
ADDRESS TO JUNIOR

doing so, if I take occasion to offer you
any advice, it is because I have the
interests of your society at.heart.

Wlat, then, are the objects of your
society? The very act of meeting and
spending an evening together is no slight
advantage. We are all social beings-
our character is frequently moulded by
the society ve keep, and the more we
know of human nature the less likely we
are to be led astray by false models.
Human nature is learned by individuals,
it is by getting intimately acquainted
with the actions and thoughts of indi-
viduals with whom we associate that we
treasure up, it may be unconsciously, in
the memory a mass of information to be
used by the fully developed reason.

It is too much to expect wise heads
on young shoulders ; yet, notwithstand-
ing the objections sometimes urged
against so young a society, I have confi-
dence that there is here the .proper
material and mettle out of which to
make a flourishing society, and to carry
on its sessions with due decorum, " doing
all things decently and in order." Now
this itself inculcates business habits of
order, accuracy and of self-reliance.
Nor is it a slight acquirement to become
conversant with the mode of conducting
a deliberative assembly. However much
such public meetings may differ in object
and construction, there is a recognized
mode of procedure to be followed, and
a practical acquaintance with the rules
of procedure gives an individual a power
which anyone may be called on to exert,
it may be in a board meeting, a council
meeting, a political meeting, or even in
the legislativc halls, for who knows what
fate is in store for him ? Perhaps one
of the best effects of such a society is
the mental stimulus its discussions give.
How few people are in the habit of con-
sidering a subjedt completely,-and from
all sides. Our likes and dislikes give
our thoughts such a bias that we are too
prone to take a partial view, even when
deeming ourselves most impartial. We
are all, more or less, the slaves of preju-
dice, often to such a degree that reason
is utterly impossible. Now, in a debate

all take part as judge or speakers; the
question is vieved from all sides ; the
arguments are weighed and compared
on the principle of pure reason unbiass-
ed by prejudice, and the decision is given
to the most logical, or to him who has
considered the subject most thoroughly.
All this is individual thought, modified
by conflict with other minds ; and this
clash of intellect is one of the most pow-
erful and active means of calling forth
the latent energies of the mind and
heart.

I might say something about the influ-
ence of debates on methodical study by
reading with an object-on literary
habits and tastes by making one famil-
iar with the best models of literature.
But these I will pass over in your case,
as they occùr in your school duties.

The main part of the literary pro-
gramme will be taken up by readings,
essays and the debate. Permit me to
say a few words on the utility and culti-
vation of each of these. Public reading
comes first, -and though perhaps of the
least importance, it is by no means to be
neglected. Everyeducated personshould
be capable of reading correctly and
tastefully in public. It is a graceful
accomplishment, and is within the
attainment of all. The daily practice
of reading aloud lias been recommended
as a capital means of strengthening and
training the voice and thus acquiring a
good delivery. Hence, in learning to
portray the thoughts -of others, the
young student is fitting himself in the
art of conveying his own more effect-
ively. If for no other reason, readings
from classical authors should find a
place on the programme, for this very
reason, that they are classical. Any
scheme that tends to popularize the
reading of great writers is desirable. So
for a mind long familiar with a high class
literature light literature has no attract-
ions. If we learn to detect and appre-
ciate the beauties of thought and diction
of a finished work of Art, we will no
longer have patience with the trash that
is devoured by the great mass of readers.

My advice isi then, select first-class
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