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In tire spirit cf onc inqtiring, CC Lourd what wilt tiroi
have lire ta due?" wotild ire approaili tie cqtietit1i of
thc Sabbath.

l'aley opens bis CIEvidcnces et Ciiristianity i svimh
tbis Very coîniunbense rcmlark " CI Iem il %lunie-
cessary te prove that inankinti steeti ini neeti of a
revelation, because i have met îviih ne scrjous person
wvîo tlîiiks thuat even uiîdcr tire Churistian revelatian
we have any tee miucli liglit, or any degrec of assur-
ance wiuich is stiperfluoîîs." Nor can wve, as1 yet,
nationaliy, sociaiiy, or etlicrwise, pride ourscives oii
having aitaineti te tixat cmmîence in righîtenusiess
vhich wili justity us ini ncgiecting any aid to e'ur
ttrawth andi strength thercin.

mndel ailiese ; a strcngth in the way ai rughitcnuisncss,
wlien in tire presenice cf %addening cvils, lie, rcuncm-;.
bcring past delivcrauîcc, couulel raille an 1-?ehnczcr andi
say, God ib is y refuge andi stiength. 1 ic'ow tlz.t uny
1R'<lcunier Iivcth. WVC, tour n~alfot bie tie n.dd,
but1 more: blcs,;cd andi stroiîg as wc are by aur S.îi>
barils remnlindeti of creatioi's Story aind rcdctnpîuoîîl'S
ivoiicrous talc.

As already înntinnied, 1(abbinical traditions ten-
deret the Sabbaîh otilaus andi burdenscunec, but tire
Sabbaîî of te Jewisl Scripîures was a1 IbIe~Clui reCa
andi scison of joy(i remenibrance ; noi a fait bui a
holy day ; andi if we truiy belicvc that nat i as, sortie
highcr destiny than la bc dresscd in clcîh andi lace,
gatit tittes wiîicla ilay niock lus grandrlîildren's.
poverty ; soruie grenter aii than a large crcdat with
las b-inlers, andJ a safe storeti with bonds andi scîuri-
tics ; if man cannot [Ive by breaci %lune an<1 owtes
sainle aillegialîce to a1 Godti dat miate lin andi Whoc
rules, we rail learn sorte usettul lessons froun he oid
Jcwish Sabbatli, and we submit thazt a tcachabie
spirit in vievi cf tire carncstncss of lite, is more bc.
comîing titan th.e arguing Il how flot to do it." Il is no
sniali niattcr flint onc dsy cach week cornes in ta speak
of rest anti failli. May il neyer bc our lot te awakcn to
a sense of ils Wvorth, as niany (Io to a realization ot
hecallit by losing it. licturc a world such -as this- -full
cf wanu andi sin, wretchcdness anti wae- -without a
Sabbatlî i Though i liad been gainect as a growingj
privilege it shoulti be retained as a righît even in thiis
ais Jewislî aspect, and stili more as tie Lord's day
pietige cf love andI lite musti h bc enticared te car
licarts and miade sacreti te aur homtes. The growing
fashion of ignoring (lie J ewish Sabbaîiî ini its applica.

In these remarks it is net oar purpose to argue tire lion to aur own wanis rests, tpon an enture niisapilprc-
itientity of the Jeuvish Sabbath ii tu thc Lord's day, or hensten ot ils truc character ; search and sec if ut ira%
enter tht nrella ai wordy sîrîfe regaurt1ng tire change net inany biessings ive can ili affard ta lci go.
frein the scventh to tht first day cf the ivcek, îvhich
latter wouid be profiless i any rate, i bting iiiipas. CONSOLIDA TIOXV OR DISIN FGRIA TZON.
sile absolutely te tietermint tither tirst or seventh, but
we wotuld le3rn what the Jewish Sabbath lias te teach JN a lctîci' af greeting frein the flist Edîtor of the
cancerning aur Lordîs day as ta is cbbervac ant INt NDD4ENr, Wyihil a1pjeared in aur issue of
blessing. january i 5th last, eccurreti these remarks, IlTire cout-

