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Some Australasiaxi Stansps

By CANADEZSIS.

lI takixig up a scientiflo study of stamps
it is necessary that colleetors sbould learxi
the meaning of the différenit devices which
me Eind depicted on the varions issues.
This cani easily be accomplished hy a littie
study, and then. when you are sbowing your
effllectiôn ton a friend, yoxx eau explain, the
stamp and give a lucid rexison why iL bears
thatparticùlar device, i anot enough t
say "Ithat is a Newfoundlaud st.amp iwith a
fish on iL." You must tell theni the par-
ticular kixid of a fsh it is, and let thera
know the cod-flsh indxitry'of the island
lbas been-the-means of brixigixig out that
stamp.

The' «Iaxd of the golden fleece" as Axis.
tralia is cailed, bears soine designs of ani-
mals that you should know ail about.
First of ail take the 2 cent stanip of New
So utl Wales o! the 1888 issue, What do.
me ses on iLC Mixie out of ten -would say an
ostrieb. Not much! IL is abird calledaii
"Cemu." It 18 remarkable for its large size
-standing several feet in height-and for
its long hair-like plumago. IL isoeo!the
-vonders o! Australia, axid is found in large
numbers in the interior. On the same
country's 8 cent starnp of 1889 -we find oe
of the most beautihil.birds in the world.
It ia the "lIyre-bird"' so-called froni the
mnsgnificent lyre-shaped tail whith adlorns
the mals. The bird itself is the size of a
pheasant, while its tail measures three feet.
On the oxie shilling N. S. W. stamp we
have the haxigareos. These animais hiave
made great inroads upon grain anad pasture
lands, but by government bounties and ths
use of kangaroo leather they are graduniy

declining. *The kangaroos are soswift that
they will oftenoutrun a thoroughbred
horse for miles. There are many varieties
of these marsupials, from the '1old maxi,-"
standing seven feet higli, through more
thanforty species and sizes. tc, the little
kaugaroo mouse that can.make its haime in
a tea-cup.

Western Aixstralia iras formnerly called
"«Swan.PRiver." We ses the swan on ail
her stamps. There they have the black
swan, the niost beautiful of its species, itg
ebony hue and proudsymmetry boing very
picturesque.

Tasmania, however; bas the most curions
animal in all the ide world-some say it,
is Aalî bird and haîf animal. «It is the
duck-billed Platypus or Ornithorhynchus.
It is found on the revenue-postals of 18812,
1, 3, 6d and 1 shilling values. This animal
has the bill and feet of a duck anid the
body of an otter, the connecting link be-
tineen quadrupedaB ana birds. Thoug h it
lays eggs it sucikles iLs yong.

The information gaixied, by a thorough
systematic study of stamps, will soon solve
the problemn as to, the "science of
philately'"-he Starnp.
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