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THE WORLD'S

POLITICS.

Tunsg is something unusuntly exciling’ in the present
aspect of internationa! relations throughout the world.
China is awniting the avenging hand of France and Bri tain,
becanse of the Tien-rin masssere; Kussin threatens the
peace of the world and the destruciion of the Otpoman
Empire; the Khedive of Egypt is suppored to be ready
for rebeollion nnd the assertion of independence the o
ment the next Ruseo Turkish war bLreaks out: Ttaly is

convulied from centre to eircuinferenon, agitated Ly the |

triple influences of Republicanism, Royalty, and the
Papacy. Spain i5 yer in doubt abony her new King, and
report says that the futher of the Duke of Ansta bus
banned his scceptance of the Crown.  Austrin has more
thsn her shnre of trouldes, snd Fngland s supposad Lo
be on the verge of a ministerial erisis, with the no distant
prospect of a war against Russin on hand., A4l to this o
threatenced rebwellion in freland; the smaller swates of

Eurape agitated lest they be swallowed up by more

powerful neighbours; the pending - Alabann ™ cluims,
and the fuse wnd fustian of the American Repablican

party, who look upon a quarrel with somebody as essen.

tial to the perpetuntion of their party rule; and, to say
‘pothing of France and Prussia, we have a pictura of the
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f world's politics such as ought to arrest the attention of
levery man, and cause him to ask—where are the
%prir.)cip!u'ﬂ of t.ruth and honesty in the transactions of
; nation with nation?  Need it be wondered at that there
{1 20 much of cunning and duplicity between individuals
l when the foremost men in the State—thosé who, by their
Ptaients and their virtues, have besn elevated to the
Phighest positions—bury honour and fair dealing beneath
i the shrine of vxpedioney, and act as if inspired anly by
s eonsiderations of national gain ?

i Twenty years ago it wag supposed that war among

made 1o ring with the speeches of the Peace Congress
nrgters, and arhirration was declared o be the fina) deter-
minator of all international disputes.  The Crimean
war & few years later dispelled this Utopian dream and
exposed the nations in their schemes of seltish aggran.
irement. It was, howevar, belicved, and we think justly,
that the alling who then threw their swords inw the scale
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of justice.  And should the battle have 1o be fought over

:again, it is to be hopad that the same powers would be

~believe that they will Le equally ready.
" to precipitate the inevituble struggle she will move before
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civibisod States hid Lecome impossible. The world was :

on the side of the Mussulman, were tighting in the cause

{f Ruzsia means .
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the hand of Germany has relaxed its grasp cn the throat
of France; before Italy has settled her complicated issue
with the Pope, in which she can only plead—¢ Well! I
‘ plundered you, because a meaner than me—that is the
“ Revolution—was ready to strip vou naked !’ It may
be a question whether the King of Ttaly had not better
have lelt the Republicans to deal with the matter and
then have come in behind them. [n that case it is pos-
sib]e that blessings would have come whence curses now
descend ; but what is, is, and the world must move even
if Kings and Emperors are ground under its wheels.

In public as in private life, in affairs of state as in vransac-

“tions between individuals, there ought to be, above all, a
“respect for the principles of right and justice. Were thia
“observed, it would just he as impossible for nations to go

10 war as for neighbours to go to law. Lnboth cases there
must be a wrong on some side, and it Sseems unworthy

_the age in which we live that it has not yet devised somae

court at which all international disputes might be settled
without the horrible resort to war. The expedient of ar-
bitration has failed simply from the spirit of national

'ust; but this national lust omly brings misery upon the
aually willing to take their part in it: though we cannoy

people whom it seizes, and since science has opened £O
many channels for individual and national development,
surely the peoples might take the question under their
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