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PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

We note that the Governmont proposes sending Mr. Cunningham
Stewart, of tho postal department, across tho water to study thoe postal sys.
tems of Great Britain and tho contivent of Europe. This 18 a move in ths
right direction, for in vo depmtmont of the public sorvico is thorough reform
more needed than in our postal system,
intolligent observation, an ability to discern a real improvement whon he
sees it if ho is imbued with a desive to faithfully perform theduties which |
aro tho ostensiblo object of his mission ; and if he is capable of absolutely |
divesting himself of all prejudices in favor of what his oflicial traming and
habits havo made custowary to him ; it is in his power to render servicos
that will bo of incalculablo bonefit to this country. There is no doubt that
ho may learn much in Great Britain, for we are in many respects bohind the
mother country in our postal mothods. But in Coutinental Europe ho will
find that tho greatest strides in the line of improving and perfectiug tho pos-
tal sorvice have been wade, In France, Russia, sud Gormany—cspectally
the latter— tho subject has beon carofully studied by the best minds, and the
highest porfoction has been altained that the science has reached.

Among the many points which wo would respectfully suggest to him to
study may be named tho German systom of insuring lotters with valusble
contents, instead of tho crulo and practically useless plan of registration in
vogue here. Another, is the plan of the post oflice undertaking the for-
warding of goods, c. 0. d. from place to place, and advancing to the shipper
a proportion—say two-thirds—of the face of his bill on shipment, and the
balanco on tho delivery to and accoptaneo by the shippee of the goods, thas
allowing the shippor the immediate uso of a portion of hie capital. A por-
tion of Mr. Stowart’s timme might be profitably omployed in cuquiring into
the subjects on which candidates for appointment to the postal service are
oxsmined. He will find that in most European countries candidates are not
oxamined on absurdly irrelevant topics such as history, abstruse niathoma-
tics, otc., 03 they are hore, but thoy must boe thoroughly conversant with at
least two modern langnages besides their own.

Ho should not be content with merely visiting post oflices and interview-
ing postmasters concerning the objocts of his mission. o should go to the
men from whom the postal authorities of othor countries are not teo proud
to acknowledgo that they obtain the ideas which they putinto practice,
Philatolists and philatelic socictics have mado mattors connected with or
rolated to the postal service their constunt and absorbing study for many
years. They have mastered the science—if such it may be called—and can
botter than any other men point out the excellencies and the defects of tho
various oxisting systems. \Wo can assuro him, that from theso men and
theso socicties ho will obtain more practical information, and derive more
useful instruction, than from any other class ; and if he applies to thom he
will boe ccurteously treated aud assisted in overy possible way. Our own
impression is, that a practical philatelist would make the best commissioner
that the Government could send on such a mission, because ho wonld necos-
sarily possess nearly, if not fuite, all of the desirable qualfications for the
porformance of the duties that would devolve upon him. Among those
whom woe know to be thus specially qualified for this mission may be named
Major Todd, of tho Governor-Geuersl’s Iloot Guards, one of the assistant
Librarians of Parliamont, and Alderman Hechler, of this city. Both of
them are enthusiastic philatelists, good linguists, havoe studicd postal matters
for many years, and being on corresponding terms with all Furopean phila-
tolic sociotios, would render splendid service, if they could bo indueed to
underiake the work which is particnlarly adapted for specinlists.

——y -

“« BLUE-NOSE GRUMBLING.”

The tenor of Mr. Addison F. Browne's article, under the above caption,
in the Philadelphia American, renders unnecessary any apology to our
readers for continuing our discussion of it.

Speaking of the deficit of the Finance Minister's budget, Mr. Browne
continues :—* If this cxcess of expenditure over incowe has been occa-
sioned in the legitimate developmont of the country, patriotic Canadians
will find no fault, and by every means in their power will cheerfully assist
the ex-high commissioner to square up his books. In this matter, as in all
others that pertain to the general government, we, who are not ambitious to
be called Canadians, have to bear our full share of the expenses, although
onur income from the Dominion treasury, beyond radiant promises, is not
worth describing.”

We put the plural personal, and possessive pronoans in italics, because
we cannot help remembering that the gentleman who waxes pathetic over
the woes of Nova Scotiz, is not even a naturalized British subject, and this
fact strikes us in the way of evidence of the extreme artificiality of the
whole special pleading.  * We, who are not ambitious to be called Cana-
dians,” is the key note to which the Jeremiad is carefully attuned. It is
curious that so many people do not sce through this sort of thing. We
have, aforciime, said that American abuse and depreciation, pessimistic
augury, and what not, were the measure of the national value of the C. P,

Americans well knew that the completion of the C. I R. was the
building of a nation. The C. P.R. s 2 fail accompli, and our cousins,
aided by Canadian annexationists, are now doing their best to insert the
thin end of the wedge by means of * Commercial Union."

But, to revert to Mr. Browne, patriotic Canadians do nef find much
{fault. There is, no doubt, a goodly (or otherwise) array of un-patriotic
Canadians, but we may be excused for believing that they are not a
majority.

