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An Explanation.

To the Editor of the Kecorp.

Dear Sir:—The attention of the Presby-
tery of Prince Edward Island has been called
to an inaccuiacy in your report of the Lawson
Appeal Case as part of the business before the
last General Assembly.  As the crror refers to
awatter of fact and materially misrepresents
the position of the Presbytety in the whole
case, I am directed to draw your attention to
the mistake and give ycu the simplest facts of
the case.

The error complained of is in the following
sentences:—“ Mr. Lawson is the editor of a
“ newspaper in which appcared unkind and
“ unchristian reflections upon the character of
“certzin members of the Presbytery.  Mr.
* Lawson had eapressed regret for his con-
“ duct and promised to anologize, but instead of
“ douing so scems to have added more fuel to
“the fire, and aggravated his offence.  The
“result was a hbdl, & The above extract
quite misrepresents the origin and nistory of
tite hbel case to which it refers.  Allow me to
staze the facts. Mr. Lawson, in his news-
paper, preferred charges of fraud and com-
phaty m fravd against a private citizen, 7ot a
member of the Presbytery. The said ciuzen
brought an action of damages against Mr,
Lawson 1n the il coarte. When, after
warious postponemenis, the action come to
tiial, Mr. Lawson settled it by paying costs
and furnishing  a  written  engagement to
retiact, in his  newvspaper, the ofiensie
charges.  Instead of his Keeping his pronuse
to retract Mr. Lawson repeated his ciiapes
vt maeased  asperity. The dtizen con-

cerned therecupon had Mr. Lawson arrested
and brought before the poice court on
charge ot crimirad hibel. After prelimunary
enquiry the pulice courtsent Mr. Lawson ap for
tnal in the airemt court. I thatcourt he was
tried, convicted, fined and imprisoned until
the fine was paud.

With all these procecdings the Presbytery
had nothing at all to do.  "Lhey simply lovked
on with humiliation and saw a muuster of the
Presbytenan Churcharraignedandconvictedas
a criminal.  They now called Mr. Lawson be-
fore them and demanded some explanation of
his conduct.  He explained nothing but justi-
fied himself at every point. then they
libelled him.  In the draft of the hbel sume
matters atfecting caitain members  of the
Presbytery were introduced, but in considering
the relevancy of the hibel these were struck
out.

It will be scen from the above statement
that your iepresentation of the case cirs in
three particulas: 1, The charges weie not
made agamst a member of Presbytery, but
agsainst a private muzen. 2, The promise to
retract was not made o the Freshhtery ot to
Iaw officers as the basis for settement of an
action for damages in the anil court. 3, The
Presbytery in dealing with Mre. Lawsen did
not seek to rediess its own wraongs but to
purge the character of the christun ministry
from the reproach arising out of tae fact that
one who hold the sacred ofhee had Leea con-
victed and punr:lied as a auninal

On Lehaif of the Presbhytery,
12th Decemocr, 1832, N.MCKAY.

Epiror’s Noik.- We are sorry for having
misrepresented the Presbytervo bt as we did it
mmorance, we hope to be toraven, and that
the above explaiation wil put an end to all
controversy on this subject.