The irsi conception o! tht Jewish Sabbath is rest look for Cangregatmonahisni, as 1 saw fil roîtu tht ivatch-
(Cen ii. 2 3~. Interpret creation tiays as yau please, tcwtr ot the INI)Et'ENU)Et,'i' more than a qiuarter et a
the consecrateti seventh ivas consecratid rest. Goti century aga, ivas very différent treni viat it is as 1
rested tram. creatian te redreeun anti blcss, fer thîus tiew set il. 1 viewoti it then as an organizeti denein-
noble natures ever finti rest. 'l'e fourth conimanti- inatuermaltsmn, wiîiciu was te spîcati nainly by tirt mal-
ment alsoenjvtoins tbis test, sI-aves andi caille were Io îîplicatuon andi enlargement cf local chiarches. Ncw
share therein, ne servile work was te bc clene an that 1 vttw il, rather, as a set ef prunciples, ai hit leaven
day. Neither tyrannica i master nor avarucueus cit- wvlicî us vet te leavemi tire wuhnle lump." The'.e rcnîarks
ployer coulti desiroy tht pour itaýn'â Sabbath ; wveiihh led us te a carefui exauninabion et aur positien as a
anti power niust cease hem t xaîction on that ia>' anti tenonuinatien as comp.îrcd wlith athers, wuitb a rcvicw
leave tht natio ti tire enjuyuutcn' et' Stbbaitjc.i resi. cf such curcunîstances as we wcrt led te believe tentict
Business gain, servile t.ork miust cease. Carseti be te the resuits indicateti. w-itb the inqutry if these
thue love et raie anti lest a! gain thai woulti gatlicr is resulîs are inseparabie tram car systeni-if, in tact, the
sticks now an the Siubbath day anti break a rest Ilerganized ticnoininatianalism», i as ta be a failare,
which may bc natie a itarbiîger ot he.iven. andi only thetclavening itrinciples te reniain.

Tradition ruade tire Sabbath fermai anti barden- Withcut gîving figures speci.ally in detail, net always
sonie, but the Sabb.uîh ofe! UicQi Testainent vas a tht mast inlerestîng reatiing, we may say, that, taking
boon anti a jey. WVtariccl %viril labour anti worriedtir lîfiveIleadingde-ncnînaîutons,Episcopaians, Method-
with care, rest is sîveet ; blessedt Sabbath fluat came lses, Presbytcrians,Baptists.anti Congregaîionilists, ive
wiih ils iunperative bush te shut eut care andt weart- finti, on ccmpariscn ai tht number cf innisters in con-
ness with its hliett t'est. In a da.y, %vhucn wvith necttan 'vîth each baody in 1855 ant i mSo, tt tht
sarie nicasure et truth the poet cati say a naticn's furst fouîr have increaseti tram (spc-aking roundiy) tuve
Cione sole gati in the iiiiiintiire anti comumerce ail in Ihuntiret te four huandreti per cent , (tht louvesi %if theuti
aIl," %re rat ilu affarti te boabi of h.îving oulgrown tire bas increaseti tuve hundreti, andi tht greatest four
neeti ot tht oid Hlebreur Ian' giv.-n Sabbath. iuundredi ; on the other hianti we htave only increaseti

A sacrei ptrinciple et tht Jewish Sabbath was fifty pier cent. ini tire saint perioti, or, te mnake il
remL'J/Jl'hmle (Eicudus xx. i i) cf cre.îtun anti plainer, fer cvery ten ministers we hat wenty-flve
<Dcut. v. 15) of ticiiverance. As a natian, as vei as yars ago, ive hîave new oniy ftfteen, îvhmle cf thteailier
individuals, we do wehl ta keep in reumemnbramîce tienomxinattons, that whiclu bas increaseti leasi rapitily
these Iwo facts. The purcly Jeîvish elenient ci re- bas noir thîrty fer every ten nilsters ef 185 anti the
meutibuance rima> bc laid abîie, but the natuan that Iargcst increase is fifty fer cvery ten. This may nt
fargets Ged lits untier a curse. one has enly te be anc of tht best tests of increase, but it cannet be
recail tht herrars of athemstic France, cf Imperial anti very mîsleading, anti il is tire only anc tit wc can i
gediess Romne, te aîtderstand in some tiegret tht bell prescrnt apply. It leaves untatîchect tht membershmp,
ot the people that terget Lod. Experience, mare- which, we take for granteti, bas increaseti ini tht same
aver, teaclîts tbat tht chauîn net constantly kepi be- ratio.
tare tht mind becames practically ignereti. Blet eut Here then we art face ta face nvith a tact thit shoulti
tht nation's Sabbaîh anti whmere waulti be aur reinem- cause seriaus quesîianîng andi exantinatian. Haw
blrance cf a Geti anti a Redeemer ? 1 t ras a happy re- cornes it, if, as we believe the system of Congre-
mrintier ta tht Jeur as be vieweti tht glanies of tire gatianalismi is an the whaie the nMost in barmcny wîîh
heavens anti the beautitas cf tht carth-My Father New Testament teaching anti practice, that it ahane

lias %o blowly iiiical-et tiurnng the last quarter of a
rentury? WVe coînfori oturseives witî tie thouiglit thuat
if a lias nul increasedn s a tlcnoinîn.îîian il-, priniples
have permeaut cher l>odcs ; truc, lunqjicesîiliîabiy,

