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Pagtor snd People.
B ‘il»'h-o‘!i;v.:ﬁ'. F. Vétavenson. Rathzar.
A recent munber ot the London (kng.,)

Cloistian Globe genfained & oiplesl por-
troaat of Mr, Steveusov, and a w.li-arntton

akatoh of his life, fiom wbich vwe tshe the

following, whieh will doabtle s ba 1aterest.
iug ta mauy of our renders:
§Ia {8 the son of sn nunow
& couatry town in Ulster, whixe Ine early
yenrs woro tpout,  When his rohool days
wore ended, a8 o gave promise of a fair
& holarship, he was cnconraged to puisne
s wtadies, and at the time when youths of
hi sge were gaing io business, we find hiun
maduating in Glasgow Univeraity, When
hs had fisished his curricaluw in Seot-
land, hie did not enter immediately upon
rweint torial work, but determined ta devote
.t Joast another yeur to riudy and Yreluar-
Stion. o wond tu Gerany aund speni
somw time ut the universities, locked at all
he kuow undox othex lights than those with
which he had been loug famuiiay, and had
opinions and convictions thoroughly tested,
slrengihered, and onlarged. Upon roeolv.
iy, atlength, to commenoe pastoral wprk,
his fivst srep, althongh one of tho wisost
that could bave been taken, did not mark
him oat in the judgment of somo as aotuat
ed by any vory bigh awmbition. Having
been liccused, Lo offerod himself to beoome
the agent of what is kuown as the Town
Mission, in Belfast, His work wasto g0
among the poor, nud the very lowest of this
class, In the yprorence of poverty, and
often of what wes far woras than poverty,
the young student had gifts, echolarship,
and attainments fairly put to tho test, and
ho was not the first who has found that
they were only valuable, as they helped
him to tell yet 1more pluinly the guod news
of the Kingdom of God. Wmle thus en.
gaged, ho recoived an invitation to fll, for
ono winter season, the post of the Rev. Dr,
Graham, the well-known missionary to the
Jaws in the Rhenish Provinces, and he was
rooceeding sucocssfuly with his work, when
Eiu attention was urgently directsd to Rath-
gar by tho Rov. Dr. Hall, who was at that
vime in Dublin, but has siuce remeved to
New York., The hundreds who have plea-
sant memories of Dr. Hall in this country
will romembor how, at times, he could
seem almost authoritatively to say, Such is
your field for labour, and on no one does
1t make louder call tuan upon you. And
60, althougl Ruthgar lad little to recom-
mend it beyond the hard work that was to
be done in it, our friend wont thither, and
was publicly ovdaived & minister of the
Presbylerian Church in Ireland. The
ohureh at this timo was at & very low ebb
80 far as memborship was concerned. There
were really not twenly members—geven.
ieen, we think, was thz exnct number, and
they met in & little room, the ceiling of
which was so low that a man of ordinary
height could almost reach it with his hand,
and the width of which was little more than
ite height. Here thie work was begun; but
ere long, Rathgar Presbyterian Church—
thoungh not so large as the one now known
by that name—was erected, and opened for
Divine servico by the late Dr. Norman
Macleod, in 1862. Since that time *the
little one has becoms a strong one.” In.
stead of the seventeen members, and the
nondesoript little room to which we have
sbove referred, there came the present
building, which has once, about three years
8go, undergone enlsrgement‘to provide ac.
commodation for an increasing congrega.
tion. Wo uudorstand that the good people
of Rathgar can bardly yet oonsider them-
selves to have done with the buildere, be-
oause more room must be found for thoge
who are desirons of regularly attending Mr,
Stevenson’s ministry. When weo look, ag
ws have the means of doing, atthe amount
of money contributed by his congregation
during the Jast sixteen yoars towards mis-
sionary and other operations, wo are not
surprised to learn thut tho chureh at Rath-
gar holds a high plase in the esteom of
Presbyterians generally. When it is borne
in mind that during the period referred to
the church has contributed £28,000, and
that ifs volunirary offorings now amount
to £2,000 a year, wo can readily under-
stand that the church ranks second to none
in generous activity, and in true missionary
zoal.

God’s Arrows.

