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THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLDS W. C. T. U.

BY FRANCES E. WILLARD*

o 1883, in company with Misy Anna Adams Gordon, who has
now been with me for more than twenty years, 1 visited every
Blate and Territory of she republio. Many a time since then have
I asked my joutaalistic friends- —~who are supposed $o know most
thinge 1—if shey knew of any one who had doue this for purposes
of business, or indeed for any reason, and bave not yet fouud that
our yeoord of thirty thousand miles, covering every pars of the
republic and accomplished in one year, had anywhere been dupli.
oated.

We reached California in May, and slthoagh I had spent several
years in foreign travel, this seemcd 40 mo above every part of the
world I had ever beheld to bs ‘“ God's country.” 'Taere was
nothing lefs to be dosired—except that everywhere, and moat of all
in8an Feancisco,l kept thinking of those linea from *LallaRookh:"

4+ Poor enffering morials,’ ssid the pitying epirit,
¢ Dearly ye pay for your primal fall:
Bome flowerets of Fden ye still inherit,
Bat the trail of the serpent is over them all.'”

Aw a matter of conrse, tho moat painfal sight we witnessed in
California was Chinatown. Aocompsnied by missionary workers
we went to the opiam

Thinking abous &' this, it was borne in upon my mind that the
orusade in Ohio, that whirlwind of the Lord whioh has sprend so
fast and far, drawing iuto its mighty aircles of power yood women
in maoy lands, might well bacome consolidated into a society for
the protection of the home, no matter whero thas home might he.
The impression was 80 vital that it gave me no rest, and » fow
months later, when we were convened in our apnual *‘ harvest
home "—this time at Detroit, Mich,, 18431 atated to my asnoci-
atea the conviotion that we muat organizy a World's W. C. T. .
Many thought the plan chimericsl, but some favorce it and eaid
* it will do no harm at least $o comply with the single request that
is made,” vir., to appoint tho five general oflicers of the National
W. C. T. U. to consider the matter for a year aad to take suoh
preliminary steps as they deem wise,

That very sutuma Mcs. Mary Clement Le+ i, of Boston,
formerly at the head of a ladies’ school there, and later president
of the Boston local union and a national orgunizer of the \V. C. T.
U., set aail from San Fcancisco a8 our fiest white.ribbon mission.
ary round the world. Whun I wrote asking if she would under-
take ench a difticuls mission, knowing thas the suciety was not yet

orgsuized and as a matter

dens, where we saw men
stretohed out on shelves,
like: plates in a pantey,
unoonsoions from the use
of the pipe. Nos far off
where the little honses
with & siogle door, the
upper part of which was
made $0 slide, so thatin
the opening might be dis-
played the oarefully
combed and shining head
of a preity Chiness girl
(onein each of the houses),
who had been imporied
for the most abominable
parposs of which she mind
oan ocnceive. \We went
the rounds of these, the
poor young creatures smil-
iog upnn us and sesmiog
to be without any senee of
shame. Looking ont over
the btantifal hatbor, I
koow that beyond tke bulg-
iog waist of the big world
one wonld find Chins,
where the absolate domin-
ance of the wtronger has
brought constant physical
pain 0 half a race by rea-
wn of the foot-binding
that prevents the women
from ever eecaping the
clatches of their mwatcrs.
1 knew that farther on one
would onme to Iadis,
where it is a2mitted by
men that ths sutler, or
burningalive of the widow
on the tomd of her hne.
band, originaled in the

of course had not a penny
of money, she anawered in
the most heroic fashion
that she would go and
take her chances. The
temperance peopls of the
Hawaiian Islande met the
expenses of her voyags to
Australis, and in the nine
yosrs during which she
was conatantly at work in
foreign lande to make
kaowan sho World's W. C.
T. . and the Polygiot
Petition against ths alco-
hol and opiam trades,
Mea. Loavitt's expenses
were met by the maay
among whom she tailed,
save that in response to
my appeal oor Americun
white-ribbiners raised
three thousand dollars, of
which she did not, I think,
receive the last install
ment until she wus about
to retarn home.

ft is undoub‘edly trae
that no man or woman
ever inveated oo looy =
time in a» minuy ocuntries
with 80 litile fiosncial
sapport as Mre I.aavitt,
oNd she will always stand
in the annals of our eo-
ciaty s& its capable and
loyal pionecr. Sho was
asked to ho the first presi-
dent of the World's V.
¢. T. U, but declined,
saying ethe preferred to

purpe to prevent wives
trom poisoning theis has-
bands, and where, a8 Mrs.
Teabslia Bird Bishop, the
famous medical mission-
ary truveller, tells us, the women of the harem begged poison from
her thas they might give it to ** thie other woman's aon ™ o that
their own woold inherit the title or property or both. Farther on
one would come t0 Turkey, where, when the aultan ridea to his de.
vo:ione as the raosque, belf a dozen carrisge-loads of moet beauti.
ful women acoompany him to the door, but do not dream of enter-
ing, sethey are only *on view," that tiie gaping pablic may see
what are to him the choicest treasnres of his realm.

Atiua A Gardon, Asw't See’y.

“Me are findototesd tos the faiow wf Levsema for thic ate e el an otnjanying
Wusteatuwn.
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Agne. E Saack, Sec'y

Frances F Wallard, 1’eee,

remain & [ree-lance rather
than be tied down to the
drudgeryol official rontine.
It then occurred to me
Mary K. Sanderson, Trona A4 we might make her
. honorary president, which
was done as Boston in 1891,  Mrs. Leavits still travelis and works
for the temperance canse, lecturing in the Ulnited States daring
the warm season and going to Mexico, Jamaios, the Bahama
Islande, or some other milder climate during the neverities of winter,
because after living 80 long in the tropical countrienshe connot en-
dure our winter weather. The statistice given by her in Roston
show that Mcee Leavitt organized the \W. C. T. U. in the
Hawaiian lddands, Aostralia, Madsgascar, India, ("hina, Madeirs,
Maaoritine, Ceylon, Siam, the Bilraits Settlemeuts, Coren, Japan,
and Lavope, besides visiting Bouth Amerioa in ite interess.

Tady Menry Namepsed, Viee [hies,
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