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pushing the matter still exists. 1 sincerely hope the mecting will not
dissoive without first passing a strony resotution in favor of the measure,
and thus encourage and strengthen the hands of the committee who have
this wrok in hand. -

And now 1 desire to touch upon my third point, which I regard as
of the highest importance. [ refer here to the Dominion of Canada
Medical Act, which was assented to in the Federal House in 1902, W
are under a deep debt of gratitude to the members of the special con:
mittee, and especially to Dr. T. G. Roddick, for his untiring efforts to
get this measure placed upon the statutes of the country, and it is with
great regret that I notice so much misapprehension as to the scope and
powers of this Bill still exists in certain quarters. It has been thought
that it would encroach upon the rights and privileges of the different
Provincial Medical Boards and interfere with their autonomy, and |
gladly hail this opportunity to say a few words which may help to re-
move this misapprchension. It was, and is, nol in any way intended
to interfere with existing provincial rights or intrench upon the prero-
gatives of Provincial Medical Boards. As an instance, in my own native
Province, Quebee, our French-speaking brethren will have the right of
examination in their own language.

Provincial registration and Provincial Boards will still continue to
exist, and cach Province will be at liberty to fix whatever standard it
pleases for its own practitioners.  They can, where they wish, continue
as examining boards with power to grant provincial licenses, as they de
now, and in any casc in their hands will be left all matters relating 10
taxation and professional discipline.

The Bill is a purely permissive one, and, though it has been placed
upon the statutes of the country, it will be necessary, before it can be-
come operative, to have the consent and co-operation of all the Proyin.
cial Medical Boards. Each Provincial Board will have to seek a slight
amendment to its present Medical Act.  This is all that is now required
to make this more desirab’e measure effective, and 1 sincerely trust that
this consent and co-operation will not be long wanting, for the aims and
scope of this Act are such as should commend themselves to every mem-
ber of the profession. Briefly, 1 would say that the main purposc of
this Bill is to establish a Central Medical Council of Canada, with power
to examine candidates and grant licenses, the possession of which shall
ensurc to the holders thereof such a medical status as will enable them
to practise not only in all parts of the Dominion, hut in the United
Kingdom as well, or, indeed, in any portion of ‘His Majesty’s Empur:.
in short, to do away with those mortifying disabilities under which a
medicinal man trained in Canada now labors, and put him upon a foot.
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