There was a deacon of Dr. Wardlaw's
churoh who kept & respectable epirit-shop in
Glasgow, Scotland—a wholesale dealer, I
think, and & good man. At the prayer.
moeting one evening, in order to distin.
guish him from another of the same name,
Dr. Wardlaw eaid, ** Brother Ferguson,
the spirit-dealor, will lead our prayors.”
TLe good dootor had no intention of shoot-
ingan arrow into the heart and vonseience
of his friend by making snoh a distivetion;
but he did it. Praying and spirit-desling
thus copjoined seemed so uiterly anoma-
lous as to make tho gentloman very un-
easy in soul. Shortly after, his youugest
son, who was & thoughtfal boy, was play-
ing about the shop door, where sn empty
casi had been rolled out for removal. He
went up o the barrel, gave it a kick, and
said: *“I wonder how many souls you
have sent to hell I Hi, fathor heard ‘the
starlling words. They formed another
fiery arrow, and thoe last that was needed
to conviuce him of the evil nature of his
business, and to bring him to a right deci.
aston xegarding it. He speedily abandoned
the spirit trade ; booame an abstainer and
& minister; originated a now church a fow
miles from Glasgow ; and has rocently re-
tired from & thirly years' successfal minis-
try in one of the Evangelical Union
churches of Aberdeen. The boy, who, nn.
der God, helped to bring about such &
charge, at the age of twonty-ono was or-
dained pasior of an Evangelical Union
chureh in Glasgow, where he has labonred

for thirty years as one of the most popular
and suceessful ministers in that city,

A LITTLE cRILD was dying, and called
her mother to her bedslde. She had a
crors and nmym‘)uthstic arent. ¢ Mo.
ther,” said the child, **is there room for
ne in heaven? You always said X was in
$he way hers. Will I be in the wsy there 2"

Anxd the poor mother wert bitter tears a8 | frem

she said, * Yes there will bo room there.”

t

t alone that the Great Teachor intiodueod
merehant du | 40 his woll- known dirconcse such an ¢y

Saylug snd Dolug.

Luks, the Fovangelist, was s physioian,
Anid doctors pet in & habit of plain-cpenk-
ing, Taey sre wisd to quunions eom-
plaints, aud koow huw ‘o mavage incoun-
sistent imputivnoe with fivsanese, Ho peo-
ple learn to boar mors from such sources
than frowm say ofher. .

It seems to have arcosted Luke's ming

postulation tethis:  “Aud why call yom -,
Lurd, Lord, and do net e things whiah I
pay 2" So he records It in big gorpel us
in the psauliar sad foroibls demuna, for a
union of logis aud lfe had impresged it
upon his memeory.

psomhip in ng implier work for God.
Every Christian s lo.joatly bound to be
sbout his Father's business, or else sur-
rendor bis hove, This is tho way in whioh
that alternative cowes out to viow. If he
is a Ohristaw, then ho i5asong ifheisp
son, God saya to lum, * Bon, go worle;" if
ho disobeys that order, he forfeits tho re.
Intionship. * Ho that raith, I know him,
and keepoth not his commanCments, is
liar,and the truth is not in Lim.”

Daty, therefore, is commensurate with
privilege. Every man i simply put forth
on his pioty. His Christian oharaoter is at
stako, if ko just talks and dees nothing, It
io an sltogether faleo ideal of religious life,
whioh oentrea itaclf in sweot exporionoes of
tranquil satisfaotion in times of activity,
and ocoupies ite highest moments in road-
ing its own * title cloar.”

God somelimes loaves us to senrch by
oureslves, and find out what is our preoise
work to accomplish, In the gamblo, the
father who owned the vineyard seemed o
permit the largest liborty of choieo of oc-
cupation. Ho did not bid his son dig the
ground, nor trim the vines, nor plnck the
clusters. Ho ouly snid, ** Go, work,” Sure.
ly, tho ihing for such a son t5 do would be
to start for the fiold, and tako instantly
hold somswhere or anywhere.

More real effeotivencss as nervants of God
is loat in merely frittering away important
moments, professedly in quest of work,
than in any other manzer, Peoplo are apt
to think they have roached a very edifying
and consoientious riate of ming, when they
togin fo ask whereabouts is this vineyard
of tho Lord of which they have in one way
or snothor heard so much. “ He that
waits to do a great deal at onco,” said Dr.
Johnson, * will never do anything.” Only
one condition and limit is presoribed : lot
the work bo done in the vineyard, netin
simply getting in.

