, sy Patline showed no evideusn of (,mf
barmssment of auneyaure in his presenee, hut,
on the contrary, a4 most natnral and perfpey
gaiety of speech and uanuver, be ought not 1,
consider himsell an obsitacle to her vnjoyment,

One cirvamstatice only began, littlo by litt)e
to disturh the peaceful vquaniaity of 'liu,\-h;
existence,  There was o cevrtan Cologed Spiers
Gordon, « tall hand-wme oficer of the Hugsam
with whom Pasline danced much, who rode
olten beside her tn the park, and wheee pre .
at Minlame Lestrange's afternoon tev way pot
intrequent. 1t was, Hugh admitted 1 Liggalf
supremely ridicnlous to feel annoved by syel
p:‘lry incidenty as these ; for the Colunel was
tman of the best reputation personaily, ang L.
pesdigree and fortane was sll that Maylar eoul
denire. Hogh examined  his mind deeplyv g
the sabject, aud found there nothing 1y geenn:
for the incipient istrust and diwcomioet why 4
this acquaintance caused Lime Paubline was by
cousinn certainly, but in o the thurd degr .
only, and bis intersst in her wellare was con.
parstively remate atel of @ mverely friendly char.
acter.  Doubticas his uneasiuess arose from (i.
eongrny presented o s omind by the ey
uf & marrtage posably taking place betweay, oo
younyg @ pitl and the Colonel ; for the e
mast <'-‘rl:|iu£_)' have attatued by fortieth
while she was not vet ninetesn.  Hugl b
sutlicient regand for hic consin o feel wime o
citude for her hz\sq.iw-u ax v tfe, and 1o wiak
fur her a usband o st wore Giatle gy e
than thae gatlant Hussuro Younyg Lestpan e
was nat a btde comflosted st having thay ..
fuetorily solved the seeret of his duivuietnd . 1
hard fookedd at the outsel so sspivinusde Bge o
tent thane of jealousy, that o el aaupeq of
the huarsulessness of ils Irue bature was py,.
wratifving.  To have been geaduus, even oy 1

sinallest degree, would have tnphied the ox.,
ence of a fecling in regard 1o Panline wh e
was abeolutely  and  eternaily Sl
should everentertan | wnd he wius well Respitn
ed with 1he fact that she, ou her par,
stmilar immntable Views o medpeet of foe
One bndliant May noontide Madenosiseliv 1.
strange, entering the breakfastoroom on her oo
turn froem her worning ride, found her geeds
apvarently abaorbed tn meditation vver o Lo
which lay open on a tuble at Ler cibow jui i
cup of untasted chovolate. When sl waw
Pauline, she stared dhightly, and rfobict L
Irticr ; bug, observing ber daughter's eye
tons she did so, sand hghtly,
“ From Colonel Gondon, dearesy.”
“No bad newsy | hope 7 naked Paubiie, o
the same tone, gatheriag up the fulds of b
habit, and contemplating the splastes upon
“ How could thers be anv bud pews oy
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him F' retorusd har mother with suiier se
prxa'-*.

*only beeanso Tave it ixou lonyg ietter
as we lueet him nearly every day, 1ty A
to cobieive what he van possibly have to wnt
abaus,”’

Cls 1t wald Madame Lestrange, with g
cuhiar emphasis.  “Can you nel imag
Pauline, that there may be some things a man
would rather write than say

“ U he saya it in writing | don’t we mn
differvnee,” wnseored the gird, with adroil ar.
* Hut what is it he xays——or writes 7

With a sinile, Madame Lestrange put the bt
ter into her daughter's hand,

Paulive read it hastily, the roxy colour gather
ing brightly over her face and throat ; then,
turning agsin to her mother, she said, in 2 iow
tremulous tone.,

* 8o he wants me to be Madame Spiers vt
don.”’

“Thay eall it * Mre.* in this country,’ rephed
her mother correctively, aud with an expressiou
of playtulness

Y Well, mamnma, will you ploase say * No V7

“ No!" echoed Madame Lestrange, astonish-
ed. ¢ Surely, my dearest, you don't meai 10
rifuse witch an offer as this 1°°

* Why should I accept it 1" returned Pauiine.
¢ | do not care for him as 1 ought to care fur 4
husband, and it would uot bo right te sy
Yer' "

* You plunge me in despair, Pauline; this
is the second wiost excellent chanece you have
had within four months, and you decline both
unvonditionaliy. Tell me, my child, i ther
any molive for this behaviour un your part!
Do you—can you be thinking of anyledy
elun 17

As she spoke, Madame Lestrange rose aml
took her daughter's hand carescingly in ber
own. But therc was no omotion in Panline's
rejoindler, '

* Dear mamma, of course not, | don't want
to marry Colonel Gordon, that's all. Isitxe
very inexplicable !” ‘

“ And you wonld not marry Hugh either;
such a charming iutelligeat youug nrn too, and
cxactly suited to you in every way. Est-ello
difficile, cotte chére Paulive "

Panline turned abruptly away, and seated
horuelf by the window.
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