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seclusion from ibe rest of the world, have, in all pra-
balility, preserved their religious rites anchanged for
fitteen conturies. Mr. Salt, an English Consul, who
vieited that country, has furnithed a minute account of
the baptism of 8 Mihammedan boy, at which ha way
prosent.. o tellous that they first eizipped tho lad
of alllus clothing, and * washed bum all over very care.
folly in a large bmin of water,” which stood outride
of the church® Ile was taken to another placa, whero
was 3 emaller font.  Here ¢ the head priest laud hold
of him, dipping bie own handia the water, and cross-
od him on tha forebrad, pronousiting atitbe same  10-
ment, !(Georze § bapt ze theain the nameof the Father,
Son,” and Holy Ghost' Tue whole compwy then
knatt dcan, 2nd joined 1n reciting the Jonl's Pray-
rd.p. 152 . 1

Hore, in all probability, is the precite mode of bap-
tism whizh existed in the Church of Alexandriy, in the
fourth cuntury. It is scen at once, that tha Jewish
allution was a mera preparation for the baptum, which
was adminitered by a different person, from & dif
forent font, and with different words.  Mr. C. Laylor,
to whom tho wafter . this atticle is indebted for some
valuable supzestions, conglu-les bisinvestigation of the
subject as follows :—# Therclore, whusver adopts
tmmersion without pouring, may cestainly cluim all the
credit dunto the sevival of an angient Jewizh cere.
mony, sigmifyna death ;unt Christian buplism, ¥iguii-
ing life, they do not practise.”
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Caust: or T Conp Wraturir—TUauder this
head a late number of the 8. Louis Republican for-
nishes the following conjectures :

It is rintular that ibe unprecedented cold woather
which lias prevailed over the whole country during the
prosent wmonth of April, ehould not have attracted the
attention of the pressand the pubiic to the probable
cause. Thisis undoubtedly the prasence and rapid
approach of tbe camet now vi-ible in the evening oky,
whoso elements have been caleulated by the most cel-
ebrated astronomers of Evrope, aud which it it predie
ted by certain higthly respectable mathematizians of
Germany, will zome ia direst collidon with the carth
on the 10th of June prosimo. Thi« opinion bas been
mado lizht of by Plerceand other Awrrican astronos
mery, but whether probable or not, there is zo ques-
tioning tho fact that the comet bas entered the liunits
of the solar system, and i3 now approacking the carth
with fearful rspidity, as may be seen by the most cas.
ual observer, by noticing its daily increass in size.

Thera can be little doubt that the ex'raordinary
pbenomena witnessed in the weather during the month
is attributablo to this cawe. Eimilar changesin the
cfimate bave been ob<crved befors duning the passaze
of comets near tho carth.—The come? of 1856 is said
te bavs brought with it a dense and unplrasint fog
which lasted for twentyeone days; that of 1826 was
accompanizd by beavy riingand conscquent inunda-
tions; and dvery one must remember the onuszally
cold apdsevere weather prevalent at the time of the
appearance of the brittiant comet of March, 1843. “ILe
comet now approacking the earsh is that of Charles V.,
which first appeared in pesibelion in 1264, It may
be seen in a clear evening near B. Sagittar, and is
evilently nearing the earth with great rapiditr.
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Extracts from latcst Enzlish Papers.
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Ona Thoriday alternson, 14th ult., the Westminster
branch of the Soci:ty for the Propagation of t3¢ Gos-
pe! Leld its annual general meeting at Wills's-roome,
King atreet, St. James’s.  Ilis Graze the Archibisbop
of Cantesbury presided,and there were also present
tbe Bisaops of London, Durham, Oxford, Chicles:er,
Carlide, Lliandafl, Baih and Wells, Hereford, S:.
Asaph, Salisbury, Lichfi:ld, Kentucky, Victoria, An.
tigus, Jamaica, and Rupert's Land; the Earl of Car-
. aaarvdn, Kov. Lorl J. Tcyone, the Rev. T3 Caldwoll,
of Madras; the Very Rev. De{a‘n.Ncwn‘un. of Cape.
wwn ; the Deans of Westminater aod Canterbury ;

Canon Wurdswortb, the Master of the Temple, Mr.

Justice Coleridge, and many of the chie! metropolinn
olergy. The proceedings having beea opened with
prayer, the most rev. chairman bri:fly, addressed the
mesling, urging upon i's seridus considerstion the
eternal impottance of the great labour in which the
society was engaged, and called upon all to take their
port in the wisionary wotk which wasspreading the
#8m0 and Gosjelof the Lord throughout tlo land.
Tbe Eail of Canrmarver moved the first resolation,
whick besorght the Chuich at Jarge for siew and in-
-qroaynd efforts, tosustaio tbe mi&i?mr’t“ -eﬂ:o:l: of ‘be.
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society, and enable it to moot an annusl loss of £10,
000, which the diwontinuance of the collcolinn under
the Quocn's lettar had oceaionad it. Lo Bishop of
London se¢conded the roselurion, and sid be quite
opreed with the expectations of the noble lord that no
great ovil could arise to thy ciliciency of tho society
by the wilidrawal of tho sum pained from tho Quoun's
lettore, It but required that tho sxiety should throw
itwif openly and without reserve upon the good ol
in2s of the wembers of ths Church of England—un.
fid tho peeat fisld of its labuars beforv them—und
they would gain a for Jarger sum in voluntsry sid
than they bad evar i sined from s inavuciion of a
Royal lettor.  Let them ook to the general mass of
the Church of England—the prople in whose hearts
Lo was sure the Church was duily tabing 3 duepor
root—and in thew tho suiicty would fiudits sirenpih
to carry out amd-extend mill farther its misei nary
operstions through the beatben dependencies of Gieat
B iwin.” Tho resslution having Yeen cargied nem. con,
tue Hishop of Oaford proposed the sccond, pleduing
tbo twesting to support and furthur the efforts for the
spread of the Gurpel in India and the East, where
s large and imwmediate increaso in the gumber of
wiionary labouters were sorely needed:—