The rewarad of fidelity is oftentimes found
in the work itself, The fruits of the vine.
yard are free for present refreshment. The
possession of the vineyard is eventually
giver in the inheritance. And over and
above these, there is a growth of sinewy
sirength, o health in the system, s flush of
contennt in the heart, that comes to evory
toiler as he labors on,

Bome Christiang may not have happened
to meet the Eastern fable of a father, who
surprised his ohildren by leaving them
nothing in his Iast will and testament but
& garden, But he acoompained the bequest

th the injunetion that they should dig it
well, for a treasure would be cortainly found
in it, They ploughed up every foot of the
hard soil ; they broke every rook in picces;
they uplurned the desp mould from under.
neatli. But they found no jar of gold, no
coffer of coin,” Oaly by-and-by, these
thinge they did discover: the lubor gave
them appelite, the carly rising brought
them vigor, the industry famed them
throngh the land, and the sub.soil they put
into new service filled their garnerstwith
extraordinary yield. In theend, they wers
rich with their garden, though it concealed
no mysterious treasure,

And we may turn the figure at our will,
Earihly care is a heavenly dicoipline. And
earthly sacessen make part of heavenly re-
wards, “ And I heard a voioe from heav-
en saying unto me, Write, Blessed are thes
dead which die in the Lord from hence-
forth ; Yes, saith tho Spirit, that they may
rast from their labors ; and their works do
follow them."—Dr. Taylor in Christian
Weekly.

‘We all have Faults.

gouvd deal up and down in
the world, and I never did see either a per.
feot borse or a perfeot man, and I never
shall until two Sundays come together.
The old saying is, * Lifeless, faultloss.”
Of dead men we should eay mothing but
good, but as for the living, they are all tar-

I havo been g

red more or less with the black brush, and
half an eye can see it, Every head has a
soft place in it, and every heart has its
black drop. Every rose has its prickles,
and every day its night. Even the sun
showa spots, and the skies are darkened
with olouds, Nobody is g0 wise but he has
folly enough to stock a stall at Vanity
Fawr. WhereI could not see the fool's
oap, I have novertheless, beard the bells
jingle. Ag there is no sumshine without
some shadow, so is all human good mixed
up with more or loss avil ; even poor law-
guardiana have their little failings, and par-
ish beadles are not wholly of heavenly na-
ture. The best wine has its less. All
men's faults are not written on their fore-
heads, and it’s quite s well they are not,
hats would neod wide brims yet agsuro ay
6ggs aro eggs, faults of some sort nestle in
every man's bosom. There's no telling
when a man’s sins may show thomselves,
for hares pop out of a ditoh Jjust when you
are not looking for them, A horee thai is
weak in the legs mey not stumble for a
mile or two, butit's in hiw, and the rider
had better hold him up well. Tho tabby-
cat is not lapping mulk just now, but leave
the dairy door ogen, and we will gee if sho
in not a8 bad a thief as the kitten. There's
fire in the flint cool ag it looks ; but wait
till the steel gats a knook at it, and you
will sse. Everybody can read that riddle,
but it is not everybody that will remembor
to keep his gunpowder out of the way of
the oandle.

I is foolish to expeot
things from the following persos: A pro.
sent from a poor man—service from a axy
WAR-~ST0e0r m AR euamy--oounsel

the five following

oa snvions man—and tras love from
» prade,

18%0r the 2o esbyterion.g

‘Work. Ohristisn.

Q Christian work, while Iaate thy dery,
Seo it {5 waning fun, away,

A fow rhiort hours, and at 18 gone;
Tren shines on caxth no mora thy sun,

Shuhe off duil sloth, nor 1dle wiit,
The horvest, Jul fa very great

D bo Belds ure vLite on avery hand,
Aud reuping thues al} haste dewand

Thio Master speahs—He urges on,

Td wayu G ocoupy, 1ay soR" "~

The Goap ) praach—~for laborers pray,
Forl hall coue somo ather day.

