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tmoon, were spent by them in faying down plans for the moral and
refigions conduct of their future hvee,

At the eqpiration of the appamted time, the expeeted pair ro.
turned ; the brde and her bridal dreeses to be the wonder and the
ndmication of her native prace; the bushand, to feel hiceelf the
master of g well appointed eetablchment, and one of the happeat
men 1a the world. Nor waa there, recardng to the canunan wdeas
and caloulations of socicty, any Unng 1o ke fuay otherwise, —
e had an estensmve and smereamnz practive 5 1oy than an aver-
age share of talent, energry, and sloll; the good wal of numemusr
faends, and the goad feHowship of mare ; and a wife. n covk, nnd a
table, with which the world cowtd find no fuult.,  What could any
reasonsble man desite beyond ?

Frederick Bong had mnde theee calenlatons a hundred fimes
beforé ; but when he now rcetumed from visting lue {mtuws. wssed
felt hunsclf tharoughly establishicd in his own hame, he sunk upnn
a downy coneh, more than ever convinced that he wap, beyond
all digpute, the happiest of men, . ,

Bunday came, and with ther firet appearance in pubbe, Mr,
and Mrs. Boud cnjoved the apporturaty of putting s prachee
some of their stadiously concocted pluns for bemg raTier rehgi
our. ‘[hey went at precisely the right tme to church—ucither
cacly nor lute; nnd o boy tn bandseme hivery walked after them
with the books. They dmed early ; and in the afternoon sonsined
at home ulone, in order thag thew servants might go tn church ;
and allogether spont the day so much to their owa satisfacting,
that they began to wonder how auy one could find 1t either diffi.
cult or &aagrccablc to ho rchgroue,

It in sufficient to say of the forinal visiting—that tax upoen mar.
ried life—1hat it was all conducted in the beat gassible order, and
that no breach of gaod taste could be detected by the most geru.
tinizing eye, cither in the dross of the pasties, or the appointment
of the now establishment,

Amaongst the numcrous visiters on tius oceasion, those who
offered theyr congrratulations m the swarmest terms, were SirJancs
snd Lady Moraford. It wauld be difficult o say exactly, by
swhat mcans these twe mdwiduals hind obtained theie station of
pre.eminence in the town of ——.  But so it was, that no danar
party was complete without Sir James, snd no evemng entertain.
ment was considered worth dressing for, without his Lady.

The gentleman was one of the old Eaglish school—one scho
sat long over his wine, and conld rise from table at midaight, ap.
parently as hitle disordered, as 1f he had been dnnkmg pure wa.
ter, ie posscesed great knowledge of the world, it by ths ex.
pression we understand a knowledge of rank, title, and precedence,
of dress and equipage, of inns, and horses, of ficld aports, and
martial law, and the ctiquette of pubhe affaire.  Withont a rieal
in knowledgo of this deseripvan, Sir James Mornford. was re.
garded us a man to be fovked up to; while his dignified and gen.
tlemanly maancrs, aecompatued by a fund of spontanceus ear.
casm and grave humour, rendered him almost as wach feared as
bo was sdmired, especially by thiose who were only nuviliates in
big peeutiar kand of knowledge af the world.

Frederick Hond, along with many of his friends, was often
astonished to find psell betrayed wio positie servibity Yowards
Sir Jaines; and although hie stoud more crect after detecting him
acif tn thns folly, and determuned it shonld be the last of the Jund
he ever would commit; no sconer had the baronet bestowed gipon
him some mark of wdividual favaur, than he again fell in with
his humour, lavghed at lue jokes, and courted his attention with
ay much assiduily as ever.

Thst Elcanor should have been egually flattered by the friend.
abip of Lady Mornford, was indecd no wonder; for she was one
of the most fascinxting and ammbie of women, if by ammuble, we
updemtand & prevailing disposition to think kindly of others, with
& desire 16 bo Juved, ut least as much as she was capable of loving.
Had Lady Mornford been told that this capabidity did not extend
beyond the usual lumite, of human affecuon, she would have re-
scaied the information as at once injurious and insulting, for she
bolicved herself to bo gl heart ; bat in her litile aphere of pailo-
sophy, sho bad not perceived the dufference between impulse and
fechng. She was, however, so beaubiful, 20 bewitching w hes man.
ners and appearance, that fow could withstand hes fasciuations.
She was nathes highly talented, nor highly accomplished. The
secret of hes influenice seemed to be a sort of intaitive knowledge
of the restuctions and requurcments of good breeding; so that
while others were studying evary mcans, and walclmng cvery
oppartunity to acquit thunselves with proprets, she could sllow
tersolf the license of hwr own impetuous nature, without once
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tranxgresaing those mysterions Jaws, nbout whick the middle or
lower grades of sacicty are efley g4 painfully adlicitous.