The Right Rev. prelate spoks at some lenath, and
with great eloquence and power, urging the respon.
sibulities of our pontiun as governors of Iudiy, whers
we had a population of upwards o: 184,000,000 uu-
der the government of the ¢rzwa, wi.b an, aditi ional
10,000,000 under its protec ion, asit was termed. It
was lebh tune that somertung was done wuls thess
souls. In 1814 the sew of Cilcutia was foundud but
whita see was it A sen luger than tke whole of
tho Usited Kingiddm, witha pupulation ot 286,000,000
intrusted to the overlovking of une man, who, basi g
a comcience, caifed loudly for asistance and a subdi.
visian of lis civee-e. Shivated ashe was now he was
the Biliop of a diccese, balf of whieh be could never
sz¢, of & cleray Lie could not adiive, «f a2 flck to
whem ho could not preach. Tospeak of that as the
see of Calculta wasto pars cff & fricd upon the pisus
sesibilitics of the Englah prople. Let tham bave
more Biskops in India, Bisho s in the nor:h as well
at the south, and he was giad and bap;y tu bolizve
that in & brief time Apra would be formed iuto a see,
with a Bithop of its own. Oncu they ot Bshops they
would soon get clerzy, and with clergy cawe all the
meaus of prace whizh so many of the natives wished
for, aud under tha ehalow of which they longed 10 »it
in quiet. The Rev. R. Caldwell, of Madraz, recond.
«d 1be resolution, bearing lugh testinony to the bap-
py results of the socicty’s laburs in the Last. He in.
swanced Tinnevelly, in wlich province Christian con.
s155aions bad beeu establishied in no less than 627
villages, and 42,000 mcn, women, and childrzn con-
vrrted, of whom 4,900 were conuuuni:aute, and 10
H adoos had also been sdniitted by crd.na ion to the
ministry.  This bappy result--wuct o1 whick waa due
to the ctiorts of the Church Misinaary Sociziy~~was,
hawever, by no means a solitary imtanie of ilie
spread of ike Gospel in she East.  Thc 1e-olution was
carried unammously. QOilier speskers alro adiressed
the teeting lu suppert of bis ohjects, and the jroceed-
inas terminated with the wsual firmalines, and a cor-
dial vote of thanks to ths most rev. chairman, which
was cartied by azclamaticn. A colleciim in a:d of the
fands of the Sicisty was wado at the doors, and was
“liberally responded to.
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Tho Turkish Missions Aid Society beld its anni-
ver:ary the day before.  The Ea:! of Shaftesbury
was to have presided but did no: arrive till half the
proceedings were over, the noble lord, whose func
tion as chairman-gencral of the May mneetings must
ba anything but a sinccure, beiag absent at another
similar gathering.: The report congratulated the
socicty on”tbe recent reforms in the direction of
religious liberty which kzd been deerced in Turkey,
the return to office of Redsehid Pacha,tho Mini-ter
most likely 10 carry them out, and the projected ese
tablishment of the Euphrates railways. The Ar-
menian mission of this socicty comprises 13 stations
and~ 18, out stations, at which are employed 24
American wmissionaries and 81 native assistants.  In
Constantinople, the ceatral ttation, tho report stated
there werc five churches, 10 * preaching places,”
,and 7 freo scbools ; the collective Sabbath congrega-
tiona numbered 593. The past year tad been ren-
dercd memorable by the ardinstion of the first
Mohammedan convert, Mr. Williams (Selim Agha).
The issuis from the Constantinople press last year
were 19,639 books and 8.300 tracts: ** the religious
press was as free in Turkey a3 it wasin England.”
‘Che Nestorian mission bad been subjecied to th®
fiercest persecution by the Persian- Government,
instigated by ' two disolute Bishops of the old
Nestorian Church;” but this persecution had nnw
ceated. The report concluded with gome remarks
in referemce to a proposcd new mission to Bulgaria.
\Qeveral Sir W ¥. Williame, of Kars, was the prin-
cipal speaker ; ba apoke veryiightly of the American

ivicsioparies.

The Earl of Shaftesbury, ia his

epoech, attributed the slow progress of Obristinnity
in the Eastern minds to the * pomps aod octewo- .
nios’> which had boen attached to it s— . .. .