But Teant prea.h, « boky the say;
I not, O surely thou censt pray ;

For pruyer ia the Olrietian s broath—
He prays (n tife,~he prays in death

And thou canet give if aught thou bast,
The widow onoce Ler mite did caxt

into the treasary of God,

And to her prass this went abroad.

Work thon, and last thou weary be
Constder Him who wrovght for thee,
What paing, whut sorrows he endured :
That lifo for theo might be ensured.
—W Rosg

Preach Your Best Sermon.

Rev. Dr, ~— had prepared himself
vory oarofully for a Babbath evening ror.
vice. Thoe day was stormy, and he oxpeot.
¢d very fow porsons would be presont, and
was {erapled to use an old sermon, and
save his lasl and bost for n fine day and a
fall hours. But ho remembered the ad-
vico of the venorable Dr. DaWitt, ¢ Naver
obavge yonr suljoct; let the wuather
ohange, but alwayas adhere (o your prepar-
ation!" To a very fow people he preach-
ed. At the cloge of tho eervices & stranger
came forward, exhibiting traces of emo-
tion, thanked him heartily for the germon,
and acked tho privilege of walkivg home
with him,

The talk was suggested by the sermon.
Reaching his house, the stranger was invit-
od in. He regarded the sormon as per-
sonal, believed that his religion should be
praotical, stated that the Lord hal blessed
him *in his basket store” beyond his
highest expaectations, and ssked the dostor
to nid him, by his advice, in bestowing his
riches wisely, The doctor answored that
he kuew of an orphan sooiety that was
noedy, but it would require a large sum %o
give it real relief—at least $10,000. The
stranger gaid nothing; but, taking some
checks from his memorandum book, filled
up one for $10,000 and handed it over. Ho
then asked him to name othor charities
that were really decerving, As names
were given, checks wore drawn, in sums of
from $1,000 to $10,000, until he took his
depariure, leaving in the hands of the
astonished preacher checks to the amonnt
of $65,000.

Thinking over the matter, the conoelugion
was reached that either the man was in.
sane and the checks wortbless, or that,
under the influence of deep feeling and
sudden impalse, he had in haste done
what he would repont at leisure, He was
coufirmed in his improssions by the
stranger presentivg himaelf early next
morning, sud supposed he would ask the
return of his ohecks. But no; it was to
ask if there was not some other objeot
that, on reflection, the doctor could recom.
mend as deeerving & helping hand, He
politely anawered that he reslly thought
the matter should, for the present, end
where it wus ; that his gifts were alroady
munificent, The stranger answered, ¢ It
is the Liord's," and insisted. The doctor
then said that the Foreign Migsionary So.
cioty of their own church was in s strajt—
necessities great, contributions amall, a
debt impending, and missionaries about to
be recalled. “ What amount would give
rolisf " Ho Lesitated, bui answered
traly, * Fifty thousand dollars.” A check
for that amount was filled up. The man
wag iu his right mind. The checks wers
good, and duly paid. Ever since, Dr, —
hasg concerned himself about bis prepar-
ations, and is nut troubled abont the wea-
thor; adheres to his preparstion, and
leaves tho rost to God. That man, or a
duplicats of Lim, would be wolcome in
many & church to.day.—United Presby.
terian.

The Power of the Gospel.

In the Trinity College was & Romish
sindent named Thomsas Bilney. Like
Luther, he oarried a burdened mind in s
body eaciated by ponaunces whick afford-
od bim no relief. ~ Hearing his friends talk-
ing about Erasmus’ Tostament, he folt a
strong desixo to possess it. But it was a
prohibited book, and whon he saw it at first
he dare not touch it. It lay before his
6ycs a3 yot & ludden power—s fountain
svaled, whoso liing water he needed to
quench tho thurst of his soul that wag con-
suming his body. Hoping he might find
something in it to ense bis heavily burdoned
mind, ho mustored courage o purchase it
secretly, and {1 en hastening to his room,
shut Limeelfl in. With a trembling hand
he oponed it and resd, with aslonishment,
* This is a faithful saying, and wortbhy of
all accoptation, that Olrist Jesus came in-
to the world to rave sinners, of whom I
am ohiof.*  “What ! Paul tho ohiof of smn-
ners, and yob Paul sure of being saved |* He
read it again and again, and broke out n
ecstaoy o joy, “ At last I have heard of
Juoug!  Josus Chmst, yos, Jesus Christ
saves " And falling on his knees, ho
prayod. “O0Thou who at. the truth, give
me strength that I may teach it and con-
vert the ungodly by means of one who hag
beon ungodly himself.” Calling in his
colloge friends, and opening the Testa-
ment, he pleced his fingers on the words
that reachod his own soul, ang they were a
power to reach their souls also.

