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tant churches of Britain and Amcrica, it is a| society, the mure v aded v.ill be tho Sabbath
part a3 cssential ns their forms of worship, | Sehool system, and the moco spivitual and
and a congregation without ane or more Hal- | penetrating will be its opeiation.  Then every
bath Schools would justly be considered af Sabbath School viil b, not o dry piece of
dark spot amid surrounding light, a Leam iu | Gockwork each week, bu. a quickened organ-
the eye. On this subjeet, Ir. George rema. ks | istn—rot a thing f hal.l,, wsauciated with cold
“The Church of lome boasts that she hus | hearts, dull faces, diy speechies, and ill-cone
ever had her class of catechumens and ever | cealed longings to get unay, on the part of
has, as @ chureh, heen attentive to the rli- | tenchiers and taught ; Lat o thing of life.
gious instruction of the young. It must Le| The author of the wbuve-mentioned work
confessed that, for a long time, Protcstant|embodies in his accuunt of vur modern Sab-
cburches could make ro such boast.” bath School system 2 curious remark, in which
the Churches of Christ in their administra- | he seems to argue thie tuture disappearance of
gve capacity, gencrally reccive annual reportS | Sabbath  Schouls in our Church. ¢ You,
of the state and progress of Sabbath Schou] | therefore, perecive that aeylet on the one
justruction within their vounds.  They justiy | hand, and Christiun {oes on tae other, led to
eonceive that they would cccupy an inconsist- | the establishmeat of our madern system of
entand unseriptural position, if they neglected | Subbath Schocl,  Were picty in the Church
the Saviour’s solcmn and tender injunction; | suflicently powesful to give parental authority
utered by him in loving and condescending | its due furce, the benesolent effort would not
reollection of the little ones belonging to | be needed: and y¢t, were the piety of the
*the Church in the Liouse,” when the glories ot | Church extremely los, the dilurt could not be
bis Father were about to veil him from the ;made. Not to el it paradoxically, our
siew of his disciples—* Feed my Lambs.” | modern Sabbath ceanol Lustitution is at once
Our Church at home, which in an official ca- | the glory and shume of tiw Church.  And we
pacity as the Istablished ‘Church, has cliarge cannot Lut hope that the time may come,
of the parish schools, and has made this al- | when, if properly cunducd, it will destroy
mirable systens, by its management, a praise | i/self, by so vlevating the oty of the Church,
inthe earth ; and by voluntary effort, also, has . that cach pment will bocomie the able and
spplied the educational wants of a population | zealous teacher of his oan auwdren.”  There
vasily inereascd, and differently located, since | is no appearance of this grand consummation
theestablishment of the parish schools,receives | being realized at the preseat duy. It is much
vmual reporis,carefully prepared,onthe subject | to be feared that, though par..:ts now possess
of Sabbath Schools, Many Sabbath School | many helps thut were not within reach of
Associations in connection with the Church, | former generations, parental training is actu-
have been formed, in which central plans and | ally more negleeted.  In America, especially.
organization are brought to the aid aud pro- | welook in vain for that conscicatious, payers
motion of individual and l.cal effurts. The | ful and scriptural culture, which Scotch pa-
Sibhath ..cnu.l Associativn n conmection «rents, in particular, used to impart to the
with th 2 Church of Scotland in Glasgow is an | members of their family. It can hardly be
exampie of what may be effected in this way, | denied that, influerced by scltishness or mere
of success attending such attempts rightly di-  godliness, or by the crude and short-sighted
rected, and of tise interest taken by our Church | theories of secular educationists, the Shorter
in the important mission of Sabbath Schuuis  Catechism occupics a place ia their regard in-
smong our neglected children, the wild aud | ferior to that held by manuals of arithmetic,
regged little “Arabs ” of large cities. A very | geography and grammar. ‘Tz must manifest
excellent report appears from a committee ap- | defect in the fiveside-schouls of the present
pointed last year by our sister-chureh in Can- ! genoration, however, is the .wn-assertion by
eda, which furnishes, also in the Juvenile Pres- , barents of that autiority whicl nature 2nd the
byterian, suitable instruction for the childrenof | word of God assign them, over the members
the Church. ‘There can be little doubt that | of their household, followed by an habitual
themore the Chureh of Christ inercases amonyg  insubordination, under which the parent, con.
en, the more revived, zcalous and laborious | trary to nature, is led by the children, the
he brcomes, and the more thoroughly and  counscls of age are despiscd, and the seeds of
eantifully she fills her true place in human | family lawlessness are suwn ut the clementary




