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truth gets into old bottles, the bottles burst and
the wine is loat; bat the fault is not in the wiuw
but iv the buttles  The truth of God, like the new
wino, is dilatable, ~nd when it gots intv retru
groesive hoads the bead flies uff of its base, and
all the beuign influencos of truth is lost tu that
head. The head and heart that roceive the truth
myst undergo the process of transformation. This
ig true of the oh. rch of God It must bo agyres
tive, and should be strang encugh to shake off dead
forms. Wo should keop pace with the prugross of
the :age. What mannor of us are the effoto
usages that produce no growth or advancement in
churoh or home ? Let us not bo afraid of what is
new-but take lold of whatever is better, and drop
whatever is not vital and useful. The chuveh or
tho Ohristian that is not aggressive and constantly
putting on new life will sooner or later sutfer
oblivion, H. M.

THE CHUROH AND THE WORLD.

-
—

. In thia.age of science and speculation, when man

is fgrever sproading out his tentacles of rosearch,
gragping oagerly st that which ploases the fancy or
suita the depravod tastes of humanity, it requires a
eolidity of spirituslity based upon truth present in
every professor of Christ to enable him to with-
stand the seducing influonces of the world, To
sgme of us, probaps, the boundary betwcen the
dburch and the world is not as clearly defiued as it
should bo. Christ has olearly taught us that be-
tveen the world and the church there can be no
umon, they are as distinct from each other as night
from day We must sither beloug to oue or the
qt.hor. If we belong to Christ or his church, we
must crucify the world or vice verse, You will
360 from this that our position as Christiaus nust
be clearly defined to ensure our salavation; for, if
we profess Christ and walk with the world, we
have forfeited our Christian citizenship and joopard-
1zed our final hopes. The question that prosents
melf at this juncture is an important ons tu tho
disciplo of Christ viz: Whav are our limits as
Chusuam? To answer this question with the space
at my dlsposal 18 an utter impossibility. I do nut
deulare tlng answer as difficult as some of our period-
1cafs ‘have done. I have read arlicles upon this
aubJect dealing with it in about as logical a manner
as one could expect from perty prupagandists.

For an uninspired man to lay down a etandard
£or the Ruidance of other men in celigious atters,
is an usurpation of arrogance and pride, begotten
from mystic Bablyoo. * Conscience,” says one, ** is
our gulde in the matter.” This by the general
class of religiunists is considered a safe spiritual
adviser. Onesays, I can do this, I can go here,
and atill ratain the approval of my eonscionce."
But let me toll thoso people whose religiou 18 con-

toyvarda God at the same time he was hindering the
¢auge of Christ. Paul had not the knowledge to
glve ttuth to conscience, so may you not have, my
dear brother and sister. When Paul had been
puqh} the perfect way, bis conscience was founded
¢n reason and knowledgo aud was then cipable of
bel!xg his guide. The privilege is ours then to
obtaux the truth by tho word of Ged as Paul did,
and probably if wo have honest hearts it may prove
the fulfacy of relymg on uninstructed conscionce.
W}mt then should guido us in the matter of our
limits thh the world. Wo have soen conscience is
1o to be relied on, nor can its relative, opinion or
behef founded on human roason, which is far more
degeptlve The only answer that can bo given to
t)w quemon is, ““search yo the scriptures.” What
mpith the acr;pturee? Our distinctive plea is to
lpeak where ,the Bible speaks, and to be silent
phere it is anlent. Christ catablished a kingdom,
Fo instituted laws governing that kingdom. The
tealml of hu rulv can be seen only by the eye of

faith,
always onlarged. When we bocume subjects of
that kingdum it is vur duty as well as vur privilege
tu uboy thuse laws, Thusv laws are 8o framed that
their cumpliaticy always renders hunor and glory
tu the King, and happiness tv vursvlses and follow-
men

Whonever we disoboy une lawm we vbuy tho laws
of another master, which is in direct cunthot with
Christ a systein.  Fur wo canuot surve two masters.
therefure we must of necessity Jboy the laws of
God’s kingdom; or iu other words, we must do that
which ronders honor and glory to God and happi-
noss to our fellowmen. You will readily see from
what 1 have said, that it is tho Christian's duty and
privilege to labor both for the temporal and spirit-
ual happiness of others, If we do not du this, we
fall short of our calling. S.N. G,

(Continued next fssue.)

THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY.

Covet carnestly the best gifts; and yet I show unto you a
more excellent way. I, Cor, xif. 18,

The above words were addressed by Paul to ** the
Church of God at Corinth,” because there was strife
among the brethron there on account of jealousies.
This church had had much trouble over a number
of things, and all because the brethren had neglec-
ted to cultivate a spirit of love. What though
they could speak with the tongues of men and
angels; understaud all mysteries and have fuith so
strong that thoy could remove mountains!? What
though thoy wore so benevolent that they would
give all their gouds that the poor might be cared
for? Yea, what though they wore so zealous for
their religion that they would sacrifice their lives
at the stake rather than give it up? All of these
would profit thomn nothing, if they lacked the one
great thing. Many people are trying to get to
beaven by being good, benevolent, zealous and
sacrificing. Paul and Jesus says: “I will show
you & moro simple way—a way in which, if yon
follow, you will do all theso things, and moro,
without ever thinking about them.” [f Paul,
vested as ho was with such wonderful powers,
could write: * With all these things and withou
love, I am nothing,” how can we expect to be
profited by such insignmificent powers which we
possess if we have neglected lovel The answer is:
We can not.

