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EXPORT ROUTES.

The loading of a cargo of wheat and
at Vancouver for export to
ith Africa by the ship Pythomene.
call attention to the possibility of
reely Increasing our exports of
grain and cereal products from Paci-
fic coast ports. The distance by the
madian Pacific Rallway from Van-
uver to Fort Willlam, on Lake Su
r, 18, say 1000 miles. At present
the export surplus of cereal products
m Manitoba and the Territories
to Fort Willam, where it Is
iransferred to lake steamers for lower
(ke ports, thence by the B nal or
by rall to an Atlantic port A small
ortlon of the crop goes all rafl from

nterior points to Atlantie ports.
Dividing the distance between Van-
ouver and Fort Willlam, we have,
sy 050 miles. This brings the en-
grain districts of Manitoba and
Assinibola territory nearer Fort
Willlam than Vancouver.
western part of Assinibola, west of
t Current, is nearer Vancouver
han Lake Superlor, but this part of
the territory is not a grain country
and does not produc any grain for
shipment. In the grain districts of
rta, however, the situation is dif-
ttlement in Alberta has in-
fast of late years, and
that part of the west will soon have
rge surplus of grain for export
From Edmonton to Fort Willlam, via
the Canadian Pacific Rallway, the
listance 1s 1,450 miles, while from Ed
monton to Vancouver it is 834 miles,
niking the latter port 616  miles
wearer than the nearest Lake Super-
or port. Other grain sections of Al-
berta are relatively In about the same
ion as Edmohton in this respect
Thi« shows that there would be an en
rmous saving in rallway haul if the
grain from Alberta could be exported
fron Pacific coast ports. When the
grun reaches Vancouver it s at an
1 port, while at Fort Willlam it
s+l a long distance from the sea-
board. The distance from Fort Wil-
ieni by rail to Montreal is 997 miles,
wnd Montreal is only a summer port.
i Willlam to St. John is 1478

wils; to Portland, 1,283 miles, and to
Bos'on, 1,830 miles. Thus, when the
gran from our western prairies

rea hes Lake Superior, it is still from
100) to 1,500 miles say from the At-
antic ports by rall. Of course, as we

A, very little grain goes ail
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rail to Atlantic ports. The wate
route via the lakes, however, involves
three handlings of the grain. It is
elevated at Fort Willlam,
again at lower lake ports

elevated
d again
1 port, all of which
adds to the cost of transportation to
the ultimate market. By the Pacific
ceast route there would only
handling.  This further shows th
81 advantage there would be in
shipping from Pacific ports, particu
lariy for the western portions of the
grain belt. By the Pacific ports there
would be no necessity for stor
grain over winter, to await the open
Ing of navigation In the spring, as is

elevated at the

the case with orts vie the eastern
lake route
The difficulty, of course, regarding

the Pa
of cere;

fic ports Is, that our exports
Is and cereal products go to
the United Kingdom and western Eu-
rope, and this would mean an oce
haul around the continent, it shipy
from a Pacific port. The
pect in working up an export trade
via Pacific ports would be In a
growth of trade with Australla,
South Africa and eastern Asia. The
construction of an isthmus  canal,
which would cut the continent of
America in two, and also reduce the
water route to Europe via the Pacific

chief pros
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in Western Canada. Home sales of
domestic makes no doubt Increased in
like proportion. In fact some of the
Canadian factories were so busy with
the domestic trade that they were able
to give very little attention to export
business. No doubt the growth of ex
port business was retarded by the
large demands upon manufacturers
from the home market

There are some pecullarities about
our implement trade, as shown by
the table of imports and exports. To a
considerable extent our imports are
made up of exactly the same class of
£00ds as the exports. About the only
difference is the brand, or the man. “s
name. While our implements compete
on even terms In forelgn markets and
are considered equal to the best, at
home a number of people evidently be-
lieve that imported articles are bet-
ter, for they pay the higher prices
necessitated by the duty for the im-
ported goods. While Canadian me-
chines have taken the highest awards
in forelgn lands in competition with
the world, at exhibitions and fleld
trials, at home they are regarded by
some consumers as inferior to forelgn
makes. Different makes of machines
may perhaps be better adapted than
others to conditions pecullar to certain
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the report, without going into the
question to any extent

