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and twice she closed' her eyes, shuddering wnth ‘Lorror: Her
love for ihe unfortunate being who had Just yelded to- the exalta-
tion of his passion, and the’ oath by Wthh she hail engnged het:
self to him, drew her on one side towards death, but (ke attich:
ment fo life which is éver strongest at the approdch of dan«er,-
the fear of suffering and the remembrance of hér mother con-
spired to retajn her i this world. "The cruel combat which tore
this poor heart had perhaps terminated by another catastrophe,
when the miserable girl saw lights burning beneath her,and heard
“a-dull murmuring sound {'rom the town :_she guessed that it was
the people running to pick up the body of her lover, and thxs cir-
cumstance turning aside the, .current of her thounhts, sufﬁced to
renew her energy in a tnﬂmg degree ; “and she had’ stlength to
drag her step,s as far.as her, mothcr s hut, putlmnr off to the n
"day the fulfilment of her promise. The poor “thing. had ned v
been more afr)lated more paley or dxstrcssed but Peppa was ac.
customed to see hcr melancholy ; ; she contcnted hexse]f b ad-
dressm as usual, rcproqches to' he1 dnughtm and ondel mrr hcr
to go to bed. ' The next doy, Tonia went to the scene of‘ the
catastrophe  she wept much, and several tlmes lrled to accom-
plish her fatal vow, devotion and love were powerful mcenhves a
but the weakness of this poor humanity did not allow it.: natare
claimed her rights over her with an imperious vo_xce,_and she’
won the combat.  She returned “however several times, but al-
ways with less resolution than ever, till at length she-thought she ...
had found good reasons for renouncing her design altogether ;
but we do_not trifle thus with sacred things, with impunity !

A gnawing worm destroyed the health.of poor Tonia ; each day
found her:worse ; in 2 word she.was visibly decaying. . A {resh-
circumstance.occurred - to.aggravate  the: situation of the unfor-.
tunate girl. The peasants of the environs pretended {hat each
night, after the sun went down, there was seen at-Renzo’s stone,
so called siuce the dreadful circumstance, a tall pale man, hold--
ing in his hand a wood-man’s axe, who vanished ina hght mist
after a menacing, angry cry. o
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