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CLEVER CHILDREN.

An exceptionally  sharp. and
intelligent chikl is aceuplable to
jwost teachers, who feel “that
they Juve i it material which,
if properly bandled, canuot fail
to do them justice. They know
very well, therefore, that it is
worth their while to devote »
great deal of care and ntlention
to it, while, on thie other hand,
they are purfectly ansured thut
o dull child will not, apparent-
ly at any mte, repay the Inbour
which may be bestowed upon it.
This being ro it is, perhaps, na-
tnrnl that msny teachers are
led to neglect (eull scholurs to
the profit of bright ones. At
the same time it 18 certain that
those teachers who do this ful
to appreciate the inportanes
and responsibility of their office,
aml sre guilty of mapifest in-
justice. g‘llorwvur, though it s
true that dull chilidren sutfer
when they are neglected, it
is hy mno means sare that
the majority of hright chil.
dren repay, permanently, the
v-xtra(m‘iun ¢ tinte  and  oate
tention  which  are  bestowed
upon them, It s a significant
fut that o large number of bril-
hant boys develop into the ree
verse i Lrillinnt men, while
many are {ujured in health, if
they do not  positively brwak
down. The reason of  this s
that they sre presesd beyoud
their powens by teachers who
are anxious to entablish rvrum-
tionn, and whe, in their desire
to make their pet scholars shige,
rensder the Jatter's existenes a
jovless ane. Nor is the faslt
Al the  teacher’s, upen the
shoulders of  certudn purents
themselves resting » good dead
uf blatne on aceount ui the is-
chief that is being wrought,
These parentn second the efforts
of the injudicious teachers hy
Keeping their chibizen grinding
at !‘u- mill when they ouglit 1a
Le indulging in thase exervises
apd  reereations which, white
strengtherling their phivsical nu-
ture, would alse do wo fitte
good te theiv minds. Suach e
Jdiciets peisons can s the
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THE WARY OLD FISHERMAN, AND THE LOOSE FISH.

*¢{ have caught some queer fish in my time, but I am afraid that my hon. friend. ...

is too loose a fish for me ever to cateh.”—{Vide Sir John A MacDonald's spoech of Feb. 20.)

checks of their children paling,
and their bearing continual
displaying weariness atd lassi-
tude, but, in the hope of caus-
ing the unhappy youngsters to
win an empty honour, they
pause vot, Per w{m, the honour
18 won ; the children are flat-
tered 5 and the teachers arc ad-
vertised.  But at what cost iy
all this done? The parents
have the mortification. of seving
the children, after they naye
reached a certain point, come to
A sudden smud-stiil, while slow.
er travellers pass them and push
onward, and of learning that a

reat deal of what the children
wmve been  crammed  with g
pusitively useless.  Moreover,
the children are, in not a few
cases, rendered incapable of ori-
ginal thought, their receptive
organs being fastered at the ex-
ense of more usefnl ones.

any, no doubt, rise superior
to the depressing intluence to
which they are suljected, but
even of these a large proportion
abandon their studies upon the
first opportunity, and even look
back with disgust upon their
days, and regard with aversion
all that pertains to learning.
It woild, then, he well if
parents and  teachers treated
children as children, remem-
bering that it is unwise in the
extrems (. place severe straing
upon minds before they have
hecome matured.

XTow, most teachers teach in
order that they may live. Itiis,
therefore,  natural  that they
shoubl avail thewselves of any
upportunity to advertise thetr
mernits,  lu the competitive ex-
aminations for children which
Liave become so coimmon of late
years they see a wians of ad-
vertising  themselves ; and so
lony as the sume bears the stamp
of public approval they will
readily have recourse tw it.
Perhaps if people would cease w0
believe that the teacher, whose
pet pupils shine most brilliantly
at thess competitive examina-
tious, is the best teacher, the
cramming systern would fall
somewhat intoe Jdisrepute.




