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be alleged, is to find successors to Mrat preachers or othervise eminent
ministera. Such men, during a ministry of twenty or thirty ye&rS,

giither round tbem a large sprinkling of the wealth and refinenient and
learning of a place; their ieople have been accustomed to t. # moet
mature preaching and praying ; their own reatlesa dispositions, or r,
found convictions, or schJlrlyitendencies, or genteel sl3nitiveness, bave
deferred 0DI7 to) great experience and spirituai power;-bnt now, whers
in the Elisha who can in much a congregation take the place of &n Elijah ?

Sucli a congregation wili be rernaricable for multifarieumneas rather thau
for multitudinousness, and accommodating to the;.- case the wot-da of the
King of Israel when he looked helpîvas un his at.arving people, we may
gay, If God do not save it, it wiIl look in vain for help to, mon, eloquent
or illiterate.

W1e tinderstand that arnong our readers we number not a few studenta
and pastors. We suppose that t.hey have heard the coinplait, we ame
commenting on with au incredulous but good-natured emile. It ig too
arious, however, to be neglected. Our amaller congregation4, in iiot là

few instances, would not believe, spite of all authorities, but that their
ministeris could fill any position acceptably. Others arc too reauly to
believe the worst. Tluis latter kind, it may be feared, wili begin to
imagine that their teachers are, after ail, only a seoond-rate class of men.
Then they wiii fali away lusting, and may peribh in the wilderness. For
their sakes, if on no other account, let the matter receive aniong the
Ministry prayerful contsideration. Weigh yourselves in the balances,
brethren. Inquire what is lacking in your rainistrations, mauxiers, and
£ttainlenta, and for the sake of poor immortal souls (flot for glaring
position>, set yourselves to, supply it.

We should, also rejoice if Mr. Dale were to turn bis attention a ittle
more fully to, the whole subject of ministerial fitness, and let us have
his views a little more at length: tell us not only that ministers are
wanted, but specify those gifts and graces which mnust be possessed by
those who fill the places, the vacancy of which Mr. Dale has lamented.
Mr. Dale lias spoken of the matter as a growing evil ; ho mus~t therefore
imagine that the Ministry deteriorate. We infer from hisa publihed
address (The HoIy Spirit in relation to the Minisdr, the 1>nhIf , and t1w
WorJc of the Church), that he wiii attribute this inainly to the absence of
that inspiration, which cometh only t'rom the Spitit of G1od ;and truly
the petition is seeriiy, "lTacs fot thy Holy Spirit froni us."

la it true that influential conimittees are often impatient of much
prayer when they corne together to deliberate about such matters; as
filir.g pulpits 1 Is it tUne that soine leading mnen who are frequently

aýPplied to to recomrnend candidates spcak einphatically about evcry vir-
tue and endownient except that of personal piety 1 la it truc that
when ministers corne together for social intercourse, littie tirne can b.
found for united prayer 1 la it truc that those important churches re-
ferred to are important everywvhere except at their prayer meetings, and
seek a minister from everybody but the Head of the Church Himiself,
1besidea gratifying every whirn of fancy in regard to style while ignoning,
as a distinct object to be gained, the glory ofGod 1

If men are to be "linwardly moved by the Iloly Ghost, we must en-
treat ilim to move them. If they are to receive a fiery baptisr froin


