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religion from the faiths of antiquity,
which gave nothing but the blankness
of despair to the -'mmrortal spirit. We
corne, then, to this burial place of the
early Christians, expecting to find ibis
belief plainly set forth. XVe are flot
disappointed. On every side it is
repeatedly and distinctly affirmed.
These departed ones wvere not re-
garded as dead. Tl.ey had 'Il allen
asleep " until He who is Ilthe Resur-
rection and the Life " should say,
"Awake, Arise!1"

The divinity of Jesus is constantly
proclaimed. A few exaînples forcibly
prove ibis. We find the expressions,
"May you live in God Christ-in Godi
the Lord Christ-in Christ God.'
-%gain ive find, 'I God hioly Christ, only
liglit;" "'To Christ, the one hio!>
God.-)

One epitaph, in ivhich the deceased
is said to, sleep in Oco-in Christo-
in Spirito Sancto, is sufficient to quote
to prove belief in the doctrine of the
Trinity.

The Church of Romc, that great
self- rreated mistress and only infallib!e
explainer of the vasi store-hous± of
traditions, finds in the aniquiie., of
the catacombs nmany so-callcd proofs
of the apostcilic character of lier p~ecu-
linr dognias and usages. But, îhanks
to nineteenîli century crudition, thecsc
self-appropriated wceapons are taken
froni lier hand and given to those who
oppose lier hiaughty pretensions.

Fewv Teprescntatiolis of the cross
are found in thc ra.taconibs, and these
are ail of laie date. For this, two
rcasons rnay bc assigned: The ai-
horrence vriih wvhich the cross was
rcgarded by the Greek, and Roman
mind, and tic saictit>' wbiclh, ibrougli
the suffeutings of Christ, it possesscd
to the licari of Christians. To the
Roman it wras a badge of infarny and
shamie-the punishinîcnt of the bascst
and ihe vilest criminals. Thierefore,
wvhile the Chistlans chcerishced it ini
theirhlcarts, theygladly k-cpt it frumi iie

sight of scoffing eyes. As E. Scherer
says, IlChristianit>' was at the time
too simple, too serene, too healthy t0
Iay hold of such a souvenir. It pre-
ferred the master teac.hîng and healtn,
the Christ reigning and triumnphing,
to the victim nailed to the bloudy
tree." The cross wvas onl>' introduced
after it had become clothed by super.
stitious minds with the power of a
sacred talisman to, banish demons,
avert evil, and the like.

During the early ages the death of
the Saviour wvas recalled by a lani,t.
not represented as siain, but living.
Therc is oni>' one representation ou
Christ on the cross, and tbis ccrtainly
was flot earlier than the seventh cen-
tury. As the early Christianswere loin
to represent the sufferings of the
Saviour, SO were they careful flot to
portray the death of the niartrys, or tu
claim for themn an>' au-ust titles.
Not more than half-a-dozen genuine
martyrs' cDitaphs have been dib-
covered.

The %vorship of Mary finds no sanc-
tion, but rather condemnation in tic
catacombs. l-icre we find neithier
the I1ol> Farnily, nor Joscph, nor the
vurgin, ivith the nimbus. We du find
tic mothcz of jesus with the child in
a very aucicnt fresco, but witliout
an>' of the attributes of glor>' or liîo*-
ncss, nothing mîorc than the Clinrisr.ta
mother holding lier child-a sumpe'ý
picture of a biblical scene. The
silence of the catacombs, as wcll au
the priniiitivc faihers r-unr-cmin,< the
worship of Mary is a striking cii-
dence of its non-existence.

Tliese early Christians of the ii
three centuries kncw noîliingofMi
as a goddess. Neither are they aiare
of the primacy of Pte-r, or Uic ini.-%-)
cation of the Saints-a heres>' of the
fourtlî century growth-or of the
intc.-cebsion uf the dead in favoui vf
the Ii "g "It is in the third ccii-
tur>',* says E. Sclherer, t' that the
c.\4ires-son of ivizihes In favuur of th,.
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