I do hopo aud trust that tho exhibition of pure
Christiunity, of eimple, ovangolical roligiou, unno
compunicd by all thoso pomps and cerewonics, by
oll'thoso mischiovous forms, and spleudors, aml pa-
geantrics, which bave disgraved Christianity in the
minds of tho simplo Kasterns, which bavo,boen a
greater cause of its retardation thun all tho obstaglos
ruised againet it by powor, by argumont, by iguo-
ranco, aud’ by oversthing olso; so that nomina
Clristians aro moro to bluwe than the heatbien for
Christinnity net haviug boen diffused through the
longth and breadth of +%# world. X do hope avd .
trust, I suy, that, under cho blessing of Gud, the
exhibitios of His pure.Word, with varnestness, sim-
plicity, und pioty—tho exbibition of _that . Word
vithout uny of theso pageantrics, but. in ,simnple
truth and deconcy—will havo a great and _certain
cffect upen the minds of those to whom it is pro-
sented, and that weshall live to thank Ged that so
great o miraclo has beon asbievod ip our day.
One of tho most important of the remaining meet.
ings was that of the Colonial Church and School
Society, ot Freemasons™hall: presided over by Lord
Calthorpe, in the absenco of Lord Chulinendeley,
president. Tho incomc of this society is steadily
progressing, aud for the year ended 31t March lasy
was 17,264 The report, after detniling the pro-
gress of the society’s operations in Canads, amongst
the Ojibway and Oncida Indians, and amangst tho
cmancipated negroes of the Wes: Indies, stated that
ke Epi:copate of Dr. Ryan had been productive of
great blessings to the Mauritius, and the socicty’s
ission to lupert’s Land was about to be rezumed
at the express request of the Bishap. It twent on o
say that ithad been determined ¢) extend the society’s
operations for the spiritual welfarz of tho English on.
the Continent, a sub-committee had been in opora.
tion to carry out the exronded scheme, aund a special
fund had been opesed.  *¢ The comnitte: have great
satisfaction in annouiing that they are favoured with
the cordial co~operation of the Lourd Bishop of Lon-
don i their arrangemeats for the nomination of chap-
lains for the Continent, and that they have already
appointed several to iimnportant posts under his lord-
ship’s immediate sanction.””  The Bishop of Rupert's
Land was onc of the principal speakers.
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The Grand Duke Constantine, it is announced,
will visit ghe Queen at Osborne.  The invitation
which was conveyed through Lord Cowley, could
hardly have been cither omitted or refured ; but the
terms in which the announcement is phrased appear
to imply that the acceptance of it is no more than an
act of personal civility to her Majesty, and that he
will confine- Limself to paying bis respects to her
witkout making any public appearance.  So inde-
fatigable a sight-seer, bowever, in a lard of wmanu-
factures and machinery, will probably find total ab-
stineaco too hard a trial.
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The Record annouuces that 1he Alrizan mail has
broughit the fad tidings of the death of Ds. Weeks,
Bishep of Swerra Leone. He died on the morning of
the 25th of March, baving only returngd to Sierra
lirone on the 17.h ot tlat mon.h from visiting the
Stations of the Toruba missian of the Charch Mission-
ary Snicty. The African, s Sierra Le-one paper, aof
*bic 26th of Mlarch, pives the following account of the
ja:t u.oments of the departed Bihop:— o

Itis with a beavy beart 1hat wo bave to annoencs
to aur readers the Jeath of the Risit Rev. Dr. Weeks,
which 100k plags wbout a quarter to five yestercay
murning. ‘Tbe hopes that ‘were entertained that &
return to bis oxn bome and the care of friends might
contribuin to 16store his shattered frame bave proved
vam. e geadually sank from the morning of his
landing ca the 17th wnstant, and yielded up hig spirit in
sure bope of acemng Himin whom'he Ead believed.
A wost touch:ny incident occusred a few hours before
bisdeah. He wasaked bya.fiicnd, I¢ the, Lord
precious to yocr soul?” A smile. lit up the features
1:3t were alieady showing the effects ol approaching
di s:lution, when be desiberatelr speit the word 4preci.
ou,* pranouming each letter diginéily, and 1hen add.
et “rery” ‘Toecy were the last wordy which he was
beurd 10 speak, and suon after all that .was before the
erescf weep g ftirnds wis bus the cold and earthiv
tabernacle of tue departed spirit. Hie career asa
Bi hop, however shers, was memorable. He bad es-
tatd-hed a native mnitry. Seven nalivs catechists
Were adai‘ted by Lim to the Deaconate in thic colomy.,
aud, four in Abbeokuis. Bistop Vidal was only four-
teen months in actual residence 1a bie diocere, Bishop
We-ke was somn twomonths langer. The one was
>tiack down while young and full of life and hope ; the
otler had becn 8 veteran in his Master's service, asd
i lad'is the widst-of those to whom his name-hee
be:n asa housbold word, . N
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8ratn.—The repcrts of s plot” on tho part of the
King to restote the Carlist party to the throne com-

tinuo.tv bs circulated, fouaded on a “tale. dint h’u//



