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ulucky line offend the bashaw at ibe head of the post-office
then, ke Shakespeare’s Death in Richard the L1,

within the paper crown .-
That younds the mortal tewples of an editor,
Keeps He his court; aud there the antic sits,
Allowing him a breath, a little scene—

e 303, teaiour’d thus,
Comes at the last, and with a hitle pen
Bores thro® bis paper wall, aud—-farewell editor.

Aswas properly observed in the extract from the Montreal Ga-

zette in my last number, the hberty of the press does not consist

in freedom fiom ceustire for avy criminsl matter that may be

pubhished, but in no previeus restramt being laid upon publica-

tion. Butto stop papers from beiug sent through the post-office

is a previovs restramt, for the time of their publication, in these

places where they are not printed and distmbuted by hand, is

the time wheo they are delivered from the post office, and to

h stop that delivery, is to Iay a previous restramnt upon thewr pub-
lication.  That such a power io the hands of & post-master 1s
virtually the power of a licenser of public papers, cas not
be denied ; and it was farther most judiciously added in the
same paper that “to sobject the press to the restrietive power
of a heenser, is to subject all freedom of sentiment to the preju-
dices of one man, and make him the arbitrary and irreensable
judge of all contreverted points in learning, religion, and gov-
eromenl.” Why, the holy fathers of the jnquisition constitute
a more equitable and proper tribupal there thete are maoy
heads, many voices, all supposed to be upright men, however
bigoted 10 matters of veligion ; but here is only onc head, one
voice, and that the head aod the voice of a servant of servaats,
whose office, though he must be “a man of Jetters,” does not
require him to he “g literary man.” [ weuld pext ask, wheth-
er, in the words before quoted from the Canadian f'imes, the
grievauce of which I complain is pot “an encreachment upon
the unalienable rights of the press, io a free couutry, aud an in-
dication of tyrappy which can not be mistaken, being a distinct
attack upon the rights of the community.”  Alas, when the ed-
itor of the last mentiored paper. alluding to his ewn individusl
case, said, “it i3 to be hoped that w this country, there never
wi! exist a power by which the press shall be debarred from
the exercise ofits proper functions,” he saw Scylla before him,
but did not see the Charybdis behind ; he did not recollect that

Dextrum Sylla latus levum implacata Charybds
Obsiht—

and that though the sergeant at arms, might be avoided by
Y dexterous maunagement, not! ing can stop the whirlpool of the
itmplacable veto of the deputy-post-master-general, should he be
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