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24. St. Zolique has 5 schools, attended by 254 pupils. This is one
of the parishes which, in proportion to its population, give instruction
to the llurgest number of children. The male and “female teachers,
possesy the qualities required for teacking with success. 1 am happy,
10 say that the Curé, the Reverend Mr. Lasnier, nccompauies me to
cach school in his parish.  Iis enlightened zeal contributes much to
the prosperity of the schools. 20 prizes distributed. Accounts iu
good order.

23. Cotean Landing.—The dissentiert school is now kept by Miss
Jane Perry, who is perfectly competent. She receives liberal encour. |
agement tfrom the ratepayers. 40 pupils. 8 prizes. The school!
gccounls are hetter kept by the present Secretary than by his pre.!

ecessor.

26. St. Ignace~The model school, kept by Mr. Cardinal, is
flourishing ;" the progress is most satisfactory. Heading, writiny, the
rules of grummar and arithmetic are taught with systemn and suceess.
1 cannot give as favorable « report of the schouls kept by Messrs.
Hotte, Gareau, Lucroix and Miss Lefebvre. 243 pupils attend these
schools. & prizes distributed. School accounts in arrcars but more
satistactory than forwerly.

. 27, Soulunges (Cedars). There are five schools in operation here
including the convent school. The classes of the couvent, under the
able direction of the Sisters of the Congregation, leave nothing to be!
dusired. ‘The St. Féréol school would be in 2 more tlounshing con-)
:J'mon,. if it were not for the incompetency of the assistant teacher. |
The village school does not now shew the cmulation which oncemade §
1t onie of the best schools in the county. The school at the Cascades, |
as now kept, is a nuisance. X was sorry to find thatthe commussioners
had, onan inadmissible pretext, re-engaged the master.  The school
kept by Mr. Lanthier is flourishing and progressive. 1 distrabuted »
prizes in this school as well as in the convent classes. The school
administration is worthy of all praise on account of 1ts exacutude |
compelling the regular payment of taxes, aud the absence of arrears.
260 pupils. Accounts periect.

City of Montreal.—The city of Montreal, which enjoys a well
deserved reputation for its charitable and benevolent societies, also
attracts the attention of strangers by the zeal and devotion of its
inhubitants to the cause of good solid cducation. I shall not here
speak of the establishments of St. Sulpice, the Jesuits, the Normal
School, and the academies; X shall merely present a succinet recapi-
tulation of the schools aud academies under the control of the com:
missioners.

L. The day school of the Ladies of the Congregation of Notre
Dame.—The education here given is perfeat.

2. The orphau’s school of in. Providence receives nearly SO pupils.
It is impossible, without cmotion, to view this large family of unfor-
tunate children who, but for this Asylum, would be exposed to become
the victims of misery and crime. There is also the deaf and dumb
schoo!l conducted with ability by the Sisters of La Providence, and
attended by 40 pupils.

3. The Commercial Schoo), kept by AMr. Archambault, whose
ability and application are unlimit(:(R Messrs. Desplaines and Gamot,
his assistants, are good teachers. 200 children atiend this school, at
which English and French are cqually well taught. A priest of St.
Sulpice has eharge of the religions department.

4. Six clementary schools, conducted by Messrs. McQuillan and
Matthews, Mrs. Bums, Mrs. O'Keefe, Mrs. Sanguinet, and Miss
Résine Poitras. These schools have cach their peculiar merit, but
I cannot say 100 much in favor of that tanght by Miss Poitras.

All the teachers, both male and fcma‘ic,ixold diplomas. Everything
that constitutes a good clementary school,—reading, writing, mental
a{w} practical arithmetic, geography, and history,~-are taught with
aoiliy.

I am happy to be able to say, that upwards of 740 pupils this year
attend the schools which are under the ditcction of the commissioners,
and with a recapitulation I skall close my present repert. The Muni.
cipalitics are judicious and enlightencd, the schools are well disciplined
and are conducted with success. The male and female teackers are
attentive and arc provided with certificates of competency. The
Secretary Treasurers are active, intelligent and honest.

Extract from the Report of Mr. Inspector Donvat.
COUNTIES OF RERTHIER, JOLIETTE, NONTCALN, AND L'ASSONPTION.

