Rat Portage Lumber Co.

—

THr COMMERCIAL VISITS THE MILLS OF
THIS COMPANY AT RAaT PORTAGH.

—

The oldest and probauly as yet tho
most generally important Industry of
the Lake ot tho Woods is that of lnn-
bering. Being the only avallablo
sovrce of supply of plne (in Western
Canada) for the treeless prairvie of
Manitoba, the manufacture of lumber
was early commenced on the Lako of
the Woods, and quite a number of mills
were ergeted and operated. The role
survivor of the various companies once
engaged bero and abt Norman is the
Rat Portage Lumber Co., which
owne two plants at each poins.  No.
£ plancr was burned th.s winter, hut
wilt probabiy be replaced. With
each of the other mills thero still Is a
complete planing mill.  No. 1 mil has
two band saws and a gang, No. 2 and

THE COMMERCIAL

A slde Industry as It might bo
glven, though it le@ one of counsider-
able Importance and growing magni-
tude i the sash and ‘door factory
which tg in very largo nquartors near
No. 1 pianing mi’l. It has wow w eca-
paeity of 100 doory and 250 windows
per day, having almast doubed its
outnut in the last year by the addition
of more maclhinery. The machinery
iv al’ speclally made, of most approv-
ed type, aund 19 constantly being added
to. It Is In charge of C. A. Moor, for-
merly of Brandon, Mau., and some 20
or 25 men and boys aro employed. Tho
requircmentg of the trade keep tho
stafl constantiy busy to keep up with
orders, and it is quite possible that
eastern or  immorted steek will be
practically shut out, This winter they
ave bringing B.C. eedar down to manu-
factare doors, cte. To give an  idea
of the gize of transactiuns; the firm
importg thelr glass dircet from Bo-
givm and have now atanding a $10,~
000 order for May delivery.

728

louse In Winnipeg, This busineass ls
in chavge of J. C. Graham as mannger,
A large stock of sash, dcors, mouldings
and other fNnishing material, manus
factured at the factory at Rat Port-
age, i carried at the Winnipeg
braneh, and the large business al-
ready worked up, has lully justilied the
meve of the company In extending its
business iz this form to Winnipeg.

Successtully Launched.

A WINNIPEG FIRM SUPPLYING THR
KLONDIRE TRADE.

The Vaneouver News-ddvertiver hag
the fu'owing refercnco to the new
packing hous? established in  that
city hy the Paysons Produce Co.,, of
Winnipveg:

To anyone unacquainted with the
whoresate provision trade of thls city
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PART OF THE RAT PORTAGE LUMBER COMPANY'S PLANT

No. 4, a.oircular and a gang =aw each
and No. 8 a circular saw. At Not 1
milf is a2 large box factory as well as
the plaming mili. The amount of tim-
ber workea up into lumber each year is
encrmous running away up into the
millions, and yct at times the coms
pany finds it hard to keep up with
orders from the growing trade of the
west. The logs are cut principally
on Rainy Lake and tributaries. To
bring them to XRat Portage dowa
Rainy River and the rapids, the Rainy
Rsver Boom Co. handles the logs for
o fixed charge and after they are all
dowtt the company's steamers tow
tlem acrosg the Lake of tho Wcods.
pfany ot the logs are cut on contract
and settlers on Rainy River are able
t» IiInd employment during wintern
montlis. ‘During the sawing season
some 400 men or more find employ-
ment fn the several mills and yards of
the company, and at present about
700 hands pre employed, mostly in the
{voods, ' '

No. 1 Mt

The officerd of tho company are D.
C. Caeron, president and manager,
WwWm. Robertson, sceretary, and J. E,
Young, cashier. In conversation Mr.
Roberteon remarked that the com-
pany’s purchases of produce, which
are all brought froamm Manitoba, were
a good sized item. “For instance,”
he said, *“this winter for the supply
of our winter Jumber camps we have
shipped from. the west 1 ear of butter,
2 cars bacon, 3 carg cattle, 4+ cars
dreased beef, 15 cars oats, 30 ears of
hay,” besides greeeries and other sup-
plics bouglt througls Winnipeg dea~
ers.

Next summer the company coxpects
to cut  $6,000,000 feet of iumber.
Abett 40,000,000 feet of legs have
been taken out this winter, and a
smafl quantity of logs are on hand at
the mills to begin operations on in tho
(;prlug. before the new cut can be got
.

Last fall the company opecned a
brapch wholesale sash and door ware-

NoO. 1 PramNiNG Miny,

Factony

a visit to the premises recently ac-
quired by the Parsons Produce Co., In
the Commercial block, Columbin ave-
nue, will give them an iusight into the
vast extent of jmport and export
trade that camnot Lut surprise the
wninitiated. The promises oomprise
the general counting house, manag-
er's office, and a large ware room on
the ground {floor. The sacond floor
contains the sausage and lard manu-
facturing and storage rooms, ~hile in
the spacious basament the pork-pack-
ing ana Jry salting  busincss, into
which tl» firm has recently ontered
ig carried on. Immediately adjoining
is tne smoke lhiouse, wluch is capable
of turning out 300 cured uams avery
twenty-four hours.

A Newe-Adverticer representative
reeantly pald a visit of Inspection ie
the establishment, over which he was
sliown by the cnergetic manager,
Charles Mine. At tho thmo of tho
visit, In the pork-packing department,
‘there had just hrrived o carload of