He that loses his oconscienco has noth-
ing left that is worth keeping, Therefors,
be sure you look at that. And in the next
place look at your health ; and if you have
it praiss God, and value it next fo a good
conssisnce : for henlth is the seoond bles-
sing that we mortals are eapable of, a bles-
sing that money eannot buy, therefors
value it, and be thankfal for it.

Paying the Proacher.

Keturning from the olty about & week
220, 1 was compelled to leten in the rail
way-0ars, to a vory bitter tivado ugainst the
rupposed exorbitant salariea of oity rajnin.
ters. It was, howaver, a mere tirade, with-
out any satterpt al reasonsble argument,
nnless & oonstaut lteration of 1 domparison
batween the poverty of the spostler and the
luxury of medern proachors rary be taken
28 a dedlnito inoh of solid gronnd for renson
to stund upon.

Now I have slways noticed, that this
boverly of the disoiples and spostles is the
storeotyped stateraent upon whiok all the
disaffavted stand, * Why do not the cley-
8y 8o back to the simplieily and poverty of
the firat Christinn ministers 9'

It coeran to me that this inquiry is just
a8 good for the Christian laity a8 for the
Christian clorgy. 'Why do not thoy also
g0 back to that cstiniable priritive con.
dition when rich and peor in the bonschold
of faith, “had all thipgs in common 9"
When opulent lay Ohrirtians are willing to
soll their passessions, and all they have, for
th commonwealth of tho chareh, then
Lainisters will uleo bo willing, liko 8t, Paul,
to support thomsolves by the *.bor of their
hands. It wonld be ecasy to prove that
many now do g0, but I am only taking the
urgument in its most obvious sunge,

But if in the exigencies and progress of
eactoty, this posilive equality of goods ig
quite inpussible, then it is tho grace and
wiedom of the yospel that it adapt itself to
varying eocinl oircumstances, The BPOs.
tles wero not axproted to raix with and in-
flueneo o wealthy and refned sooioty.
They did not have to prepare themselves
for suok u posttion Ly a long and oxponsive
cowee of study, They wore not oalled
upou to exoroise a graceful and generous
hospitality ; or to take tho lead in all ohari-
table objects both in purse, time, and of-
tort; ncither wore they expooted to marry
wemen of such refinowent sud education
as were fit sagosiates rud co-laboroxs with
the wenlthy and inteliigent ; capablo of
bringing up and educating a family in tho
entue social standing,

DButjust as long as these things are ex.
poeted of olergymen, and as long as clergy-
en are human, they must be regardful of
incomee. They oannout sapport flesh and
blood on epiritual dutics. They cannot ro-
pmar worn clothing, and pay rent and gro.
care’ bills, by miraclos, Thore has beon no
epecial croation of solf-supporting wives and
cbildren for their relief. The ministorial
oflive in & large and woalty oity is certain.
ly u mission, but it is also « liberal pro-
fession; it demauds, like other liberal Pro-
fosslors, gonerous recognition, and liberal
rewards for prominent merit.

If apostolic poverty was the rulo, two
things would surely ~follow. Firat, igno.
rance and fanatioism would take possession
of our pulpite. We cannot be sure, by any
meane, when 2 man is enthusiastio and
wants no money for preaching, but that
solf-inflation, and not ovangelism, is the
raling motive,

Weshould have orude pergonal preju-
dices and opinions, in place of the reason-
able settled views of loarned echolars, and
ripe, thoughtful Obristians: for the years
our ministers spend in college studying the
thoughts and systems of groat sonls passed
beyond the skies is our gain; and we could
ill afford to exobange it for the personal
osinions of an unlettered clergy, In our
educated ministry is funded all the exce).
lent knowledge, and the gathered wisdom
of nineteen centurles of Christianity ; onght
wo not to be willing to pay the men who
dispense it to us ?

