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c a hanse or ictu1e, andi atiother saok coil.
taining a stone about as heavy as the
grain on the other sido as a inoans of
balancing it, the ;dea of balancing grain

witlî grain nover having crossed thoir
beniglited îninds. Thoe Hoosiers of Iii.
diania in eariy tituns got Jie credit of a
peculiar style of wveighing hogs, whichi was
ta fasteîî the porkor te oae end of a fonce
rail, a sto ta thc other end, balance the
arrangomont across a fonce, aud change
atones until an equai balanice wvas secured,
after which they guossod the weight of
the stone. Stupid as tiiese miythical ap.
pliances of early pioneors înay seemn, they
are not more so tlien wvhat is ac'complishied
by the postai ofliciai, wvho ignaros the
existence of eighty miles of railway, and
sends mails to points along the sait, ovor
rougli and! imperfectly graded roads, bc.
hind a teamn of spaviiied heorses or rinîg-
boned mules.

To get nt the oflici»], who is direvtiy
responsible for such stupidity as above
descrj!-d, wvouid bc a hopeless task. But
there is such a thing, as finding an official
who is net respoîîsible or ta blanie ini the
mattor. Such an ane wve have ini tho

*¶nspector of Post Ollices for the North-
wvest. By soine unaccounitable Ottawa
blunder wo have ini this position one of
the imnost oflicient oflicers in the civil ser-
vice oi Canada. This saine officiai could
grasp and bandie thîe whole diflicuilies of
his position during last year's ýduellion,
and securod ta thîe 't~ soldiers at thîe
front a mail .,eî'vice, alimost as regular as
that of the towvns o! 'Manitoba. Such an
officiai is net responsiblo for the stupidity
in connoction, witlî Southeï. Manitoha.
WVe knowv that long ago lie lias faithfully
roprcsented the case ini its proper liit ta
his se called superiors at Ottawa, an(i at
that head-quarters of official blundoniug
wo lay ail blame. WVo hold that theo lead
of the Post Office Departinent is directly
responsible, and this and otiior pices of
blunderin- under lus control, prove that
ho is cithler incompetont or wilf uily tarder.
It may bo that the lutter is the case, and
that so.ne, pioce of political "1tliniblo ri 'g.
ging" or "pick at the loop " requiros thînt
these contracts for carrying mails by stage
be kept in force umitil ai tci the next Domn-
inion ciection. If sucli is the case wo
wvouid adviso the people of Southern
1.Manitoba ta hauidie tlîeir own mail service
by appointing a special messenger on the
trainas. The exporimeuit would ho a pay.
ing one wve be* ,eve.

INÎ1E CLOSEà F151 SESO
The new ordor iin council wvhicli lias

clîawgcd the close season for whlite lisli ini

aur Northwestern lakoes, scomis ta bo con-
doned by ail ini this country, wvlo are
possessed of the knoivledgo and experience
îiecossary te f raîîîe a reliable opinion upon
tie subjoot, andi lias raised a storni ai ini-

dignaption sucli as lias seldomi iî ever fol-
lowed auy action ini our aliirs taketi at
Ottawa, anid the inystery ta ail such ini-

forîned people is, lîow c,,uld thîe Minister
ai M.arine undc Fisîjories lie porsuadod ta

sanctioni suchi an order 1
For several years tliere lias beeîî a fear

batli liere and in Ottawva, that sanie abuse
would crop up, wvhicli would have the of-
foot of permnaîently injuring if not deos-
troying oui' fislieries; anîd as tliese are
coîisidered se'conid ini importance only ta
our agricuiturai resouicos, tie fear wvas a
commiendable feeling. It lias pronpted
several piecos af protoctive logiblation,
and as thîe fisliories develop mîoreofa thes-b
will bo nocossary.

