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far worse condition of commencing to
behe\ e in one's own universality of know-
ledgo and infallibility of judgment is not
diffcult of accomplishment. The multi-
piicity of cheap magazines and thestrong
public demand for them is evidence of
this. Let my reader pick up any ten-cent
periodical and casually glance over its
contents, and he will find a wonderful
range of subjects dealt with in an ele
mentary and (occasiopally) lucid manner.
Tire vast majority of those who peruse
that magazine will probably in a short
time commence to launch their ill-assi-
miiated scraps of knowledge upon 2u in-
nocent and unsuspecting audience, and
gruduaily persuade not only themselves
baot their unfortunate listeners that they
have a thorough grasp of the subject

which théy have been discussing. I have

heard impressive disquisitions and crit-
icisms upon theasophy from persons who
in fact and in deed. have never procecded
further than the acyuiring of a few stock
phrases and a totally erronecus conception
of e rationxlc of the cult!

1t is foo often forgotten that the bruin
power of the averrge man or woman is
limited, and the resuit of reading, or at-
tempting to read, ali and sundry of the
books, newsprpess and periodicals which
are offered to the public cannot bt
resull in confusion of thought, misap-
prehension of information and  inade-
qurey of conception. We cannot xll be
Maczulaws or Gladstones, and it Las been
sericusly suggested of the greag English
statesman that his lifes wark wonld

have been grander and more enduring
had he but restmined his desire to probe
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into so many variea studies. But per-
haps more serious wmmng can be taken
from a contemplation of the fate of Lord
Brougham. He wasa man of great in-
tellect, an orator of the first class) a states
man, author, scientist, and Lord Chan-
cellor of England. Yet in spite of all
this his nume will never be associated
with any gieat political measure, he
never made any great scientific discovery,
he was not a great lawyer, and his writ-
ings are never read now. The reason of
this lies simply in the {act that instead of
concentrating his abilities upon any one
study, he dissipated his energies upon
innumerable subjects and achieved per-
manent renown in nothing.

By all means do as muchk reading and
studying as you like, but let there be
some method in it. Do anot let yourread-
ing be scattered, desuitory, or aimless
The man of to-day, io order to come to
the front, must be 2 specialist, and iil-
direcied readincg will never enable any-
one to become specially distinguished in
anything. A mere veneer of superficial
learning is a very despicabl possession.
We must remember, as Cowper says, that

“Rnowledge is proud that he baslearn-

ed so much:

Wisdom is humble that he knows no
more.”

So mach fer the evils of desnltory read-
ing, but I cannot bring this article to a
termination beter than quoting s passage
from “Paradise Lost™, which may scrve
28 2 guide to our limitations so far as
reading capacity is concerned:-

“Kunowicdge is as food, and necls o

less