The Disciples of Christ are deploring the divided
coudition of the church and are pleading carnestly
for a return to the Apostolic faith and practice.
The theory is undoubtedly correct and scriptural.
But how about our practice? Here, I think, is one
of our weakest pointa. We are willing to sacrifice
our lives and spend our money to break dewn
denominational walls—to disorganize some religious
sect while we are neglecting among ouselves the
very principle by which these things are to be
accomplished. We want to see denominational
quarrels cease, and yot we are often engaged in
quarrels among ourselves. We want {0 sco all the
churches united into one body, while we oftimes
refuse to unite with one another,

The most powerful sermons are not thoso which
are delivered from the pulpit, but those of the life
of profeseing Christians. Every day Christian
living will do more to correct tho world than the
Sunday sermions. We press upon tho world the
claims of tho Prince of Poace and forget that Jesus
said: ** Huve peace among yourselves,” or that
Paul wrote: * Endeavoring to keep the unity of
tho spirit in the bond of peace.” Aud again: “Be
at peace among yourselves.” .

If wo expect to jmpress the Christian world
with peace, we must bo at peaco among ourselves.
If we would unite tho broken fragments of the
churoh of God, wo who plead for that unity must
not be fragmentary,

Yot it was so established that it can be'

Even among ministors there is wuch onvy,
jealouey, pride and such like. When these tlings
oxiat amoug those who ought to be leaders, shall
wo expect to find a better atato of things among
the peuplel  Wheu a puuple who plead fur Chrigtiau
unity will not practice Christian unity, that pouplo
neod not be surprised if they find that uther people
will nut hear them. o

If wo wounld try to oultivate love, we would have
no timo to hate. If we have love, we will not
envy our brother. Wo will bv kind, gonorops:
courtoous and unselfish toward one nnot.xer, nnd it
will be impossible for us to think evxl one of
another.

Christianity is not a theory, it is a lifo; and that
lifo is porfect in the one great thmg——love. lt. is
vory imperfect without it. ** Above all theae
things put on love, which is the bond of perfect-
ness.” Love is the law by which all other lnws‘ are
fultilled. * Love is tho fulfiling of tho Jaw.” If
wo wonld be God -like, we must be loving. For
¢ (God is love

How sweot, how heavenly is tho sight,
Whon those who love the Lord d,

In one anothor’s peaco dolight,
And so fulfil the word,

Love is the golden chain that binds
The happy soula above;
And he’s an heir of heaven that finds
His bosom glow with love.
W. N, A,

JAPANESE JOTTINGS.

WISE AND OTHERWISE.

Last year the increase of membership in all the
Protestant churches was 1, 199. In ]889 it wu
5,667, in '88 it was 5,786. The total on Jnnuary
1st was 32,380. Statistics being imperfect, 35 600
is more uccurate, Contributions, have nat fslan
off but show an increase total of $69,324.

While we werc sitting in the léper hospital
a few ovenings ago waiting for the lepors to coive
in, the Japanese preacher began to tell me that
it was said that the churches ia Tokyo are asleep.
I asked him what reasons wero sesiyned and'he
replied:

(1) Government affairs take up attention.
(Japan's firat Natiunal Assembly metin Nuvember,
adjourned in March. The capitol was .burnéd
down, the fire being caused, it is said, by the
electric light apparatus).

(2) Business has been dull for two or thrée years.
(It has been difficult for many to keep alive.
Many have parted with family keep-sakes for bread;
others, already half starved, have died of mild
disoases).

(3) There are preachers of too slender education,

(4) Tho influence of the Unitariaps and Univer.
salists. The preachers havo lost nerve; some have
doubts.

(6) The believers, many of them, do not live
Christianity, so that outsiders say they are no bet-
ter than Buddhists. (This shows that they expect
Christians to be better).

To the ahove rcasons must be added the wave of
anti-foreign feeling which is sweeeing over Japun.
Christianity, as a foreign rellgxon, is under 're-
preach. The patronsge of Christian achools ‘liss
fallen off, and patriotism and anti:Christian- ate
regarded as synonyms by the multitude, Sombé
Japanese who lead in this movement have been tb
America; but concluding that Japan can never
compete with a country having such oities, with
Japan to slink back into her.formerlexclusivénew

A few words of counsel from the. Bwpegor wgre
written (some say. by the Eaperor), and with, joy
and roverence were hung upon the wglla Iq,ﬂxo
uppor aight schoal,, near here, out. of fqrty eachers
thrao.sre Ohristians.  They regarded, the bowing