Mr. Browne taxes Sir John with hoodwinking a meeting of manufacturers

I It scarcély presents itself to us in this light. On the contrary, it seems y,

If ho takes with him a power of |

just before the last gencral clection, and sneers at their facility of belief,

——

us the p-einest common sense that a body of gentlemen, who, collectivy)
have sunk millions in native manfactures, should by every means in M,'
power fight against ruin in the shape of American competition, abetted y
home by those who are too faint-hearted, or too sullenly discontented,
stand by their own nationality.

In the eyos of this class, the following passage will, doubtless, by,
weight. In the matter of the increase of duty on pig iron—" The i
miners,” say> Mr, Browne, “ and those directly connected with them, wjy
join in temporary advantage. But at least 400,000 of onr 450,000 of pope.
lation cannot hope for anything save severe hardships without compeny.
tion."

Well, if one-ninth of a population is hencfitted by a fiscal measure, itj;
a population not to be sncezed at.  And what is the extent of the “.wy,
hardship,” (elsewhere, we have seen it is ¢ crual hardship”), foreshadawe
to the rest?  Will it amount 1o more than a cent or two enhanced price g
any individual too), or a few cents on any machine? Truly, a heart-brak.
ing tyranny. .

\We also fail to see that the amount of $380,000, our **income from th
Dominion treasury,” is not wosth describing. It may be convenient to evagy
the description of it, as it is only natuml to suppose that some small, by
still worthy, portion of it finds its way into Mr. Browne's pocket, in the
shape of honoratium for his advocacy of annexationism.

But iron is not the only mining in Nova Scotia, ‘There is coal, and Iy
us see what is the amount of “cruel hardship” which has been infliny
upon the Province by the diminution of the export of that article to the
States, and whether or no that diminution is not compensated by inter.Pry-
vincial consumption.

The “ Report of the Department of Mines of Nova Scotia, for 188,
gives (p. 50) a table of export to the United States from 1850 to 188,
inclusive, 37 years The largest export to the States in any of these years
was 465, 194 tons in 1865 ; the next largest, 404,232, in 1866. Followig
these figures in gradation, are 347.504 in 1864; 338,492 in 1867; 282,93
in 1863 ; and 50 on, in diminishing quantities in various years, down 1
34,483 in 1885, and 60,646 in 1886.

On the other hand, the sales to the Province of Quebec (p. 46 X
amounted, in 1885 to 493,917 tons; and in 1886 to 538,762 tons.

Again, we have reached our limit of space, but we have yet some
instances to cite of the progress of the manufactures of down-trodden and
deplorable Nova Scotia under the regime of protection from Americin
slaughter,
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PRIMOGENITURE ALOLISHED BY THE HOUSE OF LORDS

The Irish Question has so absorbed public attention that littic heed hx
Leen given to other important legislation that has been passed by the Brt
ish Parliament. The House of Lords, composed as it is, of the great titld
landlords of the Kingdom and the Bishops, (the latter influenced, perhaps,
by the fear of disestablishment, being more opposed to reforms than the
temporal lords), has earned for itself the reputation of blocking, until foreed
to yield to the irresistible demand of the public, all legislation tending
weaken the powers or privileges of the landed classes. It was with genuine
surprise, then, that it was learned that this most unprogressive branch of
the British Parliament had passed a bill abolishing the law of primogenitare
in Great Britain. This, as we understand it, does not directly interfere
with the law of eriail, but it strikes at the root of the principle of tha faw,
and effects a radical improvement outside of it.

Hitherto, with one or two notable exceptions, as in the County of Kent,
where the ancient gavelkind tenure, of which a principle branch was the
joint inheritance of all the sons, has been zealouely preserved, the law of
the United Kingdom declared that when any psrson died intestate—that &
without leaving a will otherwise regulating the succession—then the eldest
son or his heir should be entitled to all the heritable or real estate, hor-
ever valuable, and that the personal property should be divided among the
other representatives. Where the heir considered it to his intcrest, he had
the option of collating with his brothers and sisters, or G*'-ar represents:
tives. in other words, to throw the real'and personal prope tv iuto anel,
and have it divided equally among them. Briefly stated, this wus the much
decried law of primogeniture, and the effect practically of its abolition nor
will be, that collation will take place in all cases of intestacy,

The new law will not interfere with the power of any testator devising
his property to such persons as he may desire, but in striking at the princ:
ple that mere precedence of birth gives rights of itself without the expres
sanction of the parents, the bill is a significant democratic victory.
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The general press has contained repeated accounts of the remarkabie
case reported by Dr. M. H. Lockerstein, of Chicago, in the effects of nitro-
glycerine in resuscitating life. His patient was 2 woman, who sank rapdly
and was apparently dead. An action of the heart was imperceptible, the
temperture of the body had fallen to gz deg. F., and every indication of
death was present. A solution of nitro-glycerine was administered hypo-
dermically, when there was a gasp, followed by three others within a minute.
During the second minute six respirations were noted, with a faint fluttenag
of the heart, but no wrist-pulse was discernible. During the third minsie
eighteen respirations wcre evident and a festle pulse. During the fouth
minute the pulse rose to 180 and above, the face was flushed, the epes
rolled, the muscles slowly relaxed, and the patient becany: comfortable.
These data are quite unique in character, and, if substantiated by later
rescarches Ly Dr. Lockerstein and othors, may lead to most important a4
valuable applications of the drug.
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