One point which Is evilent In the
consideration of the question is the
strong feeling of sympathy which ex-
Ists among the members of the board
in favor of British Columbia Interests.
It seemed to be the feeling that as it
Is & western Interest which is concern-
ed, It deserves the sympathetic assist-
ance Jf the Winnipeg board in every
way possible. There Is another feat-
ure which is worthy of notice. This
vas volced by Mr. Ashdown, and no
doubt represented the general feeling
of the members. Canada has at the
present time a protective policy in ef-
fect. Whatever party politiclans on
either side may declaim, this fact re-
mains. This being the case, why should
not western interests be protected as
well as eastern ? The lead rining In-
dustry is a western interest. It is one
of the very few interests which the
west has, to protect. Then why should
it not be Included in the general policy
of protection ?

The west is occasionaly lectured by
castern  journals and politicians for
lack of sympathy for the *“nation
policy of protection. The people of
the west have been told that they
should submit to the payment of high

Farm

H

of W. 8, Randall, Shoal Lake.

by over one half, would perhaps pe
mit of grain exportation even to
rope via Pacific ports.

EXPORT OF FARM IMPLEMENTS.

Canadian exports of implements and
farm machinery are somewhat larger
than many people imagine. Our ex-
ports of implements make about the
largest item on the list of exports of
finished goods. Some commodities
classed as manufactures, such as
wood pulp, for Instance, show a larger
volume of exports than implements,
but these cannot be classed as finish-
ed goods. While wood pulp Is in a
sense a manufacture, it is In another
sense a raw material. The following
table shows both our Imports and ex-
ports of implements for a serles of

Year. Imports. Bxports.
1806 07 596,27
= B8
1%08 63
109 1,867,228
1000 1,608,681
1901 1,820,800
Total 99,944,

It will be seen from this table that
our exports and imports of implements
practically balance, taking the figures
for a serles of years. Imports In-
creased very largely last year, due no
doubt to the great Increase In trade

alities, and this may account in
cases for the preference for im-
ported lines. The main reason for the
imports, however, is probably custom.
People often become wedded in their
notions to a certain article which they
have used, and they think no other is
quite as good. They will have the
particular article which they have wied
in the past, regardiess of cost.
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BOARD OF TRADE AND THE LEAD
Y.

As will be seen lvy the report of the
annual meeting of the Winnipeg Board
of Trade, published in The Commercial
this week, the board had declared
In favor of protection for the lead in-
dustry. It must not be understood
from this that the board is in favor
of protection as a principle, The Com-
mercial is not, of course, speaking of-
ficially for the board, but simply from
& general knowledge of the facts which
govern the situation. Outside of the
mi te of the board who undertook
a stud” of the question, and possibly
two or three others, it Is not likely
that the members had any very clear
idea of the situation as regards the
lead-mining Industry in Canada. The
committee reported in favor of pro-
tection for the lead mining Industry
and the board simply voted to endorse

duties in favor of eastern Industries,
-ause the east has expended much In
developing the west. Western people
18 @ rule admit neither the truth nor
the logic of this statement. When it
comes to the protection of & western
interest, however, the boot is on the
other foot. The result is that we see
eastern Interests are strongly opposed
to this feature of protection. Bastern
manufacturers who want cheap lead
as a raw material, are the main ob-
stacle In the opposition to the protec-
tion of the lead-mining industry. They
will take all the protection they can
get, but don’t tax the materials they
are obliged to purchase. This, of
course, is one of the contradictory
features of a protective policy. What
1s one man’s manufactured product, is
another's raw material.

Of course there are two sides to the
question of protecting the lead-mining
industry, and two very Important
sides, too. Liite almost every other in-
terest where tariff protection is con-
cerned, a great deal can be sald on
both sides. The board, however, did
not go into the question deeply and
was Influenced mainly by the consider-
atlons here stated.

The last day lies hid;
watch every day,