Lleanar Bond could never discover how 3t was, that her draw
maroom. with all the puins sk hegrawed upon it, looked so do
cidedly inferwr to Lady Mornfords: and with regord 1o dross,
hier own resembled ton mach the well yseorted fiowers in a gae-
den s winle thiose of Lady Moraforg, compored as it was of en
taurs which few people wounld have ventured upon, wns mors in
hecping with the graceful luxunance of natyre,  Iter laugh ton,
was sa wild and musieal, yet so unquestionutty g rnuine, that she
could spread the infection of merrmemt whereyer ehe swent 3 while
ey prampt and impetuous answess, her arely smile and plsyful
deallers, seldom failed to wit back agnin the friends wham her
easvless oullery might otherwiso iave driven effectually away,

Whatever fanlts Sir Janes nnd hin Jady might posseas, thoy had
one redecming qualty—for they were tenderly and devotediy at-
tuched 1o ench other,” Ther: existed between them ay affection
which eaprice had not been able 1o aliennte 5 which tune, for thoy
were netther of them young, had not wasted awsy i and which,
i the mdst of false excitement, and falschood of alinosy ev
kind, had remained to them as the only thing real with whic
they were acqusinted.  Such wern the friends whom Frederick
Bond und his awmiable bride determined to make their cwn, and in
this abject they succeeded beyond their most sanguine hopes,

Persons addicted to favouritism have usually & favourite medi.
cal sttendant,  Lady Mornford made a point of cither loving or
tiating every bady; though her hatred was so entirely a matter of
profession, that i scldom extended to thinking or speaking evil of
any anc. Mr. West, the partucr of Frederick Bond, was an ex.
ception to her rule of extremes; for e was a man wiwih it was
smpassible to dishike; though his cold and formnl misuneks had
too smuch the effect of repulsion, for Lady Mornford not/® Cxpress,
m the warmcest terms, her preference for the junior partner.

Mrs. West, too, was no favourite either with Lady Mumford or
with Flearor. Her {adyship used to say. there wss » tacit re.
proxch in the pradeat silence of this gentle and simple-hearted
woman, which alio never could beas; while Eleanor felt, a Jitle
too eensibly, thé contrast, between the hubits of Mrs. West and

her own. o
“'Phere can be no occakion for Mrs, West to dress so plainly,”

she would ofien say, * it Yook Yikeaffvciation.  Good peaple ought
never to be singufar.? 8

“ But she gives a great deal to tho poor,” abscrved an’ac.
quamtance, one day s they were conversing on thes subjeet ; and
she enumerated muny acts of charity, with which the world in
general was unacquainted.

“ She must indeed,” said Eleanor, * be very generous.”  And
ker conecicnee swote her with the conviction of her own defiei.
eacies; for the scale on which she hed commenced her house.
keeping, left hutle for chuntable purpogigh. ¢ Mrs. West must be
very gencrous.  But thereis a prudentyand an impruadent chanty ;
and there is a style of giving that is out of 2l keeping—beyond
all proportion—~"' 85

“ Beyond all proportion with what 2 inquired her friend, “ with
I:'om- charities, or mme?*  And she laughed so heartily at the

appivess of her own observations, that Elernor folt more annoyed
than ever by the unquestionuble merits of Mrs. West,

Thus friend, of friend shie might be called, was one of thess who
establishied intimacies withont aflection.  She had, consequently,
outlived so many, thot when she first made advances of a sccial
uature 1o the sewly marned couple, they determined not to bo
drawn into the snare. Miss Masterman possessed, however, the
strong recommendation of being excelient 1n an evening party,
for she could flet with the gentlemen, laugh at the ladics, and
render herself entertaning to all.  Alone, with one porsom, she
was o harsh, o too laboriously biliant to produce any pleasing
effect ; but as some of those gorgeaus flowers, which, when gather-
ed, are glanng and pamful to the eye, may yet adorn the parterse,
shie found o place in society, and wus thought to mingle well with
the eofier or more temperate varicties of human character.

Such, then, were the associates wham Eleanor drew around
hore—Lady Moraferd, because she was the fashion; Miss Master-
man because she made Bier drewing.room more attractive.

And now the formal visting had all been gone throngh, when
Frederick Bond proposed, all things being settled, to have a gen.
Ugiran's dmunerparty——anly a few friends—just the choice act
with schom he had been accustomed to dine in his bachelor days,
and who nw indulged themselves in many a sarcasm at his ex-
pense, beeause he had fately refused to join them in the accus.

tomed manner. For sumg wecks, nay months, he found hispeelf



