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Tho oditor of THE Ca1T101s responsiblefor theviews expressedin Editorial Notesand
Articlos, and for such ouly ; but the editor is nut to bo understuod as andorsing the senti.
ments oxpressed in the articlos cuntributed to this journel, Our readers are capable of
approviog or disapproving of any part of an article or contents of the papor; and after
exercising due care as to whatis to appoar in our columus, we shall leave tho rest to their

iatelligont judgment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The women of Sweden rejoico in a flourishing Matrimonial Insurance
Company. The object of the company is not to insure married women, but
to insure sp'nsters against tho failuro to marry. All of tho mombers are
young and eligible womor, who pay a ewa'l monthly tax  The company
looks up husbands of all varicties, and if, at tho age of forly years, their
clionts aro still unmarried, a weekly allowance is guaranteod.

Many experiments havo been tried on logs in order to preservo them
from the effect of water A now method has beon introdueed in Austria
which promises to become widely used. As soon as tho treo is felled a
solution of zinc chloride is driven throughout the timber by means of a
force pump. When a sufficient forco has been obtained a sap of zinc chloride
will be seen issuing fr m the furthest end of the tree. The wood thus
impregnated is said to be impervious to any form of moisture.

Tho city of Boston, that bub of the Universe, whera tho most refined
essonce of Freedom is in vogue, has a nmew law upon ita statute bouks.
The city Board of Aldermen are thin-skinned, tho digni'y of their angust
body has beon assailed by tho press, the streot gamin, and, worst of all, by
the actors of tho theatres. This last straw was too much for the majestic
corporation—hencoforth it is decreed thatany theatro manager who permits
any jocular reference to an aldorman sha'l straight-way loso his license. Is
this democratic tyranny 3

Tho Cauadian Government, after receiving reports from oxperts, has
wiso'y decided to protect tho oyster fishories of the Mariti.ae Provinces. It
appears that some of tho methods praclised by our fishermen are exponsive
and destructive Tho biva'ves of all sizes are raked up, .he unmarket-
able ones being destroyed instead of being relurned to the water The
exports found that in a raking of two hundred oysters there wero only fifty
suitab'e for commereial purposes—thorefore they conciude that three
oysters aro destroyed for overy oyster marketed They also roport that win-
ter fishing is abused, that the refuse oysters are left on tho ico until spring
when they crash down upon tho beds and destr y the young sholls. 1t
would certainly be a calamity if ouronco excellent oystcr beds should bo
al'owed to deteriorate, or that the supp'y should be diminished. The
nowly patented oyster-cage, which we havoe already noted in our columns,
seoms to us ono of the most economical and safo devices over bruught before
oyster-culturists,

Statistics havo recontly Leon taken on the very interesting subject of

tho sexes in relation to ciimo. In the prisons of the United States for
instance, there are confined fur tho vause uf sume degree of criminal homi-
cido, 17 male oftendors to overy fomale offendor. For minor erimos thore
is a showing of 11 males to every fomale offender, Even in Europe, whore
women roceive far less kindness, and where that powerful incentive tocrimo,
povorty, is more prevalent, the male offenders are largely in the masjority,
In Franco and FEngland the crimin.l rates are 5 malos to overy femalo,
Giermany is within a fraction of the same, and Austria shows 14.8 fomales
to ovory 100 males. It would seem frem a study of these statistics that
the suporior moral power of women was vindicated.but political philosiphors
very ungallantly ascribe this comparative immunity of famales to crime, to
their feoble physical powers, and their sense of social restraint. While we
do not doubt that theso sexual rostrictions encourage morality, weo aro
confidont tho s:ntimental philosophers are not far astray when they affirm
that the moral standard of women is lofticr than that of men.

Altheugh troulle is threatening in Afghauvistan which pessibly may

result iu war, thero is still s greator probability that the affair will be diplo-

matical'y arronged. Afghanistan is what is huaown as a @ buflor state,” It

is under the protcction of the Indian Government, from which it receives

monoy, arms and amunition so long as it is loyal to British interests. Rus.

sia, though bound to respect the Dritish Protoctorate, has on several ocea.
siors enrroached upon Afglani-tan territory. Recently a large Ludy of

Turks, comrianded by Russian oflivers, tovk up a strung position in the

Pamir. The Amecor of Afghanistan has resented this invasion, and one

indccisive conte:t has already taken p'ace. Great Dritain is pledged to

defend the State, but asthe tribemen resent oven a friendly invasion of theic

territories, and 1o Groat Drituin is unwilling to Lo draww iuty anenormously

CXPELsive CatLpaigh, Lo activl has boon tahon.  If Kusaia's policy 1s to pro-

voke a cuntest the Mahomedans of Indis and Central Asia wili speedily

unite with the British forces for the protection of the whole continent.

Tho most serious difficulty with which Britain hasnow to dealis the failing
hoealth of the Ameer. In the ovent of his death a suceessor to his position
must bo found who will be friendly to the Protectorate, popular with the
people and impervious to Jtussian bribes.

The Carnegio Rivt has Leen beneficial to the United States in some very
unexpected ways. Some inteiesting side issues have sprung up, among
uthors & very vigurous protest against Foreign Immigration. It now trauns-
pires that nine tonths of tue mub of strikers were toreigners, that 1s, that
tho so called “murderous clement” was non-American. So long as the
present immigration Jaws are in forco, just 80 ng will the American laborer
be displaced by the fureigner who can work for less wagos. Atthe Carne-
aio works it was neces:ary w vinploy interpreters to accompany the inspect-
ors, su great was the foreign c.ement. Many of theso immigrants were
lawless in their native country—thoir departure was encouraged and aided
—in shott, a good proportivn of the refuse of l.urope has been duwped on
the American shore.  Thoroe is a great fio.d for theso imnugrants in the far
west, but fow of them leave the seaboard cities,whero they are but at best a
draz upon the public The poor housos ars sought by thousands of these
cteatures, as if tu receive charity 1o the Unitgd States had beon the objoct of
their journoy. What is needed is not the stoppage of rmimigration, but
some legislation by which tho immigrants may be remuved to the districts
where their labor is needed, and where they will avt enter 1nto an unjust
competition with the American laborer of the seaboard.

The methed used in modera Greek clections 18 both simple and thoraugh.
Tho rival candidates are each backed by ton  spounsors,” who help to put
up the sum of 200 francs for each man, towards defraying the oxpenecs of
tho olection. Each candidate must call personally on every member of his
party and on all voters whoare notidenuified withany party. Tho Ameri-
can mothods of * booming " candidates by processions, exhibitions of
pottraits and the woaring of embloms are resorted to. The batloting itself
is secret, and a church or a scbool-house is usuaily chosen as the poliing
place. Tho vuters entor singly, their right to exercise the franchise 13 ascur-
tained, and a small lead ball handed to each. The ballot box which in
appearance is not un.ike 8 magic lantern 18 divided 1nto two parte.  If the
ba.l is dropped into the right nand divisiun a vote 18 counted tor tho candi-
dato whoso name 1s writton on tho outside of the box. If tho billot 13 put
in tho left division a vole is counted against the cand.dste. Tho elector 18
then given apother ball which he doposits as ho choses 1 the box bearing
tho name of the rival candidate. In case thers ave soveral candidates tho
samo simple mothud is followed, each elector vouing for or against evory
candidate. When the polls aro closed tho balls are run through apertures
in the bottom of cach eection into grooved boards. One board contains the
voles cast fur the candidato while tho othor rogisters the votes agarnst him.