Then again it is not in human nature to
epend its strength for naught. A clergy
nol paid in money, will pay itself, sooner
orlater in power. Look at the orders of
Catholio priesthood ; the more poverty they
profess, the more intolorant and spiritually
dictatorial they are. To many mon, power
is & more vxcellont thing than mouey ; and
the barefooted friar, holding the keys of
heaven and hell, remitting and rotaining
sins, blessing and cursing as he sees fit,
would not change plages with the comfort-.
able preachor who only * ministers to * hig
flook, and does not rule thom.

All soo » perfect propriety and obliga-
tion in supporting well theo groat offices
relating to sooial and educational eoconomy.
Yot hore is an offico and a power beyond
all othera in inducnce and authority : a
power possossed by ihousands, and exer.
cised from weck to week upon the most
numerous, the most orderly, industriouns,
reflecting, and moral part of the community.
For hearing sormons is to millions, what
reading is to thousands—their chief source
of informnaticn on topics not connected with
their daily work and daily broad.

Consider, then, tho importance of an edu.
catod, roasonsable, thoughtful ministry—
and then eonmder, that education, thought,
roason, are tho results of long, eareful, and
oxpensive training, Any one cav now lift
the throads of such n condition and seo thit
simple honesty alono dewsnds adequats
remuncration for a carctully preparad min.
istry.—Mrs. A. E. Barr, in Christian
Weekly.

“1n my Vineyard.”

** Son, go work to.day in oy vineyard.”
A figare of wonderful appositeness and
beauty, and one of frequont occurrence in
the Seriptures. The royal Psalmist uses
it in much the gatae ecnnsction when speak.
ing of Yerenl. Holomon nses it when coun.
gciling asto one’'s own heart. Here it seorns
to mean tho world at largs asa field of labor.
God's vineyard is any place where there is
roligious work to be found and to be done
for God.

Thore are syme vory exquisite analogies
suggestod by this figure, Vast amount of
labor is one of them. Tor a vineyard in
tho Bast always presumes the most exten.
sive and careful cultivation. In the days
when this parable was earliest em{ployed
there was a regular profession of vine.
dressing. A class of men grow up whoss
skillfal office it was to manage these valu-
able and delioate enclosures. Weeds and
brambles may grow slone. Bul those
whose h:}pu ave seb un olusters of grapes
must perforoe toil for them.

In this is diseovered an analogy oo com-
monplace as often to bs overl vked or for.
golten. Good Bishop Leightun never said

& troer thing than when he witerad the

1
1

'

oponing sentence of his wonderful come.
tmentary upen the epistles of Bimon Pelor,
* The graco of God in the beart of wman ix
& slrange plant in an unkindly soil” i
rcquires diligenoe ta do even a little work
in this world; it requires vast snd oon-
tnoous labor to Lring our whole fallen
xéaog home from ita wild rebelion uato
rod.

‘aricty in labar i avother anslogy sag-
gented In this fignre,  Tu a thyifty vineyard
there is room for all kindx of ingennity and
all swount ofstrength. In vins enuntries
the world over, employrient iu furnished
speaifieally for the entiro membora of g
houwoliold at onee. Thé old men and the
children, youny men and matdeys, sil find
thoir appropriate placer. So throngh the
yoar. ‘there must he sicewy industry in
tho tilling of the soil. Thero must be deli.
cato skill in the training of the tond-ils A
oalm ovorsight must bo kept. Thera will
have o bo elmost inflaite patienco in watoh.
ing the foxes—thoso *littlo foxes, wlich
gpoil the vines.” "Phevo must bo swift and
Jjoyous expedition in tholgathoring in of the
ripo olustore, '

Ho who seriously sasorls lie has no apti-
tude for any rort of work in a vineyard
mugt be n lagrard indeed. And he who,
in a tronbled, busy world hke this, is out
of employment for Chrlgt has not yot learn.
ed hig own heart; ho surely has not so
much as bogun to entor into bis Mastor's
spixit,