Liitroialans M îbr. tmst ani 'resbyîteruants alîke, arc
faîr moire iti alui dwifli lus tlîan îhiey werc. It u>cti
tu hc sufittiieni Io ccidciiin an>' liberal sttggc-,tiun in
(lie illcctings of thcsc bodies te Say thuat il % as " cuon-
gregatianial," but tliat btigaboa is fast lesing ils terrîîrs,
anti it is ccflvCniet flow t0 regaîrd sîich vicws as
wutliin the clasticity cf tlheir systein. Adinuituing duis
to flic fuIlesi extcnt ducs net, hoecvcr, rcinove the
cuflictulty ; vre bliouiid say that il increaset iut,tor if uire
salicia teatutci, cf aur chutrches art being introduceti
inta othier tienoinina.titans,, wlîy do thcy nul more Sur
cccd whlen lîresentc i tirhe concrebe forin in Congre-
gatuanalisin ? Llnduîubîedly tire vcry inanhitics, self-
relianc, anti personnl rcsponsihiiîy ltati imposes
.îre a barricir ta ils pnpuil.rity. «' llîuuutanity," says Dr.
Ilollancl, CIis constittutiunally Jazy "- as truc a sentence

a as ever petncti, and if mlcii c.an. gel. fliir thmiking
anti acting donc for thein ini ecclesiasticai iniaîters,
ilicre ivili always bc a large proportion whe ili put-
fer timat. hIence tire hoid thiat Roinanisni lias on tire
i-~ses, anti lience the growth ofEpiscopa.-li.-nisii anti

Metliedisin. It is se matchl more colitortable ti Sit
ai homec andi givc vital wc cati, and find.cverything
arranged, tirait te have te <lo one's sharc in dic arraîîg-
ing ; andi anly as unen get (luiekencti te a bense ot
theur responsiblity andi risc above their constitutional
iaztfltss wili atur Cangrcgatianal sybteun be appreciateci
atl uts trtuc wortii.

But ibis consideratien, altliough an impojîrtant factor
in tire solution cf the pioblien we have proposeti, is
far fraiuî bcung the prinîcipal cne. Thai we take te bc
the great dihlerence îvhichi îs sometimes e2chibited be-
îwcen Congregationalissu in ils workiuîg, anti Congre.
gatienalisu in its proper canception. 1Icere is, nie
belueve, tire main rc.tson of cut slow pragress- the im-
perfect understinding, andtireh stîll more iipertect
practice cf sorte uvho are calleti by cur narne. Con-
gregationalisn lias becn supposeti ta Inlean, or, at any
rate, iî ba!, etten appeareti te inean, isolaitucn-rep)ci.
ling, net atiracting ; lndcpcndency indieti, but uvîth-
out unity. Churches andi members, like globules of
quiclksilver withaut cahesian, fiying apari on tire first
occasion. Churches have stoati as aleaf train, each
athier as though some great principhe iras i stake un
s0 doing, andi as itougli they wauld cease tu bc Con.
grcgationalifu thîey did otlierwise. The laulî cf such
a state ut things rests, ne deubt, largeiy upoii sontie of
tiue tcachings thiat our churches have liati, net unlikely
saîineimtcs upon the vvant cf teaching altogether. As
te the character cf tire teachîings, pcrhîaps there is
net much wonder in ihat 'vhen we remnember that
some cf tire teachers camne tram a land uvhere their
prunciples have hati ta fight for existence, anti whcre,
even tu day, a domuîinant hierarchy tiares te do and say
things uvhu-lh are an outrage upun relugmous decency.

Sanie nîay ihink that we are manifcsting a neetiiess
anxiety about aur bodiy, that il ts gaîng an weil
enotugh ; wliule others, flot feeing quite se sure con that
point, înay ycr, perhaps, differ trai tus as to the causes
%vl Ilh have pruduceti. such an unbatisfacîury outiook.
Ilcrha.ps the latîter are ruglit mn somne instances, as one
tause %%il operate more paoveriuliy in anc locality, or
i cne tunie, titan anotiier, anti sounettines inhuences

net feut in onue churcli are patent in anoîher. Yet,
broadiy speakîing, We îhtnk thai. we art correct. re tht
former wve wuat say thai we have carefully Icoketi ai
the past anti prescrit cf aur cburt.lîes as a iviile, andi
we sec that for ycars a steady course cf disintegratien
bas been goung on, necariy equal te tire aditians we
have receuveti, iluat ut continues, and thai unless there
us semewbat a change cf action-net o! princpeta-
there is ne inîprevcenni kcly te occur. Tire first
question lat us tuen is titis, Shahl wt allow the disin-
ttgrating pracess to be pcrpetuatcd, or shlual ive en-
deavour te arrcst it, ta consolidat, te wcld car
churches iet a homogeneaus îvhcht, andi make thern
as far as possible a unit for lite anti work?

How can ibis bc dont? By embracing Presbyter-
ianisnîi? Ccrtaînly net ! While we respect aur breth-
ren in tirait body fer much that they art, andi mach


