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by the failures in thoe British navy, have!
not been appliod so advantageously as we'
would suppose a peoplo possessing their:
reputation for sagacity, wonld apply them.
Tho faot, howeover, seems Lo bo that they
are blest with engineers who have certain,
theorios, or, more properly speaking, ;
crochets, and for tho salke of demonstrat.
ing these, they risk tho usefulness and
veputation of their navy.

Very successful in th¢ construction of}
Monitors for coast and river purposes, tho
Awerican Naval engincers have cudeav.
oured to create a sea going fleet built upon
the same principles, This experience is
beginning to demonstrate, to their great dis.
satisfaction, as altogether impracticablc,l
but it1s not till after they have spent sever.
al millions of dollars that they realize the
unpleasant fact. The transitien state of
Naval architecturo at the present day natur-
ally induces Navy failures, but it is sheer
absurdity to goonconstructing aclassof ves. |
sels which experience proves to be def-
ective, if not altogether useless.

THE ASSASSINATION |

The exammation of Whelan on the charge |
of the murder of the Hon. (. D. McGee was
resumed on Thursday last and continued
on Friday and Saturday when a great mass
of evidence was adduced ail of which strong |
ly confirms the opinion that Whelan is thet
actual murderer, it also appears that he had
«(uito a circle of accomplices both in Ottawa
and Montreal. In the latter city a Fontan
Circle has been discovered and all the docu-
ments connected therewith, mcluding rolls
of the members and their proceedings
have veen seized and are now in possession
of tho authorities. One Doody was head
Contre in Montreal, who, witha great mang
more, is now in custody. It is said that the
Government arein possession of all the facts
and justice will notbe long overtaking tho
murderers,

S ————
——

A Rifle Club has been formed in Ottawa
under the namo of the Metropolitan Rifle
Club, it 1s composed of a number of the
leading Volunteer and Militia officers who
havo before done so much to make tho Rifle
moetings at Ottawa so pleasant and success-
ful, we understand it is the intention of the
Club to hold a towrnament some time dur-
mg the approaching season which we have
no doubt will be a great success.

The Domwmion Parliament has voted the
sum of §1,200 annually to the widow of the
late Hlon T. D. Mcice, and $4,00¥) gintuity
to cach of bis daughters.

Wapublish in the present number the
first lettor from our Montreal correspondent,
who will heveafter furnish us with regular
reports of all Volunteer matters oceurring
in that city. . .=

BATTALION CORREESPONDENCE.
FROM MONTREAIL:

(BY QUR OWN CORRESPONDRNT.)

On tho evening of the 9thof April a large
meeting of tho ofticors of the Volunteer
force was held;in the Victoria. Armory;
Colonel Dyde presided; there weve also
present, Idout. Col. Smith, A, A, G., Col.
McPherson, D. A. G., Brigade Major Bacon,
Lieut. Col, David, and other Volunteer
officers. Colonel Dyde snid ho had cilled

this mecting to express in ths name of the
"olunteer forco of Montreal, their utter ab-
horence in the late dastardly assassination
of T. D. McGee, and to express their sym-
pathy with the widow and orphan. After
paying a tribute to the gifted and other
noble qalities of Mr. McGee. Col. Dyde said,
that he intended to issuo an order for a
gencral turn out of the wholo Volunteer
orce to join in the funeral obsiques. Licut.
Col. Usborne Smith said, Mr. M ‘Geo was the
true friend of the Canadian Volunteers, and
he could testify to his labors on their be
half, and thus we must consider him to-
night not in the capacily of statesman
writer or orator. After expiating on his
great grasp of mind, which enabled him to
know fullwell how important was the de-
fence which stout and willing hearts could
circle that constitution and that flag for
which he labored when living, and on which
dymg, hohas left the signet of a martyr.

Lieut. Col. Smilie then moved **that the
officers, non commissioned officers and men
of the Volunteer force of the city receive
with the most profound feeling of horror
and indignation the intelligence which has
informed them of hecowardly sassassination
of the patriot, the Hon "I'. D. Mc(iee, which
with the most respectful sympaty for his
widos and family, they hereby desire to
record.

Licut. C'ol David said language failed him
to express his feelings on the occasion, to
the truest friend the Volunteors ever had.
He felt sure that the nation would demand
that the matter besifted to the very botiom.
He knew all the Volunteers would second
his jmotion.

