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.moncing with Jamaica. A junction was ef
focted off Dominique between tho French
and Spanish squadvons, and as the troops
had been orawided on board the transports
a postilential distemper had broken out
amongs* b m which rendered all operations
imp7s-ivio for the time, both fleets returned
to Port Royal where the troops were landed.
After remaining for sevoral weeks tho com-
bined fleots put to sea in the night of the
5th July, without making signals or showing
lights, and directed their course to Swn Do-
mingo—hero they separated, the Count de
Guichen with the French fleet putting into
Capo Francois, whilst Don Solano with the
Spanish fleot proceeded to the Havannah.
The French fleet ramained at Cape Francois
till the homoward bound trade from the
Fronch islands had assembled, when taking
it under protection it sailed directly for
Europe. Sir Georgo Rodney concluding that
the French flaet only intended to convoy the
trade flovt to n certain latitude and then
proceed to America to executo tho plan con
cocted with Goneral Washington, sailed for
Naw York with cleven ships'of the lino and
four frigates whero he arrived in September.
As has been already stated, the fact was that
the Fronch fleet was so roughly handled and
so damaged in the different engagements
with Sir G. Rodney, that it was found neces-
sary to return to Europe as speedily as pos.
siblo for repairs.

‘The treachery of tho agents of Congress
and the Dutch were brought tolightina
striking manner during this season: Tho
Congress had appointed their Inte President
Henry Laurens 23 their Ambassador and
Minister Plenipotentiary to Holland, he cm-
barked at I'hiladelphia on board a Dutch
vegsel which was captured by & British ship
of war, when Mr.Laurens endeavored to throw
his papers overboard, but were prevented
from sinking by & scaman, and disclosed the
fact that in September, 1778, a private in-
terview had taken place at Aix la Chapelle
hetween Williara Lee, an agent of Congress,
and ~ne of those who, with Richard Penn,
had endeavored mmpudently to enforce on
the British Parliament a lying statement of
the feeling and resources of the rovolted
Colontes, and John do Neufvillo, a merchant
of Amsterdam, acting under powers delega.
ted to him by Van Berkel, Grand Pension.
aty of that city ; the object of which inter.
view was to plan an outline of o commercizl
treaty between the revolted Colonies and
Holland. A series of articles were agreed

upor, and in order to nogotirte a loan of
which Congresssteod in much need Laurens
was sent with those papers for ratiication to
the Dutoh Government. On his arrival as s
prisoner in London ho was examined before
the Secretaries ot State and committed as a
close prisoner to the Tower. As no satisfao.
tion could be obtrined from the Dutch Gov-
ernment, for this flagrant violation of public
faith, war was declared against the Ropublic
on the 20th of Decembaer.

The Beacon lighthoasq, St. John, N, B.,
wasnearly carried away in & late gale.

'EXTRAORDINARY PHENOMENON ON
LAKE SI. CLAIR.

Weare credibly informed by an eye wit
ness—indeed yesterday wo saw forourselves
tangible evidence of the truth of what is
told us—that on Thursday, the 13th-of Jan
uary last, 2 most extraordinary and sudden
vIso of the walers of luke St. Clair occurred
ind was particularly observabloin the vicin-
ity of the mouth of the River Thames and
along the South shoro of tho Lako to and be-
yond tho River Ruscom. Parties resident
on the Lake Shore inform us that at firat
two loud reports wero heard, resembling tho
reports from cannons fired ata distance,
fter which was experienced a sensation as
‘rom & gentle swayg to an l fro, as though
an earthquake had been awakened from a
ceantury's repose.  Upon visiting the water
line, it was discovered that the ico had been
suddenly shoved upon the shores and piled
up several feet in height, carrying with it
trunks of trees and logs, which had for a
quarter of a century lam embedded in the
sund of the beach. At tho mouth of the
Rtiver Thames and vicinity the ice was thrown
to the height of two or thrae icet, while at
the River Ruscom it was raised at least four
feet above its ordinary level. As weinti.
mated bei. e, 30sudden was the action of
the water in the Lake that the ice and trees
and logs wers absolutely piled in a jir 1bled
mass several feet in height along the Luke
shore for a distance ot several miles, but
was mostobservable on the Southand South
East quarter. At the mouthot the River
Thames tho waters fell to their natural level
in less than two days; but in the vicinity of
the River Ruscom it was fully a week beforo
they had retired to their ord.nary boandary.