It lias been generally accepted liore
tlîat so".ioobetwveoî the heginning of
Octabec andi thîe inidle ai Novenîber the
wvhite fisli ini oui' lakes spawned. Thie
tiiine of spawvning soldoîîî exceeded fiteen
days, but it variod aocordiug ta tinie and
soason. 'f lie dates xîanied were supposed
te coveoi thîe autside linuiit uiider any cii-
cuîîîstanco. This luait was spocially fav-
orable for sanie hîuncircds ai peopie around
the lakes wlio lived mainly by the fislîing,
as it caine ini at a tiiane betwoen suîiiniier
fishiîîg and wiiter fisiîing on the ico, and
lias gatiîered arounci the lakoe quite a pop.
ulation. ai iîîdustrious people composed
largely of Ioelatidic sottiers, wvhi wvoro
quite an clonient ini the dovelopmoint oi
aur resources. But the inew Order in
Couîîcil chîanges the close season ta thtc
rathier lengtlîy period h)etveen thîe nmiddle
ai Naveinîber anîd thîe first ai February,
whlicl it is easy ta sec will eflcotually slîut
ail' thîe vinter isliing oporatiolîs ai the
people wvc reier ta, and xviII bave lîun-
cirods ai families witiiout a r. cans of sub-
sistoiice dîîriug tic bitiiîg inoîitiis ai win-
toi.

If tiiere was îîa argumenît against tlîis
newv arî'angoînent, but tiîat of hunianity,
wvo cannuot, seo how any M;Ninistor could re-
fuse te liave it roscinded. But the argli-

fient of' prote' à&oni -15 aIy strong, and
from fants gathcrcd (iuring tie past fow
weeoks froîn ail points on1 the lakes, it is
clear that if the îî'ctting of fisli is permit.
ted during the whole meontit of Qotober,
theo inost 'vwantoit slaugliter wvill o!îsue,
and a fow years will cîcan our lakes of
wvhite fislî ani other specica which subsist
upon the wvhite fisli. Thoro are mcn hoe
who romiember simiilar work before the
days of a close season, wvhen five canocs
landcd in a single day some ton thousand
fisi, ail or nearly ail ini n spawiig cof(i-
tien. It is needless to say that wvo do not
wishi to sec a repetition of sucli wanton
slauglîter, anîd wve question if an OrdPr in
Council or oveji an Act of Parlia-
ment wvi1I protoct those wlîo dare te engage
in it.

It is the casiost thin- ini the wotld for
a Doiniion MNinister to -et inisinformed
in a question of this kind, there are so
nîany parasites and interested barnacles
in Ottawva inisrepresenting affairs ini the
.Nortlîwest te in. 'Minister Foster can
easily -ot properiy infornmed in tlîis mattor
wvhen lie returns froîn his trip to British
Columnbia, ami once hie doos, wve do not
fear but hoe wili takie prompt steps to, get
the mistake rectified.

But thoro should bc care takon not ta
allowv this agitation tj carry niatters te a
foolisli extrome. Thiero are those -vho
wisli to inake the prosent a time to urge
the prohibition of the expert of white fish,
a step whiclî would so lesson the deniand,
as to inako the înploymient of the lîund-
reds of poor people en-aged in the fishing
unprofitall. WVo lope MJinister Foster
wvilI îîot bc inislod into this foolish stop,
for vo kniow% hoe xvii bo pressod an the
nmatter.

Sonke Uie ago wvo had occasion te refor
ta a class in this province, who wish ta
inmport the European vagary of valuiug
pheasants highoer than pensants. "Sports-
men " sucli people astentatiously dub
themelvcs, and assume thiat the interosts
of thoso ong-aged iii fishonries and those of
trade inust bo mnado subservient, te or for
that. matter trampleà on te suit their
wvhinis. This country devolops too many
practicai idoas, ta admit of such nonsense,
and wlîen industry and trade are served
sport wvill be attended ta. Thero is not
the slightest roason from a protective
point for any such prohibition, and ail it
wouid do, -,vould be to pan.per a ciass
wvhich embracos more n~orthicss loafers,
than any othor in the :Northwest,
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