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Syllabus of 1864. A letter in Macmnillan'
has attracted much attention in the English
papers. By publishing the celebrated bull
of Boniface VIII., Unam Sanctam, almos't
in full, the writer shows that Dr. Manning
bas given an incorrect impression of its
meaning. He further proves that the dognia
of infallibility wvas condernned in advance by
two General Councils, those of Constance
and Basie-the decrees being confirnîed by no
less than three Popes, Martin V., Eugene IV.,
and Pius II. The question thien arises:
If, as Dr. Manning pronounices, Lord Acton
and bis recalcitrant friends -have ipso -facto
ceased to Le Catholics " because they reject
a dogma Ilpronîulgated " merely in a Couiî-
cil whose dlaim to the titie of CEcumenical
is, to say the least of it, doubtful, has flot
the Archibishop hiniself ceased to be a
Catholic, since, b>' acceptîng the dogma, lie
lias trnnsgressed the canons of two infallible
Councils as confirmied by three infallible
Popes?

There is a political aspect to this contro-
versy, of another kind. M1%r. Gladstone's
Irish legisiation w.as prompted by a strong
and overpowvering sense of justice. It 15
flot even supposable that a calculation of its
consequences to Government or part>' ever
found a place in bis tlioughts. At any rate,
if any one should insist that hie counted the
cost, it is quite certain that his political arith-
metic must have been at fault. He offended
the bulk of his English supporters, Noncon-
forniists and '-Evangelical,>' and thus ex-
posed a breach in his defences, of iwhich the
Opposition were no: slow to take advantage.
The 'ireligious " world has always ]ooked
wvith suspicion upon Mr. Gladstones sacer-
dotal proclivities-it bas flot alwvays turned
an unwilling car to rumours of an inclination
Roniards«, absurd as they obviously were.
The appearance of the pamphlet has evoked
sorne of the old enthusiasm, amnongst the
rank and file of the Liberal part>'. MT-.

Reed, M. P. for the Pembroke district, ivas
thec exponent of this feeling atTenby, where

hie expressed his 'ldelight that this modern
Saul is, so to speak, leavîng his father's asses,
and has pleased ail honest Protestants by
bis late denuinciations of the Vatican." This
joy over the returning prodigal is evidently
grounded on the expectation that the ex-
Premnier's protest against Ultraïnontanismn
wvill be followed by a radical change in bis
public policy. The Home Rulers appear to
entertain a sîmilar notion, which is quite suif-
ficient to account for the anger and chagfrin
nianifest ini their criticismn of tlîe pamphlet.
'Ne believe that both parties are egregiously
mistaken. TI'ere is nothing in Mr. Gladston e's
public career to sanction the idea that hie
is prepared to recede from -round lie lias
once occupied. He lias travelled far from
lus orig-inal stand-point, but it has always
been in a straight line and in a forward
direction. There bas neyer been an ebb
and flow ini the ex-Premier's political pro.
g-ress, and it is flot probable, at this late
date, that hie wvill alternate between lîigh and
low wvaier-rnark. 'fhat the imaginar>' return
to 'lsound " Protestantismn wvll tend to con -
solidate the scattered divisions of English
Liberalism, is probable enough. The popu-
lai- mernor>' is proverbially short, as the
ready forgetfulness of Mr. Gladstone's atti-
tude toivards the Public Worship Act rnay
serve to show. It is -as certain as any vati-
cination can be, whicb is founded on con-
clusions we draw regarding the character
anid dispositions of a fellowv-inan, that the
return of the ex-Premier to office would be
immediately followed by a new Irish Univer-
sity Bill, it mnay be more liberal than that on
whicb hie made shipwvreck. There isanother
question on which a large section of bis party
desure their leader to speac in plain and un-
equivocal terins-the question of the Na-
tional Church. Whetherhle is yet ready to ad-.
vocate the policy of dis-establishment no one
is in a position to say; that hie wvil1 ultimately
be found to favour, an-d perhaps effect it4 is
more than probable. At the saine tirne it
is not equally certain that hie will, within the