Unwavering faith in labor is also sug-
gested by this figure. Indeed, here ig
found the ol sost and finest analogy of all.
For evory aucooss in a vinoyard, as fruly
a8 overy succoess in & ohureh, rests impli.
citly upon thoe covenant of God, or it is
hopelees from the begining. Every scod
in tho ground, hike overy frath in the hu.
man heart, devends for itg gormination
sud froitfalnees upon the divine fidelity to
&u oxpresred promise, As long ago as the
deluge God himself eaid, * While the earth
romaineth, soedtime and harvest, and cold
and heat, and sammoer and Winter, and day
and night shall not cease.” And every hus.
bandman who lias dropped a kernel of grain
in tho warm earth since has solemnly in.
voked the faithfulnsss of an unchangeable
God. Inspiration itsolf, after describiug
this natural process of bringing forth man's
food from the soil, turns the figure, * So
ehall my word be ; it shall not return unto
me void."

Hence every honest effort to do good
casts iteelf with all hopefalness upon & cov-
enant of grace divine and unfailing, It is
the faith in it—not the genius in it—whioh
givea it all its flual vintage of clusters.—
Dr, Taylor in Ohristian Weekly.

Handow Beadingy,

Taosk who have life ars conscious of the
ebbs aud flows of life.

Not a moment, if youn and I waloh mo-
ments, but we come short of God's glory,

WA assurance oan I have that Jesus
died for me if I am not living truly unte
him 2—Dr. Cuyler,

AN envious man repines as muoh
mauner in whioch his
he maintaired them.

THERe is this difference between hatred
and pity : pity is a thing often avowed, but
seldom felt ; hatred is a thing often felt, by,
seldom avowed. ‘

Tax mind of childhood is the tendereat,
holiest thing of earth, Let parents stand
28 watchers at the temple, lest any unolean
tning should enter,

In Providence, as in the Soriptures, we
must accept rexdily whatever is plain. ; and
whatever things are uid from ue we must
pass them over, and in faith and patience
wait for light—if need be, for tho light of
eternity.

God's plans, liko lilies pure and white, unfold ;
Wae must not tear the cfose.shut loaves apart;
Time will reveal the calyxes of gold.

And i, through pationt toll, we reach tho land,
Where weary foet, with sandals loosed, may rest,
‘Where wo shall know and cloarly understand,
Then we shall suroly say “God knows best."

It was by * house to house” visitation
that the apostles of Christ suceeeded in
gainipg their first violories, and if we have
tho Spirit of Christ with us, we aball not be
satisfied with running our Sabbath.schools
or setling up our pulpits, but we shall seek
out the poor ones in their homes and spoak
to their bearts of the blessed Saviour we
have found.

ONE has gaid, with some propriety. “God
can uso any sort of man—oanly let the man
give himsolf as he is to God. ~ This is what
Elijah did ; atterly surrendered his nature
to God.” No matter what the peculiarit
of temperament, that paouliarity, if eaneti-
fied by graco, may be mightily and affes.
tively omaployed in the divine service, The
point is, and it ia tho ossential point, that
thero be an utter currender to God. Caly
1ot tho individual e passive in the hand of
God, aud he will show forth hig glory in
omploying him in tho great harvest fie)d.

Ir we have any work to do tho true po-
Jioy is to go on and doit. The longer we
hesitate, permitting ourselves 10 grow
lethargic and dreary ovar its unnecessas

oonsideration, the more sure we aro to fail,
Theroe are dozens of men who fail jn the
labor given them to do because they dawdle
over its begiuning and slothinlly follow up
its details. The Bible rulo, whioh instructs
us to do what we have to do * with onr
might,” is one of large application, and if
it were followed mors universally thare
would bo fower divappointments amon
men and fewer dieastors to the oause of
truth.

CarmOLIC priests ere by no means so
epiritual that they do not take interest in
politios and tho resnlts of elootions. Some
of them, if not all, instraot their people
how to vote,and not only instract, but in
somne instances, it is said threaten them
with eoolesinstical fenslties if they do not
vote in certain directions. The trouble
about it is, that they all deairs deapotism,
and the triamph of principles and measures
which are opposed to our higher national
intelligence. Neatly all theas people are
foreiguers, enjoying the bleasings of a land
whioh offers eitiunl!:&to sach as wish its
benefiosnce ; but soming hére, it is with a
apirit of hostility to the

at the
neighbors live, as if

very dootrines and
whish have mdo‘xolr ooraing de-
and possihle.