‘The resolution was now put and carried
unauimously-

Licut. C. P. Davidson, Victoria Rifles, said
he was personally acquainted with Mr. Me-
Gee. 1lis loss was felt by all classes, as he
was & friend to, and a well worker for every-
one, he was & great favorite, especially
with young men, with whom he employed
much of his time. Ile posessed 2 most
gifted ecloquence of speech, and on the
dryest subject he was most versatile, he
Licutenant Davidson, too, thought the
matter should Le thoroughly sifted. Lhe
memory of Mr. McGeo was written in their
hearts, and the nafional monument would
be thecountry he had assisted to consoli-
date, he would therefore move the following
resolution : ¢ that the members of the Vol-
unteer force desire to express their obliga.
tion to Colonel Dyde for having afforded
them an opportunity of recording their feel-
ings on this sad occasion, and they confi-
dently pledge themselves that the force will
m[r_y out such orders as they may reccive
with respecting to paying the last tribute
of respect to the memory of the murdered
patriot with the most heartfcit willingness
and energy.

Sergeant Bowden, o the Montreal Ficld
Battory, briefly seconded the motion, which
was carried unanimously. Colonel Dydo

said ¢hat orders, as, o the time, placeof
assembly would bo duly issued. A vote of
thanks toCol. Dyde was then passed.

Never has Montreal witnessed a more
imposing and mpressive pageany than that
affoided on Monday last, in the funeral of
the lato lamented and gifted orator, Thos.
Darcy McGee. Tue whole populace vied
ono with the other, in doing honor to his
remains. At any oarly hour preparations
wero visible, and military and citizens might
be scen 6n the move to their respective
rendezvous, at night the whole city seomed
astir. ‘Tho houses and stores all profusely
drapped in black, and flags half-mast, added
much solemnity of the scene. A continuons
stream flowed into St. Cathwine street
towards the residence of the late orator, and
also to the immediate ncighborhood ol
St. Patrick’s Church. The day was fine, and
the air just cool enough to make it fresh
and invigorating: the sun shone bnghtly,
and naturo arrayed itsedf in all its spendour
as if to graco the scene. The funcral cortego
left his late residence at 9145 for St
Patrick’s Church, where mass was porform
ed, and n most impressive and eloquent
sermon, delivered by the Rev. Father
Farrell, full of encomiums and praiso of the
late patriot and statesman, more beautiful
and “touching language than that which
characterized his address, it would hardly
be possible to conceive, and many of his
hearers warc moved f{o tears,and wept
audibly. The procession then wended its
way to the French Cathedral, where the
s Libera' was sung, after which His Lord
ship delivered a short and impressive ad
dress, touchingon the melancholy occaston,
atjthe termination of which thélinc of march
was again talken up, and the procession
moved with slow and measured space tv the
Roman Catholic Cemetry, the yarious bamds
of music with, their mournful strains addang
muchsolemnity to the scene. The Volunteers
turned out en masse, there were Y -esent
Grand ‘frunk Brigade, Artillery, Major
Stratton; Ilochelaga, Captain Geddes;
Royals, €Captain Savage; Montreal Light
Infantry, Captain Smith; Eungineers (two
companies) Capts. Kenny and Rutherford ;
Garrison Artillery, Capt. Cole; Cavalry,
Capt. Muir; Royal Guides, Captan Ramsay,
Chasseurs Canadiens, Colonel Tetu; Vie
toria Rifles, Lieut. Col. Iutton. The Tield
battery, Licut. Gol. Stevens, commanding,
was stationed on Victoria Square, and - fired
niinute guns during the coremonies, two
hundred rounds being fired altogether.

From your city, we noticed at the funeral
Rifles (2 companies) Capts May, and Mae
Gillivray ; Garison Artillery, Major IRoss:
Field Battery, Major Forrest. ‘“Lheir
neat, trim and soldierlike appearance
clecited] general remark, they would eva.
denty give a good account of themselves if
their services were called into requisition
They were cntertained herc by the Vic.
torias, (Liout. Col. IIatton) who took tius
opportunity of returning a sinular favos
to them when visiting Ottawa Iast year. A
company of rilles, from Philipsburg, under
command of Capt. Smith, werolso presant.
This comipany saw some scrvice on the
frontier in 1866, and are no doubtanixous to
turn out again if needed also a company
of Yifles from Lennoxville, under command
Lieut. King

The whole Voluntecr force numbered about
1,609. The regulars comprised 100th reg-
mer.t, Major Cook: 78 Iighlanders, Major
Fielden;  16th, Major Ielyer; Royal
ArtMlery, Capt. O'Hara; 60th Rilles, Col.
Fiolumg; 13th Hussars, ..ajor Russell
‘Thowhole forcorcgular, and volunteer, was
under tha command of General Russell,




