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OF EDUCATION.

have found the best under in those schools in which T was informed
that no corporal punishiments were inflicted.

Use of buoks by teackers when teaching.—'Llis is not common in
this County, hut 1 have fuund it in sone cases, oven among
teachers who think  themselves superior.  OF course, in reading
and some other branches, 2 book i the teacher hand becones
A pecessity, but tor grammar, geography, arithmetiv, history, &e.,
the uze of a book in the teachers haml appears to me not only
superfluons, but highly iujuriove 1 have besn grieved onee aml
agam to see good teachert swho did nut, with proper preparations,
need such an abd, resort to booka in the examination of classes.

General progress.—On the whole, our educational progress
during the past year has been very satistacetory, and 1 think that,
Juwhging by the past, we have reason to ook forward with hope to
the future.  Above all we shoulid, 1 believe, encourage and sustain
the Normat Sclioo), as the groundwork and workshop from which
we ane to receive onr best amd mast efficient teachers. We should
aleo encourayze undergraduates, and others fron our Colleges and
Academies, to devote a term, or mose to the Normal School, to
prepare thew for the work of' teaching.  Noman need fear that the
time there spent, will be misspent, 1o matter what profission a
man may ultimately follos, ift he inteads to teach two or three
years, he will be sunply repail fur a termn at the Nonnal School.
I could almost wish that every wan and woman in Nova Scotia,
;,vlm ;\'ill bucome parents, coald be privileged to partake of its

envfits.

Spelling —1 ook with ennfi Lonee, to improvement in this matter 1

from the prizes wiieh the Legidature has o generoasdy and kindly
awardel to suceesful competitors in thie, as well as in other
branchies in Marchnext. I believe that prizes judicionsly awanded,
are one of the best means of awakening native taleut, and I knovr,
from peronal observation, that the prizes offered for the ap-
proaching examination, have awakened an extraonlinacy amount
of interest amany the advaneed pupils in the City schools.  Ttrust,
that the srstem will be continned, and T have not the least doubs,
that the money thus expended. will be doubly repaid by the
increased cfficiency of both teachers and pupils.  “The prizes for
readingg and recitation, mental arithmetie, and history will be of
nearly, if nut of cqual benefit.

In conclucion, 1 bey ta state that, in my opinion, the progress of
education in ihis connty durng the past vear has been most
susfactory. Forte-fostr per centam of inerease in the last year
over the previous, and L1y per contam in the present over the
Jast, on the average autendance i thic Counts. are tm wmean testis
manials to the efficiency of the systan.  Aunother sunilar step in
advanee, and we neel tear 1o comparisan, as far ac atzendance at
schioul is converned, with auy conatny in the warld,

J. R M, Jaspectar.

Licton Co.—1 am happy ts be able to state that a continued
and increasing improycment has charactenized the edueztion of the
County during the past sear. ln onler toslluarate this stazement,
T will place before 3o the fulluwsage siatistaes, wlich are carefuily
prepaned from seliable neturus i —
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Ity comparing the fizmres of the alove retarns with those of the
previeus year. 18 will be quite cvident that there has been a vy
graulving improvament in cvery dejmstinent of our pablic common
schools. The diffcrence in favour of the school year just caded
will exsly be soen fren the saljoinod comparnison :—
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The amonnt maisad from soctional asesanent and other sourees
1 am anabls o state with accuracy, in convequence of many of the

returns being incomplete ; but Tam well aware that it is conside-

rably more than durng the previons year.  As o general rulo the

Board of he teachers has been provided for by seetional assess-

ment, together with the incidental expenses vequived tor vepaie of
¢ school-huuse, fuel, and providing luoks, &e. In nany cases the
sehool seetions have liberally supplamented the teachers® salaries;
in some few indances the Provineial and County allowanees have
heon solely relied on fur the support of the teacher.

‘The condition of the sehovl-hous « tnronghout the Connty is, on
the whole, satisfuctory. There have heen completed, since the Act
ame into operation, fonrty-four new school-houses, some of” them
of 2 very superier deseription both in respect to size sud style of
finich, and all of them greatly supertor to the elass of school-houses
which they have replaced ; they ave well furnshed with the most
approved seats, aml otherwise adapted to secure the comtort of the
pupils.  In addition to these, are cighteen uew houses in course of
erection, besides many repaired.  In every section where the
school hus bieen put i operation, the people have evinced o
praiseworthy disposition to make tae school-room acconmodation
according to the requirements of the Act, and the recommendations
of the Conncil of Public Instruction. .

