_ tions of a return of his complaint.

under treatinent, and again he was cured, and dis- '

54

FHE DOMINTON MEDICAL JOURNAL.

pagats disense. On examination, I could discover
no disease.

mind at ~ase, I prescribad sume medicine, which,
in th: course of a fortnight, removed all vestiges of
asorder, to ais complete satisfaction. He left me,

with the purpose of marrying. But in a fow weoks

he returned, to say that he had discovered indiea-
Though I could
perceive no such indications, I again placed him

. The same thing happened several times,

_and 2% length, under some provucation, I chided

him for lus folly and reasoned with him against
it, In asnswer to my arguments, he guoted
¢t Buchan,” whose * Domestic Medicine »” was then

%poglﬂ&r foxnilycompanion. This let out the secret.
o ke

¢t the book in a drawer in his bedroom, and ;

gtudied it every night ; and it never failed to re-

produce the disorder. I made him promiise cither .

. o burn it, or to lock it up and not open it for three

mouths.
of disease, and his marriage soon diverted the cur-
rent of his thoughts into other channels.*

The experience of Roussean is worth aquating in
this place.—*¢ Having read a little on physiology, 1
sot about studying anatomy ; and passing in review

the number and varied actions of the parts which ;

compose my frame, I expect twenty times a day to
feel them going wrong. Far from being astonished
st finding himself dying, my astonisiment wzs that
T could live at all. I did not read the description
‘of any disease which I could not imagine mysclf to
be affected with ; and I am suro that, if T had not

"been ill, I must have become so from this fautal

i

study. Finding in every complaint the symptoms
of my own, I believe I had got them all, and there-
by added another still more intolerable—the fancy
of curing myself.”

* A large proportion of thoso individuals who suffer
prolonged unsasiness in regard of [discases, real or
Imaginary, of the soxual orgaus, become impotent
in & greater or less degrec. The iwmpairment of
function is geldom permanent, under proper treat-
ment, but disappears with the restoration of health
and the withdrawal of atfention from those organs.
Tt iz put to good use by advertising charlatans, wlo
$ako advantage of the weakness and apprehension of
guch men to mnveigle them into their toils, And
here is often a step on the way to the mad-hounss.

I cannot dwell with tou much emphasis on the

" important practical distinction between the moral

pioney, their happinoss, and their reason.

treatment which inspires confidence and hope, and
tends to dispel the cloud of anxicty and apprehen-
sion, and that which confirms suspicion and excites
alsrm ;—between that which is prompted by pro-
fossional and honorable motives, and which has the
good of tha patient for its primary objet, and that
which is conirolled by the love of gain, and makes
body snd soul the sport of the vilest tricks of trade.
The system of empirical advertising may be regarded
a3 an imgenious device for robbing men of t!Fl:ir

e
‘newapaper, going in every house, carries a flood of
this onous litersture. The newspaper makes

-gtir femalss familiar with the idea of .1e prevention

*Itiea littte singular that Villermay, an old French writer, re-

fexs o the same bouk 8s oue of the canses of hypochoendria among
-Jils oounteym!

en—* 13 lecturs habitulle de Buchsn.”

A small quantity of niucus passed froni -
iha urethra, but nothing more. However, fo sct his -

From this moment there was no return '

l of pregnancy, demoralizing the married and corrapt-
ing the unmurried. The newspaper prompis the
idea of abertion, and indireetly eiacourages a
“eriininal praciice so wide-spread as to distarb the
“fonndations of society and te affect the nalional
s welfare.,  The newspaper furnishes the abortionist
with the means of inviting all the mothers in the
; land to mnrder their anborn offspring through his
"nefaricus wgency. The newspaper 18 a daily re-
winderto every villain whe plots the ruin of females,
how he can accomjdish his ciaboliel purpose with-
i out exposure.  The newspaper puts in e hands of
cevery boy and every girl) in aty and country, a
+ dailystran of impure, oliscene und corrupting Liter-
; atire, which they could find nowhere else. .
¢ Thereader will nosnunderstand me as pronosuncing
i a censure on the condustors of the press in this re-
Clation. 1 remember too well the example of the
Enight and the windmill, The laws of trade govern
the press end monld the code of wmorads for this, m
tconmnon with other departinents of industry. Lwill
do ile proprictors of newspapers the justice to de-
clare iy conviction that they well believe and know
| that the advertiscinents refervad o are undit for gen-
; eral yeading and thas they e morally  pernicious,
¢ 1 hetieve further that scarcely one newspaper on
, thisCozst would admit such advertisenents, if others
; dist not,
i The same defetce apniies to thuse respectable
s drugeists whe sative thely nmuees o be antounced
ay vondors aind endotsers of universal cures fer
D nervous weawness and impotence andfemale vbstruc-
[ tions, It i well understood that people of intelli-
gence will not belicws the statewents which are
¢ made, awd it only eredulons wad weak-minded
persuns, cowposing not wedh over uine-tenths of
the community, vill e misled wnd fleceed by such
publications,

1f writings published with the design of doing
good are cpable of g0 wuch ovil, as appears from
what 1 have previeusly said, how suuel more mis-
chief is ealundated Lo result from publications axt-
fnlly prepared for the very purpose of frightening
the reader into the belief that he is sick, and which
are daily thrust before his eyes, so that he cannot
avoid seeing thew if he would ! 1 have an carnest
conviction that the Hiorature of gueckery is nuch
mare pernicions than 15 cominenly supy.osed ;~-that
few porsons suspecet the deptl to which it stribies iis
oot into the corporcaly moval, and intellectual life
of society, and the conswquent swount of vico,
trouble, disease and insanity which'it produecs.

In uo other part of the world has disappointment,
in one form or wnother, visited so large a propor-
tion of the population as on the Pacilic Coas:. A
fow remuarks on this subject, and on nostalgia, in
their relations to insanity, will be offured in ancther
paper.—Lucijic Melical and Surgical Jowrnal,

——— vt ——

Rupture of the Womb~—Recovery,

REPORTED BY $. A, McWILLLIAMS, A.M., M.D., CHICAGO,

Dr. Davis B. Taylor, Milbourne, Lake Co., TIL{
was called May 27, 1868, about 9 A. M., to attend
Mrs. Hinckle, a farmer’s wife living one mile dintant,
in her cightl confinoment, st full term. Al} her
previous labors, except the last, were severe, The