Now, what could possibly have causo this
wondeiful freak of the elements? We can-
not tell.  Perhaps some of our savants can
explain. Could it have beun any volcanic
action beneath tho waters? Could it have
been produced by the atmospheric clements
above? Or could it possibly result from a
feld of ice making its way down the Detroit
River and becoming checked in its onward
course to Lake Erio? Perhaps. But it seems
most extraordinary that this last circum-
stance—supposing it ever did occur, but of
which we have no knowledge—covld uring
about the very wondarful effect which werg
most unmistakably for several miles
along the South and South East Shore of
Lake St. Clair. For ourown partwe don’t
pretend to be posted on thesentricate and
debatable matters, and donotfeel di-posed
at present to disouss them. We prefor to
lenve their investigation and elucidtion Lo
others who have more time on their hands
and whose bent of mind naturally leads them
to find causes for astonisbing and hitherto
unexplained effects. Wo profess to bo the
pre-eminently practical —Chath .m Planet,

ST. PATRICK'S BIRTH-PLACE.

Whero was St. Patrick born? asks the
Tondon Daily News. Tha question, wve are
persuaded, will appear to the vast msjority
of our Irtsh brethern as ridiculovs as to the
comparatively few students of ecclesiastical
bistory who huve taken the pains to ascer-
tain the acknowledged fact of the case.
NMhe-tenths of lrishmen, wa ful'y believe,
and Englishmen too, for the mutter ot that,
would treat it as s joke of the * fcativesea-

son'” if we ventured to suggest that the

great npostle of Ireland was anything but
an [rishman native and to the mannor born.
Tho idena of St. Patrick being an English
man, n Welshman, a Scotchmanor a French-
man!  Why, every Dublin boy knows that
Nelson and Wellington wero Itish heroacs.
Onomight as weil pietend that the first of
the royal raco of U'Brien was a nntive of
Middlesex, as thnt St, Putrick was boru out
of the Emerald Islo. It so happens, how.
evor, thut while thera hns never been the
shghtest reason to bLeheve that St. Patrick
tirst saw tho light 1n Ireland, the controver-
sy about his birthplice, has raged amongst
English, Scottish, Welsl, and French umi-
quuaries aimost as frdely as the contest
among the Islands of the Egan Set for the
birthpluce of Homer. Was the S.int born
at Dumbarton, at Bristol, at St. David’s, at
Boulogna in France or Glastonbury ? In the
prefuce to the second volume of the collec-
rion of Ancient Laws und Institutions of Ire
land, the Irish editors of the “Senachus Mos"
have thoroughly examined the interesting
question ; and bave arrived at the. conclus.
ion, supported as it seems 1o us by the in.
controvertible testimony of the Apostle's
own confession, that St. Patrick was born at
or near Glastonbury, in Somerselshire, and
thnt he returned in his old age to erd his
days in the land of his birth, and amid the
scenes of his early youth, and was not burried
according to tho prevalent beliof in Irelund
at Downpatrick near Saul, “where he mude
his first convert and founded bis first church
in Ireland.” It will rather be a shock to
Lrish patriotism to tearn that their patron
saint was the descendant of Roman colon-
ists, a young Somersetshire gentleman, nad
son of the Roman Decurio, or Mayor of
Bath, But it may console them to reflect
that Glastonbury,
¢ Where the wintor thora

Blossoms at Cliristmas, mindful of our Lord,”
agd whero Joseph of Armathen hod deposit-
ed.

“
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under the shndow of the Tor of St. Michael
was no unfitting or ,unworthy birthplace for
ft.hish immortal confessor of the Christian
aith.

The Minnesota Tribunesays: * We have
now employed in our offico a man who has
been 1 the English army for thirty-five
years, was at the siege of Lucknow; had
both of his ears cat off while sticking his
head out of a sally port. He afterward serv-

ed on the staff of Wellington at Waterloo,®
and_subsequently accompanied Bonaparte
in hiscelebrated Egyptisn campaign, where
he was arrested for conniving at an elope.
ment with the Sphynx, and was confined in
the Pyramids for three years. He has bean
in 481 pitched battles, and a great many
that wero not pitched. Everybody has
read of the butcher who was killing & baef
for tho Commissary when the Balaklava
charge was sounded, and who seized ansexo,
mounted a horse, and went through the
battery and back safely. Well, this is the
man we are writing about. He relates that
thriling episode in his checkered history
with much enthusiasm. Ho used to hnvea
medal, but a grizzly bear snatched it off s
shirt bosnm whils he was laying the last tie
on the Chinw and Siberim railiowd, Engtern
Division. He says he is now tired of teavel
and adventure, and proposes to settle down
and it is the genernl opinion that he will.
He neithor smokes, chews, drinks whiskey
or swears, and ocan set type as well as he
usad to fight.