I have the honor to transmit my sixth annual report on the state of
the common schools and education generally, in my inspection district.
The Sgures which sepreseat the number of pupils 1o the primary

clementary schools have not this year been subjected to any notable
chunge, as we find & surplus of only 107 over those of the sime cluss
last year.  Althoughl have an edition of one mode! school this year,
I have ten pupils, or onetwenticth, less.  This deficit is still greater
in the colleges and comvent schools.  Their total numbers umted,
compired with last year, shew a dimmution of 112, or one-cighth of
the whole. This diminution in the namber of pupils attending the
higher class of educativnal establishments may be attributed, [ think,
in o great measure to the tailare of the last crop.  The explanation
is less casy in the case of the primary schouls, as the same eause pro-
duces no cffect; or in other words, whether the crop be gouod or bad,
elementary cducation costs the same price.

If I have no reason to be satisficd with the increase in the nmber
of pupils attending elementary schouls this yeur, 1 muy stifl be pleased
with their general progress. Ifwe institute 2 comparison between
the statistics of 1561 and the number of the population of the four
counties which are comprised within my inspection district (72,885
souls according to the census of 1861), we shall find, in round numbers,
that one-seventh of the population attend school, I in 12 can read, 1
in 17 can write, 1 in 19 learnsaritlunetic, 1 in 12 learns orthography,
and 1 in 40 learus geography.

4 Children of 6 years of age and under 15 form the sixth part
populztion, aud shuuld attend school.”—~(Ducpetianx on pronary
instructionin Belyium, 13%.) W have not therefure accomplished
in this respeet all that can be done in this distoets. Neverthedess, when
I consider what we were befuie 1546, and that after 14 years of
public schooly, we are, s regards the ntunber of children attending
those schuols, further advanced to-day thanSceotland and the s cantons
of Switzerlund were in 1534, or Heiluud and Peunsylvama i 1535, 1
really “hink that without exaggeration the nerults are very encour-
aging.  Unfortunately with us, this seventh part of the population
who atiend school do not do so with seflicient regularity, or do net
attend school for a sufficient length of time.  The cousequence 13 that
even in the best schools the pupils only acquire mcomplete notions,
which they are likely to forget when they leave school altogether.
The wmisfortune, next 1o incompetent teachers at £15 per annum, 15
certainly the want of assiduity in our schools, which 1 regard as the
only insurmountable obstacle in the way of their utility. I have read
therefore with much interest, hut with more curiosity than faith o s
success, (1) ¢ a plan proposed in England by which it is sttempted to
compel neglizent parents to send their children to school, and that
this plan had been the subject of a great conference m England.”
This would certainly be a great discorery for us, beeause, as lang as
we have only the system of monthly pavments to compel the mte
payers to send their children to school with regulungy, we canant
expect any great change.

All the teachers of my distriet, both male and female, ha'd
diplomas, with the exception of the female teacher of 3t Gabr.el
dissenticnt school.

I wmust now nllude to 2 practice which has been introduced amoag
teachers and which is very smjunous to than. It frequently happens
that the commissioncrs, who are displeased with one of their teachess,
three months before the expiration of the schicol year, notify all the
teachers in the school mumcipality, rezasdicss of the estimation in
which they mayg be held, that their engagement will then close.

The cowmmissioners act n this manner, as they say, in order to
avoid jealousy among the teachers, but in reality itas {.usill:mimix_v o
their part which prevents them from taking upon themsehes, sum.
marily and openly, the responsability of acting rigorously, when it is
necessary to do so.  In all cases this proceeding wterferes mutesially
with the” peace of mind of the teacher who has performed lus duty,
and it creates uncertainty and anxiets. while ke should be relicved of
ceverr such feeling, to enable him to discharge his duty us he should.

The salaries of teachers have this year beea subjested to a con.
siderable reductien. I hiad really hoped that an inerense of sulasy
would have heen granted, s0 as to cnable me to obtain some pupis
from the Normal Schoel. I can only report the cmnjioyment of two,
viz: one at the academy of Berthier, Mr. A Demers, whu holds an
academy diploma from the Laval Normal Selinol. and Mr. Paquin, at
St. Barthélems, who holds a model sehool dipiuma from the Jacques
Carticr Normal School.  Generally speaking, the commissioners do
not visit the schools often cnough.

There are in my district, 3 model schools, 2 colleges, 2 acadermies
for boys, 13 academics or superior schaols for girls. The amount
furnished this year by the ratgpayers appears to indieate well-sustamed
zeal on the patt of the municipalities. It is true that it only excerds
that of last year by £09 70, but there was extra taxatinn for bulding
in three municipalitics only, viz: Rawdon, Lavaltric, and &t. Bar

Q1) Journal de TInstruction Publique, Lower Canada, numbes for June
1861, page 106.



