THE HARP.

of the erosses which awuit you in your aposto-
late,

dAnd,) the Ioly Father added; “that crosk,
my son, wits horne by 'ius 1V, Tt was given
me by Pope Gregory XVID at the moment of
my conseeration; it
sinee,”

Upon this avownl of s IX,) Mar, Medojras
eried out with o geature of holy horror, “But,

hats  hever quitted me

Holy Father, how cun 1 consent to earry an oh-
Jeet so precions, an object which Pio Nono has
conseerated 2

My son,"oveplied the Pope; Syon shall
earey i, [Uis Pius TXL whotells you”?

While spenking these wanls Pius TN, elased

the box and presented it to the votng perlate,
Suddenly the featnres of the Pontiflf, unfil now
bemning, appeared clonded,  Recopening the
Lox, Pius IX raised the cross which itcontained
to Lis lips and gazed upon it long and enrnesily,
In that smoment, no doubt, all the remem-
brances of his long ¢piscopal career came back to
the memory of our holy Pontifl, and. he made
adast elort over himselr 1o separade Limself
from un object which re-cuiled to him xo many
cremembriniees.. One’ word eseaped from his
Hps it expressed all that was passing within
his beart . Shear litde crass U T thought that
vt would never leave we!”

Jut like o gaint accustomed to. xelf-denial in
all things, as well as in grent, Pins 1X, soon
overenme the moment of emotion, and again
presented the essket o the bishop with a
sweed ad fatherly smile,

611 is stilla further reason for me, my son, to
give you this cross,” he hastened to say, “Pre.
it. Do not forget that it should be a
symbol of courage and & mark of consolulion in
afffiction.”? ’

serve

Dear veaders, all the details of this charming
incident were given to us at Rome by Mar, de
Medoivos himself,  Fight days afier his con-
secration, he came to the French college where
I was and delighted us all by hisrecital, What
emotion filled himund trembled in his voice, as
he reluted it to ug ; what tears {ited his eyes,
Besides, this story is not yet tinished, dear read-
ers s here are the Jast two circumstanees.  You
will acknowledge that. the conclusion is worthy
of such a chnrming beginning.

Possessor of such a treasure, Mgr. de Medoiros
asked himself what ought. he to do with it?
Not {o wear the cross would be contrary {o the
will of the Pope, heknew,
would become of it
heritage?

Jut after him, what
Should it become a famly
Noj; would not the: bishop -who

would suceeed Lim in Pernambuco reclain it 7
Didd not Pius UXL intend to honor bik suceessors
us well as himgelf?

[Full of these thonghts the pions bishop the
very night following his audicnce (sleep conld
not close his cyes), drew upakind of testament
voncerning the pr

dong cross.  Tle there said
thut the ceross given by Pius IX. should pass
after him to the bishops of Pernmbueo, his

i
! suecessors 3 that they shonld wenr it until such
{ e as Pius I'X. would he canonized ; that ‘on
Fihat day the holy relic conld no longer helong
im\hv Bishops of Pernaminco s that it shonld
b iven to the Madonnn of the Cathuedral for an
ormament,

A few days after his conseevation, Mgr. do
P Medoires betook to the
wew Lishop came to
otter his hamage of thanks and devotion to the
prinee of hishops.  Upon his breast flashel the
eross of ruldes, presend of Gregory XVl Pius
VIX., and of Pius 1X. Lo the Bishop of Pernam-
hateo sand in hix hands might have been seena
Vitile casket. What did that ensket contain ?
A seeond pastornl cross,

Limself onee
CThis-time the

more

Vitiean,

This one was gleam-
The Wwother of the bishop
had presented 3t to him,and the bishop did nnt
i wigh to keep this second treasure 3 he Lronght

it to Pus X, ’
{ “)Most Holy Father,”
sevou litve given-me st most precious giflh,

ing with emerabls,

saifd he to the Pontifl,
Pera
wit me inmy turn to make an offering to the
treasury of St Peter. My brother, who counld
not have anticipated or foreseen your most
he nevolunt kindness of Your Holiness, has sent
e Chis cross ¢ T have no lenger need of it ; that,
which T have received fron you, and which T
shall always wear, shall suffice me. 15 it not
jnst that the new present pass into the exhaust-
ed tromary of the Holy Chureh 77!

Pius IX, received the casket and thanked’
kindly and with emotion the - bishop for his
aenerous heart, for his soul so full of gratitude.
Then after a monent of silence; giving to lis
trembling voice a tone of solemnity :

“My son " said hie to the Lishop, in returning
to his Tynds the jewel hox
your sovereign Pontiff a present; he'hagaceept~
ed that present. - But Pins IX. cannot consent
that the paternal gift.which he lins minde you
should deprive you of a brother's gift, = Pius
TX. gives back this cross ; guard it, for'it came:
not only from your ‘brother ; it is also yowr
Faher who gives it {o yon?

#vou have made

AP
- Witnout duty, life is dead and desolate.’




