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gress bas been achieved. The great North-
West Territory, with its magnificent stretches
of prairie land, and British Columbia, with
its varied resources of mineral and agricul-
tural wealth, have been incorporated with
the Dominion. The Intercolonial Railway,
connecting Halifax with the Western Prov-
inces, will be completed within two years at
the furthest, and the Government stands
pledged to the construction of the Pacifie
Railway within the next ten years. In every
Province of the Dominion the utmost activ-
ity in matters of public improvemçnt pre-
vails ; new railways extending into remote
settlements, and into districts which cannot
yet be dignified by that name, have been pro-
jected or are being built; while the Govern-
ment is credited with the most lib!ral in-
tentions in the matter of canal and river im-
provements.

With so much activity in every depart-
ment of business and of public enterprise,
and with immense districts awaiting the ad-
vent of the hardy settler, it is not surprising
that the subject of immigration occupies to-
day the foremost rank in the popular estimate
of the necessities of the future, and that
schemes for the promotion of immigration
fill the columns of our daily press. The
rapid development of the United States is
due chiefly to their successful efforts in the
encouragement of immigration; and so uni-
versally is this fact recognized that statists
have reduced almost to a mathematical prob-
lem the value of each immigrant who settles
in the country. One of the New York
Emigration Commissioners, whose conclu-
sions have been generally accepted as just,
bas estimated that, without immigration, the
population of the neighbouring republic to-
day would be under ten millions, while in
fact it reaches nearly thirty-nine millions.
The same authority estimates that the cash
capital in possession of immigrants, on their
arrival in the 'United States, averages a hun-
dred dollars per head; and he assumes that
the economic value of each immigrant is

$1,125, making, at the present rates of im-
migration, an addition to the wealth of the
country equal to at least a million dollars a
day. In Canada, unfortunately, this great
interest has in the past been too much 1.e-
glected. At occasional intervals, beginning
with the immigration under the auspices of
Peter Robertson, in 1830, there have been
efforts to direct the stream of immigration
to these colonies, but no continuous or sus-
tained effort has ever been made. As a con-
sequence, Canada, as a field for immigration,
bas been but little known in Great Britain,
and still less known on the continent of
Europe; and we have seen during the past
twenty years emigrants by the thousand
settling in the neighbouring republic, many
of them actually passing through Canadian
territory pn their way there, most of whom
would have infinitely preferred remaining
among people with whom, both politically
and socially, they have greater sympathy.

An examination of the emigration returns
of the United Kingdom affords some curious
illustrations of the course of emigration. In
the report of the Imperial Emigration Com-
missioners for 1870, the volume of emigra-
tion for each year from 1815 is given, dis-
tinguishing those who emigrated to Canada,
the United States, the Australian Colonies
and New Zealand, and all other places.
From 1815 down to 1840, the emigration to
the North American Colonies was greater
than to all other countries combined, and
some eighty-two thousand more than to the
United States. Indeed, down to 1847, the
year of the great Irish emigration, when the
terrible ship fever added its terrors to the
other miseries of the unfortunate fugitives
froin a cruel starvation, the relative num-
bers who had emigrated to Canada and the
United States were nearly equal, .being 746,-
163 to the former, and 780,048 to the latter.
From that time, however, the most marked
change commenced, and from 1847 to 1870
inclusive the numbers were 645,608 to Can-
ada, and 3,692,624 to the United States.


