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To glvo a Heense to deal ont that which Intoxicutes, is virtually
Ycensing Intoxication, and all the mischiefs which follow, and
these arc many and awful.  When that acadly foc ie brought to
a place, however peaceable it might have been before, evils begin.
‘Without any sign, you may know it by a number of horses stand.
ing near, often cold and hungry : so that the the crucelty it acca-
sions to thesc noble useful creatnres, though nothing else were
taken into the acoount, by far outweighs, in the cstimation of
Gog, oll the good it ever did, or cando.  Within, attracted by the
report of their favorite drink being brought to the place, are the |
foolish, the idle and the vicious, spending their time and money, |
and lubour for that which satisfeth not: but, on the contrary, !
creates a craving insatiable as the grave, and ruinous as hell;
thus spending what ought to feed and clothe their familics, or per.
haps what ought to pay their debts.  In the meantime, babbling,
contention and horrid ouths begin, and, not unfrequently, strokes,
and woundy, and blood, and yolling, alarming the neighbourhood
at the distanco of a mile: and, to crown all, sumetimes death!
‘This creates works for courts and lawyers, and tukes nien often
far from home, at their own eapense, as jurymen, to scttle these
dranken broils. These are some of the fruits of liconsing this
traffic; and to lack for any good fruit from such a busincss,
would be to lonk for  grapes from thorns, and figs from thistles.”

Can men then make this traffic lawful? Men, in former
times, God grant that thoso times may not return! gave a
license or authority to hang or bum their fi low.men far reading
and believing thc Bible, instead of belioving what the Church,
i. e., the clergy twght them; but did that make the killing of
these men a lawful business?  If it were possible to hold a con.
vention of all the rulers on car®h, and they were to he unanimous
in granting licenscs to carry on the traffic in maddening drinks;
they could not make it any thing but just what it is—an enormous
ruinous evil. ‘Thosc who are engaged in it, ought, in order to be
safe, tu cxamine it according to the law of Gud, and not please
themselves with merely having the laws of men on thiir side.
They may now keop their consciences easy with the latter; but
lct them remember that they end the victins of their trade must
soon meet at the bar of Christ, the perfect final judge; let then
produce or plead ther license, and sce what it will avail tham.
They will then find that a licensc from incn and a ligense from
their judge are very different things,

‘What is a license, but an indulgence, authorizing all the cvils
for which drink fits men 7 Would it not be very proper for mea
in authgrity, to consider that to God they arc responsible for the
exercise of it—that all Jaw/ful authority wust be dorived from him,
and that all they do in their official, as wll as in private, charae-
ter, ought to be donc for his glory and the good of his creatures ?
They canpot but know, that much evil, morul and physical, will
be prcvcnted or encouraged, according as thcy act in this matter,
Necith «ﬁoultfi it be unworthy of their attention, to inquire who
are m:ﬁ%{mf being gratified, those who apply for an indul.
gence to dealMaut poison among their fellow-men, or thuse who
would restrain this cvil: the former can hardly pretend to be
actuated either by love to God or man; but by a selfish desire to
gain property ; while the latter certainly descrve credit for very
different motives.

What purpose can intoxicating drink answer, but to smooth the
way to hell, by blinding’s men’s minds, scasing their conscience ;
producing such views and feelings, as lead them to think that
they aro strong when they cannot stund; rich, when they are
penniless and in rags; happy when they are wretched and miser-
able, the scorn of their fellow.men, a disgrace to hnmnmty,
curse to their conncctions, and near clernal rum? What s the
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usc of this agert of Satan but to gralify the unnatural eruving of
durk, dreary, desolute souls, astray from the fountain of lifo,
beeause living witlrout Christ, without God, and without hope in
the world 7 Oh what a substitute this for the favour of God—tho
water of life, to which sinners are freely invited, and to which
many more would comc, but for this wretched substitute !

If ever men were led to commit too evils. forsaking God the
fountain of living waters, and hewing them out cisterns, broken
cisterns, (digging holes or pits) which can held no water; they
"are led to do so by the use of this beverage.  God speaks of men’s
'Lurning their back to him, as a most awfal evil; and whatever
men may say or think now, they must sooncr or luter find
things to be just what he declares them to be. They niay
call evil good, and good evil, flc wilinot, L:t God then be heard.
“ Be astonished O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be
ye very desolate saith-the Ford; for my people have committed
two cvils, &e.*—Jer. 1. 12, 13.

As an cxcuse for the cvils arising from this business, men
plead the necessity of taverns.  ‘Ihat hous. s for the entertainment
of travellers are necessary is admitted.  But how absurd mmst it
be to argue, that becanse such houses are nceded, therefore,
aleohol is also necessary ! Is not this, us Cowpen says, to

¢ Fling at your head conviction in the lump,
And gain remote conclusions at a jump.??

logic indeed worthy of the cause which it is intended t., wcrve.
If the delusion in which custom and the love of intoxicalion,
involved the minds of m2n were dispelled, they would see that
intoxicating drink in a tavern,isin no degrec more necessary
to travellers than a gallows in the back yard would be.  1fintox.
ication be not nceessary, that which preduces it cannot be so.
Ilow widely different s that which men often really do, from
what they design to do. In hicensmg taverns on the present plan
they are virtually setting up temples to bacchus, and thereby
increasing his worshippers, who are more numerous than the
worshippersof Jehoval ; and we may sayof them, as Dr Harrissay s
of the worshippers of Mammon, ¢ That there 1 no hypoents
among them.”

TEMPERANCE PUBLIC WOUSES.
To the Edutor of the Canada Temperance 4dvocate.

Sir,—It appears from a late number of the AZuocate, that at a
recent meeting of the Essex Temperance Union, ** it became a
maticr of enquiry, if @ person could keep a temperance house of
cntertainment without a heenge.”  You have answered that you
“know of no legal impediment,” which I have long considered ta
he the fuct. This subject has been (requently conversed about,
among temperance friends in the Western District. I am not
aware that the question has been started in other parts of the
country, arisiug from the fact, as I suppose, that u license hus
not been enforced by Magistiates in other Districts.  Here, how-
ever, as is stated by the Rev. R Peden, it has been enforced, and
the taxation exacted, under threats of prosceution. I could men.
tian the names of partics aggrieved, and comfortable temperance
houses have beon shut up, and several others not apened, that
would have been, but for the knowledge of the fact, that in this
District a license duty would be demanded by the Inspector;
whether under instructions from the Magistrates, or not, has not
appeared.

Previously to the last Session of the Magistrates, when the
licenses arc granted, T addressed a Memorial to the Bench, in the
hope of awakening attention to the question, and, if possivle, pre.
venting the continuance of what isrcally an injury to the teruper-
ance cause. It is doubtful whether any Magistratc saw the
Mcmorial, though its reccipt was acknowledged by: a seribe in the



