206 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

Pprostration, neither the most diligent enquiry, nor the most careful phy-
sical examination, tends to throw the slightest gleam of light upon the
precise nature of the patient’s malady; nor do we succeed in fixing
upon auy special lesion as the cause of this gradual and extrnordinary
constitutional change; but, with a more or less manifestation of the
symptons already ennmerated, we discover a most remarkable, and, so
far as 1 know, characteristic discoloration taking place in the skin—suf-
ficiently marked, indeed, ns generally to have attracted the attention of
the pationt himself, or the patient’s friends. This discoloration pervades
the whole surface of the body, but is commonly most strongly munifest-
ed on the face, veck, superior extrenitigs, penis and scrotnm, and in the
flexures of the axi'la und around the navel. It may be said to present
a dingy or smoky a}., earance, or various tints or shades of deep amber
or chestnut browa ; and in one instunce the skin was so upiversally nnd
80 deeply durkened, that, but fur the featurcs, the patient might have
been mistaken for a mulatto.

“In some casesthis discoloration occurs in patches, or perhaps certain
parts are so much darker than others,as to impart to the surface a
mottled or somewhat chequered appearance; and in one instunce there
were, in the midst of this dark mnottling, certain insular portions of the
integument presenting a blamrched or morludl y white appearance, either
in consequence of these portions haviog rcuuined altogether unaffected
by the disease, und thereby contrasting strongly with the surrounding
skin, or a3 I belicve from an actual defvet of coloring matter in these
parts. Indeed, as will appenr in subsequent cases, this irregular distri-
bution of, pigment-cells is by no means limited to the integument, but
is occasionally also made manifest on sume of the iuternal structures.
‘Wo have seen it in the forin of smull black spots, beneuth the peritonenm
of the negseutery and omentum—-a form which in one mstancc presen-
ted itgelf on the skin of the abdomen.

“This singular discoloration usually increuses with the udvance of the
discase ; the unwemia, lasguor, fuilure of appotite, nnd fecblenecss of the
heart,becotne agyravuted jn durkish streak usunlly appenrs upon the com-
missure o' ho lips ; the body wastes, but without the extremo emnciation,
and dry harshcondition of the surface,so commonly observod in ordinary
malignant disease ; the pulss becomes smalier and weaker, and with-
outany speciul complaint of pain or uncasiness, the patientat length gra-
dually sinks and expires. In one case, which muy be said to have been
acute inits developement as well as rapid in its course, and in which
both capsules were found universally diseased after death, the mottled of
chequered discoloration was very manifest, the anmmic condition strong-