The improvement in school architecture aud the inereased taste
displayed in the new baildings, furnish one of the most palpalle
and striking examples of the beneficial effeets of the provisions of
the cducational bill.  These buildings are, in themselves, an un-
anuwerable and living proof of the fact, that the importance of
cducation has been duly recognized by the poblie 3 and it onght to
e, and is, 1 believe, a source of price and gratfication to every
member of the comunity, that these unmistakable evidenes of
the advances made in the educational feeling of the people of this
Province are so patent. I need hanlly refer to particularinstances,
but I think it is due to the entlemen entrusted with the ercetion
of the new school-house in Pictou, to say, that it is not only un
arcintectural ornament to the town, hut atfords every convenience
and accommo:lation for school purpeases which could be desired.

Teachers. Tue qualifieations of the teachers employed ha
bren carcfully ascertained by the Boand< of Examiners. and the
tests to which they have been subjected are strictly in accondance
with the spirit and intention of the regulations preseribed by the
Council of Public Instruction. The Boanl have carefully revised
20 considered the ntiainments and classification of all the feachers
ciploved in the County under the laww; and have confirmed or
altered their status acconding to their acquireinents and proficiency.
It will be obervad, by reference to the returns, that there has
! been a considemlde increase in the umuber of efficient teachers, a
fact which shows that, during the year, they have exerted them-
sclves to acquire the qualifications cstablished by the Baard of
Pabiic lustsuction.

Danng the past vear T have hal o traverse the County twice
, in the exescise of my official dutice e Ingpector of schools 1 have
; found that the geneal feeling in respaet to the school hill is gradu-
ally inereasing in its favour.  The mamfest advantages and an-
. provements wlich it offers, in companson with the old law. are
, forcinge thenselves into notice, and laying aside unavoidable pre-
» Jadices Jts pravision< zenerally secure approval. “Iliere are altern-
tion< and amendments reqained, of a natare which could not well
be anticipatedd ;. and I presume that the same desire which influ-
cnced the Legislature to promo’e the interest of education in
introducing the new Jaw, will aleo digpose it to cutentain and seeure
these improvemnents.  These amendments could not be fully detail-
od here without occupying too much spacre. but I may nfertua
few, which should rvecive the consirdemation of the educational
authoritics.

The cfficiency of the whole system of onr cducational law is
hasal upon the proper cstablidinent of school sections It is
accesary that they should be amanged acconding to arca and
population ; but in the absence of sufficient data, from which to
estimate these cunditions, it is very often difficult or imposible to
define and establish school sections so a< to meet these requisites.
In onder to enabile thea to gointo opesation under the law, sections
wmast e defined, and it s froquently necesary o do so wwithout
adequate informuation.

Itis also necesary 10 build schinolhintises. and all within the
section tinut e assessed for the cadt. Tt fregquently happens that
individuale oz the confines of sections are included 1n inconvenient
roctions, and ought to be ncluded in adjeining ones; they are,
however, compelied to pay for the crection of schiool-hauses in the
sections they are in, and when sshrequently tranafirred to the one
moxt convenient, have often to contribute again to the cost of
bmilding a schoolhouee in that section, and are thus sabjected to
the expense of building two achool-houses. To remedy this hand-
skip, ¥ think the Commisdoness of Schools owght 1o be empawered,
when transferting an individual from one rection to another, to
make sach tranxfer under conditions, which would not xubject him
20 the expense of brilding a second school-honse in cases whero he
had just contributed to the croction of the housc in the section
from which he wasramoved.  If the Commissionens were entrusicd
with disercionary powers, which would cnable them to prowde
for special cares of this nature. 1 have no donht that they would
often be in 2 position 1o allay disatisfaction and discontent.

The low wice at which hooks and apparatas are fornidhed, has
Ind the effect of placing this department of the schools In an
cxcellent condition.  There is, however, sownetiines a condderable
amount of murmunng when the sections assess for the whole of the




